
FOR Christmas planning meeting minutes– 30.10.2019 

 

Attendees:  Brenda, Telisha, Michelle, Mr Lillo, Lauren, Georgie, Anna, Sarah 

 

Christmas fund raising MUFTI day  Tuesday 3rd December 2019 

 Crazy Hair / Crazy Christmas jumper / Christmas clothes  

 People will be asked contribute items rather than donating the £1.   

o Nursery and Reception  - books , nearly new 

o Year 1  and 2 – sweets / chocolate 

o Year 3 and 4 – toys, Christmas bric-a-brac / candles etc. 

o Years 5 and 6 – a bottle (pop, shampoo etc.) 

 These can then be used for the tombola at the Christmas fair, or gift packaged together for 

raffle prizes.  The pop bottles can be used for a hoopla game  

 Teachers please to remind their classes to bring items  

 For the class with the most donations, each child will receive a token for a free game at the 

Christmas fair.   

 This may take more time to organise but Mr Lillo said that there is space for storage and 

packing up etc. in the PPA room.   

Christmas fair   Monday 9th December at 15:30 – 17:30 

 Mr Lillo has kindly arranged for the school to be opened on Sunday 8th Dec so setting up can 

take place in the Assembly hall then.  The dining room will be needed on Monday lunchtime.   

Santa’s Grotto  in the dining room.  

 Last year there were long queues making accessing the stalls and activities more difficult 

 This year there will be 2 or 3 sessions where groups of 20-30 children will meet Santa the 

same time, e.g. story time, themed area, writing letters to Santa, Elves helping.  Each child 

will get a short time to talk with Santa.  Any more ideas welcome please 

 Pre-booked (suggested 3:45pm & 4:30pm depending on numbers) and paid for, through 

parent interviews and parent pay prior to event.  £3.50 for 1st child and then £1.50 for each 

additional sibling.  It will not be possible to pay and join in on the day.   

 Numbers will be known in advance, so making planning and buying the correct number of 

gifts simpler.  Any suggestions of gift ideas welcomed.   

 The gazebo will be decorated, fake presents will be wrapped, Christmas inflatables etc. 

 We need a Father Christmas and 2 elves.  Volunteers needed please.   

Christmas fair activities and stalls etc. 

 Yes to external stalls for a variety and to fill the spaces.  External stalls to be charged £10 and 

requested to donate a raffle prize.  Parent / carers stall to be free and a raffle prize donation 

is requested.  No sweet stalls as FOR will be selling sweets.  No silly string due to mess left 

last year.  There will be a sign up sheet for stalls.  

 Arts and crafts (Thank you to Brenda who will do her stall), IKEA biscuits etc always work 

nicely.  Rudolph noses and reindeer poop sweet bags to sell, very popular last year.   



 Stalls to be in the assembly hall and down the corridor down from the dining hall so this will 

be the first thing people see when they come out of the Santa experience.   

 Christmas glitter tattoos.  We already have 2 offers of people to do these – thank you.   

 Games – chimney games, higher lower card games, paddling pool was donated so a fishing 

for chocolate game could be fun.    

 Each of the 8 years groups will be requested to run an activities for the fair.  

 There was a loss on food last year.  So this year there will be a tuck shop, mince pies, snacks, 

drinks, and maybe hot chocolate.  No alcoholic mulled wine, the alcohol license was £12.  

Possibly non alcoholic mulled wine.    

 The possibility of Ms Francis’ school choir and/ or the ukulele group opening the Christmas 

fair was discussed.    

Christmas Fair will be managed by Michelle and Telisha, with support from others.  Volunteers will 

be welcomed please.   

Other funding possibilities: 

 Raffle tickets – selling to start as soon as possible.  Tickets to be sold at any event running up 

to Christmas, such as year cake sales, the class assemblies on a Thursdays.   

 FOR sign would be helpful to draw attention to people selling tickets and other events.   

 Letters requesting donations - Georgie will put the letter on the WhatsApp Group.  If people 

send out this letter, please let Georgie, Michelle and Chloe know to stop duplication.  

Georgie has a spreadsheet for this.  Any ideas or suggestions of places please.     

 Estate agent billboards - The new local estate agents will pay £15 for each billboard put up 

outside a property for 4 weeks.  The board will advertise the estate agent and Oasis 

Ryelands Christmas Fair.  Minimum 20 boards, 50 maximum.   Mr Lillo asked if anyone knew 

any companies that do match funding.   A letter will go out in a bag drop.  Also volunteers to 

be in the playgrounds asking people to sign up there and then.  It was noted that if people 

lived in rented property that the landlord will need to give consent for this.  It was hoped the 

boards can go up 3 weeks before the Christmas fair and 1 week after so from 18th Nov.   

 Fancy dress and Christmas jumper sale at the Christmas fair.  Parents and carers please to 

donate good quality second hand fancy dress and Christmas jumpers.  A cost of £3 was 

suggested for each costume / jumper.   Money can then be donated to classes.  It was 

discussed that selling second hand school uniform had not previously been successful as 

there were not enough items donated.   

 Foreign currency appeal.  There was a good response from this and money continues to 

come in.  Not all children received the donation envelopes.  Copper money will go straight 

into the FOR bank account.  Euros and old British money will be exchanged at the bank.  A 

pot will be made available for the office so that children can put change in, on an ongoing 

basis.     

Movie night  9th Jan 2019 at 3:30pm 

 This will be a pre-ticketed event and will include the film, snack and drink.  Toy Story 4 will 

be shown as this is suitable film for all ages.  It was felt better to do one film for all rather 

than a shorter film for the infants and then a longer film for the juniors   

 Parents will not be asked to stay so teachers will need to be involved due to the need to 

safeguard the children 

 



General discussion  

 FOR will try and have a representative from each class so that they can send out information 

to the class Whatsapp.    

Actions  

 Georgie to contact Ms McCrea regarding setting up parent interviews / parent pay for 1) 

grotto and 2) film night if possible 

 Telisha to contact her friend to request if FOR can borrow her Christmas inflatables  

 Michelle is going to try and go to the teacher meetings 

 Georgie will look in to purchasing the FOR sign 

 Georgie will go the Estate Agents to start this process re advertising boards.   

 

 

  

 


