
BRITISH VALUES : THE RULE OF 
LAW



The Legal System: Did 
you know?

• Many British laws can 
be traced back to the 
Magna Carta or the 
Great Charter

• Many countries legal 
systems are based on 
the British legal system



How much do you know about 
the British legal system?



How old do you have to be to be held 
criminally responsible? 

ANSWER: 10



How old do you have to be to get a 
custodial sentence for a crime? 

ANSWER: 15



How old do you have to be to join the 
armed services? 

ANSWER: 16 (WITH 
PARENT’S 
CONSENT)



How old do you have to be to gamble? 

ANSWER: 18



How old do you have to be to vote? 

ANSWER: 18



How old do you have to be to be 
entitled to the national minimum 

wage? 

ANSWER: 18



What is the person in charge of a court 
called? 

ANSWER: The 
Judge



What is the person who defends or 
prosecutes a legal case called? 

ANSWER: A 
barrister



The group of people that decides if a 
person is innocent or guilty is called 

what? 

ANSWER: The jury



How do you become part of a jury? 

ANSWER: You are 
chosen at random 
from the electoral 

register



Where are less serious offences such 
as driving offences heard? 

ANSWER: In a 
magistrates court



Where are serious offences like 
murder heard? 

ANSWER: In a 
crown court



How we can see British Value 
in everyday life at our school. 

• Our Class charter which we all develop in September
• Our Playground Manners
• Our Golden Rules
• Our Behaviour Policy which has clear expectations and sanctions. We 

understand there are consequences when we break the rules.





Rules are everywhere, at home, 
at school and at work. 
If the teachers don't follow the 
rules at work you will lose your 
job and it will be difficult for you 
to get another job elsewhere.



At school the government and the 
Academy councillors all contribute to 
setting the rules. 

Ofsted (Officers for standards in Education) 
check that we are following these rules and 
we are being fair. They check that rules are 
followed so that standards are good and 
that pupils make good progress and are 
prepared for life as an adult. 



Let us reflect on what our school 
would be like if we didn't have 
rules. 
For example, we could wear what clothes we liked, come 
to school when we wanted and go home when we felt like 
it. It would be chaos and we wouldn't be safe. We 
certainly would not be able to learn or be prepared for 
secondary school or even getting a job.


