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Dear parents and carers,  

We have had a super busy week and there is so 

much to tell you about! The whole academy has 

been out and about on trips or having visitors into 

school - you can read more about these 

throughout the newsletter. We love going on trips 

as these bring learning to life - thank you, as 

always, to the parents and carers who accompany 

us on these trips - they couldn’t go ahead without 

you. We have also had Scooter Pods installed 

behind the Bike Shed in the Main Entrance for the 

children to store their scooters. Please use them. 
 
Science Week 
This week has been Science Week in 

school. Classes have been celebrating two special days 
during this week, International Day of Women in Science 
and Darwin Day. Children have participated in a range of 
investigations and we have embedded our science 
principles across the school.  
On Tuesday, they participated in a Science Workshop 
during school which included a range of experiments and 
the science magic that happens within them.  
Parents and the local community were able to come to an 
evening show which had a great turn out. Natasha (who 
ran the sessions) was very pleased with the audience that 
turned up. It was interesting to see what happens when 
you burn a jelly baby - it makes a mini firework!  
Over the week, we have had parents and community 
members come into all our classes. We are very grateful 
for the parents that have given up their time to come in 
and talk to the children about their STEM based jobs. The 
children have thoroughly enjoyed this and it has brought 
awareness of just how important jobs in STEM are.  
Nursery: We have had a fantastic Science Week in 
Nursery. The children have seen what happens when we 
mix different liquids together, when we mix liquids with a 
powder and what happens to a candle when you starve it 
of oxygen. They have witnessed some eruptions when we 
made our Elephants Toothpaste and when we mixed cola 
with Mentos mints, which made us think about what 
happens inside our tummy. The children and their parents 
have explored what happens when you try to mix oil and 
water. They have also explored floating and sinking in 
different substances: water, custard and cornflour.  
Reception: We have been having a lot of fun in 
Reception this week celebrating Science Week.  
The children carried out a variety of experiments which 
included exploring how magnets work. The children were 
encouraged to sort objects into 2 categories, magnetic 
and non-magnetic. The children also enjoyed 
experimenting with floating and sinking. On Tuesday, the 
children focused on people and communities and were 
visited by a member of the Neighbourhood Watch team. 
Claudia spoke to the children about working together and 
supporting our neighbours. The children talked about the 
emergency services and were told in case of an 
emergency to call 999 and were encouraged to learn their 
address. On Wednesday and Thursday, we learnt about 
the world around us. We looked at the parts of a flower 
and the lifecycle of a butterfly.  

Year 1: Year 1 have had a fun packed week for Science Week 
this week. They have been learning about Jane Goodhall as 
their chosen woman in Science. We have been amazed at the 
discoveries Jane made through her work with Chimpanzees 
and that she lived with a Chimpanzee pack for 2 years of her 
life. We have also been learning about our topic plants for the 
half term. Learning about evergreen trees, designing our own 
garden and how plants grow. We particularly enjoyed when 
our grownups came in and we sketched, labelled and 
dissected flowers to explore their different parts. 
Year 2: Year 2 have enjoyed a fantastic week of Science-filled 
activities. On Monday, the children learned about women in 
Science and focused on the important work of Mary Anning. 
They learned about her life and had a chance to handle some 
real fossils. Tuesday was Darwin Day and the children were 
introduced to Charles Darwin, learning about his voyage on 
HMS Beagle to the Galapagos Islands. They learned about the 
Giant Galapagos Tortoise and imagined what adventures it 
would have if it came to school for the day! On Thursday, the 
children and parents had great fun making and experimenting 
with Oobleck (cornflour slime) and discovering its special, non-
Newtonian properties. Thanks to all the parents who have 
helped throughout the week! 
Year 3: In Year 3, we have been busy investigating many 
things. We have looked at Mary Anning for International 
Women’s day to show the impact she has had in women in 
Science. During Darwin Day, we asked questions about 
evolution and as well as designing our own animal based on 
the habitat they lived in. We have done a range of different 
experiments to do with forces and magnets to go alongside 
this half terms science topic. The children have also really 
enjoyed investigating the energy and strength a magnet can 
have.  
When the parents joined us on Wednesday, Kingfisher used 
cornflour and water to investigate the consistency needed to 
make slime. Woodpecker used milk and food colouring to 
investigate the patterns they can make. We have ended the 
week with a trip to the Science Museum where we had a 
chance to get some hands on experience in the Wonderlab of 
all things science. 
Year 4: Year 4 have had a fantastic week learning about lots 
of different aspects of science. The week began with a flying 
lesson, where we made paper aeroplanes and investigated to 
work out ways in which to make them more aerodynamic. We 
then learnt about Jane Goodall and her work to protect 
endangered animals which inspired us to try to protect some 
animals of our own. Please come and ask us about reasons 
why we need to protect the bees and ways we can do it.  
We were also very lucky to receive a visit from a parent, who 
taught us about ways that scientists are trying to reduce fossil 
fuel emissions. Thank you for teaching us!  
Year 5: For International Day of Women in Science, Year 5 
looked at Mae Jemison. She was the first black lady to go into 
space. We looked at her life, and the journey she took to be 
successful. During Darwin Day, children learnt about Charles 
Darwin and his thoughts on Human Evolution. We also looked 
at what was life like after the Ice Age era.   
We invited parents in on Monday to carry out a spaghetti and 
marshmallow engineering activity with the children. Thank you 
to the parents that attended.  
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Year 6: Eagle class kick started the week by becoming a 
team of Forensic Investigators to help solve the mystery 
of who stole Miss Glencross’ sandwich. The E.F.B.I 
(Eagle Forensic Bureau of Investigators) looked at 
various clues: analysing fingerprints and measuring 
biometrics of key suspects. Before lunch, they uncovered 
the culprit- Mrs Shukla! 
Hawk class made their own periscopes and delved into 
the history of the observation instrument, including their 
use on submarines and in the trenches in WW2. Using 
their experience, each child wrote a scientific explanation 
of how a periscope works, including a technical diagram.  
Both classes participated an activity looking at evolution 
through natural selection or ‘survival of the fittest’. Each 
child was given a tool to represent a bird’s beak and had 
to gather as much food as possible on the Galapagos 
Islands in order for their species to survive. We also 
finished our night light projects and our final night lights 
can be seen on the display opposite our classrooms.  
 

Neighbourhood Watch visit Early Years 
On Tuesday, Neighbourhood Watch came to 
visit Reception and Nursery. We had a lovely 
time learning about what a neighbourhood is 

and how to stay safe. We spoke about what number to 
call if we need help and who we need to speak to, the 
Ambulance, Police or Fire Service. We were proud of the 
children's enthusiasm and how well they listened to the 
Officer. 

 
Reception Stay and Play 
Thank you to all of the grownups who 

joined us for Stay and Play on Monday. The children 
loved sharing their learning and play with you all. Stay 
and Plays are a great opportunity for the children to 
showcase how well they have settled into their routine at 
school and to share their favourite areas of learning with 
their grownups.  

 
Dragonfly Trip to The Science Museum  
On Monday 11th February, Dragonfly 
enjoyed a calm and peaceful trip to the 
Science Museum. The children had the 

opportunity to investigate the powers of the sun in the 
exhibition. Upon discovering solar power, Micah thought 
solar panels would be a good idea for the school to save 
money! Children were awestruck when they saw the 
many changing surfaces of the sun, with gas explosions 
and UV filters. To end the day Dragonfly explored the vast 
Space exhibit leaving them with many more questions 
from their curious minds. Fun was had by all. 

 
Year 1 and 2 Trip to The Polka Theatre 
On Wednesday, Key Stage One travelled to the 

Polka Theatre to watch the classic story of friendship and 
bravery, The Wind in the Willows. We all enjoyed this 
wonderfully funny tale that was brought to life with music 
and song! As we journeyed through the seasons with 
Mole, Ratty, Badger and Toad, we learnt a lot about what 
animals eat and their habitats. It was a fantastic show and 
we were all left in awe when a little Polka Theatre magic 
made it start to snow inside the theatre! 

Year 5 and 6 Trip to The IMAX 
On Thursday, Year 5 and 6 had a trip to the 
IMAX cinema. Children watched a 

documentary called 'Under the Sea' in 3D. They enjoyed 
learning about the different animals that live in the coral reefs. 
Thank you to the parents that were able to assist on the trip.  

 
Pupil Parliament to the Houses of Parliament 
On Monday, Pupil Parliament visited the houses of 
Parliament. We had a workshop all about the history 

and role of the Parliament. This was the followed by a tour of 
the House of Lords and the House of Commons. The children 
were impressed by the building and asked lots of important 
questions to help them further their understanding of the roles 
of Parliament. We then linked this to their role of Pupil 
Parliament member back at school. 

 
Netball Tournament  
On Thursday, Mrs Portsmouth and Miss Sarah took 
a group of 9 girls to Croydon High to take part in the 

finals of the Netball Tournament. They were both so impressed 
with the efforts and attitude of all the girls who took part.  
Jessica was the first goal scorer in the first match. Followed by 
Zamira scoring 2 goals in the second match. Amelia and 
Gabrielle then scored a goal in our third and fourth match. 
The girls came away with joint 5th place with Heavers Farm out 
of the whole of Croydon. Well done girls! 

 
Menu Sampling 
Sodexo supported our Parents’ Evening this 
week with a preview of next terms menu. The 

menu this term has had the added influence of our children as 
we asked them what they would like to see. 
Adults and children were able to sample jerk chicken and 
sweet potato wedges, gnocchi, and veggie wraps. 
They were able to ask staff dietary questions and have a look 
at the amazing lunches we have to offer here at our Academy. 
The samples were well received and we are looking forward to 
the new menu, a copy of which is attached to this email. 

 
100% Attendance Draw 
Well done to Yasmin in Goldfinch and Princess in 
Raven who won the Half Termly Attendance Prize 

Draw for getting 100% attendance in Spring Term 1. They won 
a £30 Vue Cinema gift card each. 

 
CPFC Ladies Football Tickets 
The girls who attend our Girls’ Football Club on 

Tuesdays were invited to take part in a prize draw for free 
tickets to see Crystal Palace Football Club’s Ladies Team 
play. CPFC kindly provided us with 4 tickets to give away and 
the lucky winners were Esmeeralda in Kingfisher and Jahnae 
in Magpie who won 2 tickets each. 
 

Makaton words of the week 
Man and Woman. 
All the children are enjoying learning the new 
Makaton signs and joining in with the signing of our 

songs in Sing & Sign assembly. Please encourage your 
children to show you the signs they are learning, they are doing 
so well!  
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Travel Ambassadors  
About STARS – Sustainable Travel: 
Active, Responsible, Safe 
STARS is Transport for London’s 

accreditation scheme for London schools. It is designed 
to inspire young Londoners to travel to school 
sustainably, actively, responsibly and safely by 
championing walking, scooting and cycling. 
The programme supports pupils’ wellbeing, helps to 
reduce congestion at the school gates and improve road 
safety and air quality. Schools submit detailed Travel 
Plans for bronze, silver or gold accreditation based on 
your achievements over the year. At present we have 
been awarded Bronze and we are aiming to achieve 
Silver by the end of the academic year. 

What is a JTA? 
JTAs are pupils from each KS2 year group 
who are responsible for promoting active 
travel (such as walking, cycling and road 
safety) within our school community. They 

promote independent travel to their peers as they prepare 
pupils for the transition from primary to secondary school. 
This could entail carrying out assemblies, conducting 
surveys, classroom talks, helping with completing the 
school travel plan, learning how to use a Journey 
Planner and running competitions on a regular basis 
throughout their term in office. This year we are proud to 
have Zephyr, Zamira, Miguel, Ketayah, Ridwan, Allen 
Lailah and Riley as our JTA. 
We have sent home a competition that asks children to 
design a badge that links to a famous invention. Entries 
need to be back by Friday 1st March. 
 

Parent Lunch 
We invite parents/carers to come in and have 
lunch with their child once a term. Letters are 
sent out a couple of weeks before the lunch 

date. The cost is £4.00 per adult, which must be handed 
in to the office with the form by the due date, which will 
always be the Monday before the day of the lunch. Dates 
are always on a Wednesday and are as follows for each 
Class/Year Group: 

Year 2 - 27th February 
Year 3 - 6th March 
Year 4 - 13th March 
Year 5 - 20th March 
Year 6 - 27th March 

 
Punctuality 
Please remember that the children can be on 
our playground at 8.40am and our school bell 

rings a few minutes before our official start time of 8.50am 
to get the children ready for their learning. 
This week’s punctuality for each class: 

Robin – 0% Wren – 0.3% 

Sparrow – 0% Starling – 0.3% 

Chaffinch – 0.3% Goldfinch – 0% 

Kingfisher – 0.3% Woodpecker – 0% 

Magpie – 0% Owl – 1.4% 

Heron – 0% Raven – 0.8% 

Eagle – 1.7% Hawk – 0.3% 
 

Upcoming Class Assembly Dates 
Please note class assemblies are on Thursdays 
and start at 9.05am. We welcome all parents / 

carers and family members that would like to come. 

7th March Sparrow 

14th March  Magpie 

21st March Woodpecker 

28th March Goldfinch 

4th April Hawk  

 
Stars of The Week 
At Oasis Academy Ryelands we are driven by a 
powerful ethos that CAREs. It aspires to treat 

everyone inclusively and recognises the importance of a 
holistic approach to education.  
We have been giving out our celebration certificates in line with 
our school values. The children’s and staff certificates have 
been awarded for demonstrating our values, as seen below:  

Values 
C - Community. We care for our community and help others 
whenever we can. 
A - Aspiration. When you work hard and believe you can do 
anything you then have options. 
R - Resilience. We never stop trying even when it gets tough. 
E - Enjoyment. Developing a love of lifelong learning in our 
community. 
The Circle of Inclusion. (which surrounds the word CARE) 
- We believe we are one family: we play together and learn 
together and no one is left out. 
Our stars of the week this week were:  
 
 

Aspiration Luka - Chaffinch 
 Safa - Starling 

Enjoyment Ajae – Wren 
 Zamira – Eagle 
 Alara – Hawk 
 Bethan – Heron 
 Charlotte – Goldfinch 
 Georgia – Sparrow 
 Dorothy – Robin 

Inclusion Cullum – Raven 
 Niya – Sparrow 

 
Children’s Choice 

Kyrelle chose Calvin for Inclusion 
 

 
 
 

Golden Ticket Winners 
Our Golden Ticket Winners this week: 

Rory – Sparrow Summer – Starling 

Nelly – Goldfinch Carlos – Raven 

Taliyah – Heron Abigail – Hawk 

Clinton – Eagle Aurelio - Chaffinch 
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Class Attendance Figures for this week 
 

Robin 93.8% 

 

Wren 99.3% 

Sparrow 93.7% Starling 90.6% 

Chaffinch 97.3% Goldfinch 98% 

Kingfisher 95.1% Woodpecker 95.1% 

Magpie 95.9% Owl 94.8% 

Heron 93% Raven 97.2% 

Eagle 91% Hawk 91.7% 

School 
Weekly 
Total 

94.9% 
School Year 

to Date  
Total 

96.5% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P4C Question 
of the Week 

Would you rather go to 
the Moon or to Mars? 

Whole 

School  

Target: 97.5% 



WEEKLY NEWS ISSUE 20 
15th February 2019 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  

The dates for the whole of the academic year are published on our website. 
Date Activity 

Mon 25th February All pupils return to school 

Tues 26th February Crystal Palace Diving Assessment Y3-6 

Weds 27th February Year 2 Parent Lunch 

Mon 4th – Fri 8th March Book Week 

Tues 5th March Y1 Sightseeing Trip to London 

Weds 6th March Year 3 Parent Lunch 

Thurs 7th March 
World Book Day 
Bedtime Stories Mufti Day 
Year 5 Maths Challenge – 4 children to Elmhurst Boys 

Tues 12th March Parent Workshop: Restorative Justice - 14.30 

Weds 13th March Year 4 Parent Lunch 

Weds 20th March Year 5 Parent Lunch 

Weds 27th March 
Year 6 Parent Lunch 
Nursery Zoolab visit 

Thurs 28th March Year 4 trip to Tower of London 

Fri 29th March Year 3 Rainy Rainforest Workshop 

Weds 3rd April 
Poetry Recital 
Year 3 & 4 One Day Bike Training 

Thurs 4th April 
Mufti Day – What I want to be when I grow up! £1 per 
child. Please note, this is a date change from 8th March 
Easter Discos - £2 per child 

Fri 5th April 

Easter Egg Raffe 
Tuck Shop from 13.30 
Last day of term. 13.30 finish. All pupils must be 
collected by an adult. 

Spring Term  
Key Dates 
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