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Dear parents and carers  

Yet another busy week has flown by! The school is 

now beginning to feel a little bit festive with carols 

and other seasonal songs and displays starting to 

take shape. Our traditional Christmas 

celebrations are underway and we look forward to 

welcoming parents and carers to the various 

events, which take place during the last two weeks 

of term. FOR too are in the final throws of 

preparation for the Christmas Fair which is on 

Thursday 13th December. School is going to be 

closing at 3pm on that day. Children will be 

collected from the classrooms as usual. We are 

hoping that you will then come and have a look 

around the fair with your child(ren). Please do have 

a look at FOR news later on in the newsletter to 

find out more details and how you can offer 

support. If everyone was able to give 30 minutes, it 

would be incredible.   
 
Wren Trip to Ashburton Library 
This week, Wren class had a trip to Ashburton 
Library. The children learnt about how to use 

the Library. They looked at fiction and non-fiction books, 
then the Librarian read a story, which the children enjoyed 
listening to and answered questions to do with the story. 
The Librarian commented on the children's good 
behaviour. Thank you to the parents that assisted. 

 
Year 2 Sea Shanty Workshop 
This week Year 2 were treated to a music 
workshop run by John and Neill. The children 

learned about beat, rhythm and melody and worked 
together to create their own sea shanties. Goldfinch class’ 
song is called ‘The Sailor Song’ and Chaffinch class’ song 
is called ‘Stars and Moons’. They will continue to practice 
them and to accompany them with instruments. The 
children loved it – thank you John and Neill! 

 
Dragonfly Trip to Museum of Croydon 
Today, Dragonfly children ventured out to the 
Museum of Croydon. Thanks to the map-

readers, Sinead and Makiydah, we arrived safely. Once 
inside, the children stepped into the past being allowed to 
play with toys from the 1900’s and experiencing how to 
use vintage household items. They particularly enjoyed 
beating the rug to make it clean! The children asked 
many, many questions and were in awe at the old 
photographs of Croydon. Sinead commented “I thought it 
was very fun to see the artefacts!” 
We received a phone call from the museum after they left 
saying “The children were very well behaved and they 
were a really lovely group of children.” 

 
Football Club Cancellation 
Please be aware, on Thursday 13th 
December, there will be no Football Club 

for Years 1 & 2 as we will be holding our Christmas Fair. 
 
 

Year 2 Pirate Dress Up Day 
Next Thursday, 6th December, Year 2 will be having a 
pirate dress up day to bring their ‘Land Ahoy’ topic to 

a close. We look forward to seeing the children dressed in all 
things pirate! 

 
Year 4 PJ Dress Up Day 
On Monday 10th December, Year 4 will be having a 
pyjama day. This is to link to our writing about the 

Dreamgiver. We will be spending the day thinking about 
dreams both for our writing and for our futures. What better 
way to get into the right mindset than by getting into the clothes 
we dream in!  

 
FoodCycle and The Community Meal   
FoodCycle Norwood Junction were invited to take 
part in some filming last Friday evening for a TV 

programme called ‘Do the Right Thing’, which is airing on 
Channel 5 in January 2019. They decided that they wanted to 
feature the community meal that takes place every Friday here 
at Oasis Academy Ryelands. 
The presenters Eamonn Holmes and Ruth Langsford attended 
our academy and spoke to staff members, volunteers and 
guests about the project to explore why charities like 
FoodCycle are needed. They rolled up their sleeves and 
helped with cutting up all the food, and after it was cooked, 
served it to the guests who they then joined to eat the meal 
themselves. All the people that spoke to Eamonn and Ruth felt 
that they were really interested in the good community work 
that is going on at Ryelands.  

 
Service of Collation and Induction  
On Wednesday evening, I represented the 
academy along with the Principals of Oasis 

Academy Shirley Park Primary and The Woodside Academy 
to celebrate Sam Dennis becoming the permanent vicar at St 
Luke’s. We would like to congratulate him and thank him for all 
the work that he does in our local community. 

 
Friends of Ryelands 

DON'T FORGET! 

It's Christmas Countdown 

Mufti Monday on 3rd 

December.  
Wear something festive! £1 per child. All proceeds are going 

to Friends of Ryelands. Thanks for your support. 

 
Email friendsofryelands@gmail.com for more info on any of 
our events, to join our mailing list, or if you are interested in 
getting involved. 
LIKE US on Facebook - Friends of Oasis Academy Ryelands. 
 
 

mailto:friendsofryelands@gmail.com
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Wellbeing Focus 
As adults, we know that anxieties and worries are 
usually a part of life and we all try to develop 

strategies to cope with these. Children will also 
experience anxiety at different ages and stages. These 
are normal and often follow a typical pattern – so, 
separation anxiety between 8 months and 3-years old; 
specific phobias in the early years of school; and social 
anxiety as children move through primary school and into 
secondary education. The NHS has really useful 
information about helping children manage anxiety on 
their website (https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-
anxietydepression/anxiety-inchildren/); this stresses that 
talking, reassuring and helping with strategies – rather 
than avoiding situations which might be difficult altogether 
– are the best strategies to use. 

 
Infant Playground 
We have some wonderful news. After 

many negotiations with different playground companies, 
we have managed to secure a wonderful deal that will 
allow us to go ahead with ordering a trim trail for the infant 
playground. Friends Of Ryelands have worked so hard 
through a range of different events to be able to put the 
majority of their saving towards this project. Having this 
equipment will add another dimension to creative play, 
risk taking and build-up of the children’s core strength. 
Can I thank the committee for agreeing to this project and 
for all of you for supporting FOR. This project will be 
starting on Wednesday 12th December 2018!! Until the 
site visit takes place next week, I am unsure if there will 
be any disruption. I will keep you posted. I am sure 
though, that you will agree that the trim trail and the 
enjoyment it will bring the children will outweigh the 5/6 
day disruption. 

 
Term Time Holidays  
Please remember to check school holiday 

dates before booking family holidays or days away as we 
do not authorise holidays during term time. Information is 
available from the Academy Office and on the school 
website. Holidays taken in term time will be recorded as 
unauthorised absences and the Education Welfare 
Officer will issue Fixed Penalty Notices.  
 

Do You Have a Career Based in Science?  
Are you available any time between 11th 
and 15th February to come in for a 

session? We would love to have you in school to talk to 
the children about your job and how science is linked to 
it. If this is something that you are interested in, please 
get in touch with Mrs Shukla.  
 

Upcoming Class Assembly Dates 
Please note class assemblies are on 
Thursdays and start at 9.05am. We 

welcome all parents / carers and family members that 
would like to come. 

6th December Chaffinch 

17th January Starling 

24th January Robin 

31st January Eagle 

Year 4 Swimming 
After Christmas, Year 4 will be lucky enough to 
start swimming lessons on a Tuesday at 10am. 
Owl Class will be going for the first half term. 

After February half term, Magpie class will be going swimming 
in this slot. If you are able to help walk down to the swimming 
pool, please let your child’s class teacher know.   
 

Chat Health 
Chat Health is a confidential texting service for 
parents and carers, giving advice and support with 
children’s physical and emotional health. Sleeping, 

safety, minor illnesses, introducing solids, toilet training, 
emotional health & more. Text your NHS Health Visiting 
Service on 07507 334150. 
 

YouTube  
Although we know pupils enjoy watching 
content uploaded on YouTube, the 
minimum age for the site is actually 13 

years old. According to Net Aware, 14% of young people think 
YouTube is unsafe because of the unpleasant comments 
made about videos, the risk of seeing inappropriate content – 
whether intentional or otherwise – and the large number of 
adverts that are featured. However, we know that children do 
enjoy the ability to watch music videos and other content, and 
that YouTube can help them identify new interests to share 
with friends.  
Top tips to manage YouTube use safely include, as with all 
internet use, have regular conversations with your child about 
what they are doing on YouTube and what they enjoy 
watching. Check your children know how to report anything 
which bothers them – and encourage them to also tell parents 
about this too. Children can be scared to share any online 
issues with adults for fear of being banned from using sites 
they enjoy, so please have conversations about how important 
it is to talk about anything which worries them.  
Consider using YouTube Kids, especially with much younger 
children, as this has a greater number of safety features and 
time limit facilities to use. 
 

Makaton words of the week 
Yes and No. 
All the children are enjoying learning the new 
Makaton signs and joining in with the signing of our 

songs in Sing & Sign assembly. Please encourage your 
children to show you the signs they are learning, they are doing 
so well!  
 

Flu Immunisation 
This is taking place on 13th December. If your child 
misses their flu spray at school (Rec – Year 5), the 
Immunisation Team have a walk-in clinic every 

Thursday between 3.30pm and 4.30pm at: 
Croydon Health Services 
12 – 18 Lennard Road 
Croydon 
CR9 2RS 
For more information, contact the Immunisation Team on: 020 
8274 6453 or e-mail 
Ch-Tr.ImmunisationTeam@nhs.net  
  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxietydepression/anxiety-inchildren/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxietydepression/anxiety-inchildren/
mailto:Ch-Tr.ImmunisationTeam@nhs.net
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Punctuality 
Please remember that the children can be on 
our playground at 8.40am and our school bell 
rings a few minutes before our official start 

time of 8.50am to get the children ready for their learning. 
This week’s punctuality for each class: 

Robin – 0.9% Wren – 1.6% 

Sparrow – 1.6% Starling – 2% 

Chaffinch – 0.3% Goldfinch – 0% 

Kingfisher – 0% Woodpecker – 0.6% 

Magpie – 1.8% Owl – 1.2% 

Heron – 0% Raven – 1.2% 

Eagle – 0.3% Hawk – 0% 

 
Golden Ticket Winners 
Our Golden Ticket Winners this week: 
 

Nelly – Goldfinch Alara - Hawk 

Madyson – Owl Amalia -Sparrow 

Richard - Raven Ridwan - Magpie 

Serafim – Heron Ayub – Kingfisher 

Zion – Starling Ayuanna – Woodpecker 

Gabriel - Eagle  
 

Stars of The Week 
At Oasis Academy Ryelands we are driven by a 
powerful ethos that CAREs. It aspires to treat 

everyone inclusively and recognises the importance of a 
holistic approach to education.  
We have been giving out our celebration certificates in line with 
our school values. The children’s and staff certificates have 
been awarded for demonstrating our values, as seen below:  

Values 
C - Community. We care for our community and help others 
whenever we can. 
A - Aspiration. When you work hard and believe you can do 
anything you then have options. 
R - Resilience. We never stop trying even when it gets tough. 
E - Enjoyment. Developing a love of lifelong learning in our 
community. 
The Circle of Inclusion. (which surrounds the word CARE) 
- We believe we are one family: we play together and learn 
together and no one is left out. 
Our stars of the week this week were: 
 
 

Community Jenny - Kitchen 
 Miss Giraud 

Aspiration Miles – Chaffinch 
 Gaphian – Owl 
 Dawid - Hawk 
 Miss Gower 

Resilience Zion – Starling 
 Kimora-Jay – Sparrow 
 Evelyne - Kingfisher 

 Emelda – Magpie 

 Tahliya – Heron 

 Saro - Raven 

Enjoyment Vincent – Robin 
 Keegan - Wren 

Inclusion Dylan - Goldfinch 
 Jamilah - Woodpecker 
 Zack - Eagle 
  

Children’s Choice 
Ryan chose Emelda for Aspiration 
Cullam chose Alex for Enjoyment 
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Class Attendance Figures for this week 

Robin 98.9% 

 

Wren 97.8% 

Sparrow 95% Starling 97.4% 

Chaffinch 97.2% Goldfinch 96.5% 

Kingfisher 100% Woodpecker 96.6% 

Magpie 98.1% Owl 97.3% 

Heron 94.2% Raven 96.7% 

Eagle 96.3% Hawk 97.7% 

School 
Weekly 
Total 

97.1% 
School Year 

to Date  
Total 

97.3% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Date Activity 

Mon 3rd December 
Raven Class trip to Hampton Court 
Christmas Countdown Mufti Day - Christmas theme - £1 

Tues 4th December Heron Class trip to Hampton Court 

Weds 5th December Y4 Parent Lunch 

Weds 12th December Y5 & 6 Parent Lunch 

Thurs 13th December 

Reception – Y6 Nasal Flu Vaccine 
Christmas Fair 15.00-17.30 
Duckling Carol Concert for Nursery families only - 
Times TBC 

Fri 14th December 
Carol Concert at St Luke’s Church – 13.30 for 14.00 
start. Whole school community welcome 

Mon 17th December EY & Y1 Christmas Production at 14.00 

Tues 18th December EY & Y1 Christmas Production at 9.45 

Weds 19th December 
Carol Singing at Whitgift Centre – 10.00 
Christmas Lunch – 11.30 

Thurs 20th December 
Last day of term. 13.30 finish. All pupils must be 
collected by an adult 

Whole 

School  

Target: 97.5% 

Autumn Term 2 
Key Dates 
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