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Heritage Week 
This week we have been 
celebrating Heritage Week. 
Heritage week is an opportunity for 
us to explore and learn about 
different cultures. We also 
celebrated our own culture by 
dressing up in our traditional 

costume and paraded through the hall.  
Well done to the winners of our prize draw: 

Most Authentic Costume: Yochabel - Robin 
Most Inspired Costume: Marlo - Raven 

EYFS: In Nursery this week, we learnt about Diwali. We 
made diva pots out of salt dough and painted them 
using bright colours. The children enjoyed learning 
about India and enjoyed taking part in some Indian 
dancing. We also made henna and Rangoli patterns. 
We spent one day learning about Africa. We read the 
story of Handa's Surprise and learned about the 
different African animals. The children painted animal 
pictures and acted out the story on the spot tray with the 
toy animals. We made African necklaces and had fun 
decorating them with beautiful jewels. The children loved 
looking at a world map and finding all the different 
countries they are from. The children then made their 
country’s flag. We went to our first assembly and the 
children showed their costumes to the whole school, we 
were very impressed with how well they behaved. 
In Reception this week, we have been focusing on our 
families and our heritage. The children loved talking 
about their families and took huge pride in talking about 
their different heritages. We spent one of our morning 
carpet sessions looking at a world map and finding 
different countries. The children enjoyed watching 
videos of traditional dancing from some countries such 
as Spain and Brazil. We have enjoyed making 
some traditional dishes this week, such as Greek salad 
and salsa. The Reception staff were very impressed with 
the children's enthusiasm to have a go at cutting the 
ingredients and when trying their creations.  
KS1: We have had a fantastic week in Key Stage 1 
learning all about different countries around the world. 
Year 1 have been reading African folktales about Anansi 
the spider, designing their own flags for the school, 
making famous landmarks out of pasta and even trying 
some different dances from around the world. Year 2 
have focused their learning on India this week. They 
spent an afternoon trying different Indian foods, made 
Diva lamps and Indian sweets. It was also fantastic to see 
all the children dressed up on Thursday.   
Lower KS2: Year 3 and 4 have really enjoyed the wide 
range of activities and cultures we have learnt about this 
week.  
In Kingfisher class, we have jumped around the globe. 
We started by learning about a girl called Zahra who lives 
in Africa and thought about ways charities work to 
improve her life in PSHE. In music, we travelled to Japan 
and learnt a traditional folk song. In RE and Art we learnt 
about Diwali and Rangoli patterns. In DT we found out 
about Alebrijes, which are animals that come from 
Mexican stories and the artist who builds them. 
Woodpecker class learned about a different culture and 
explored Mexico, focusing on the Mexican Day of the  

Dead fiesta. We have been making 3D sugar skulls and earlier 
in the week, we made burritos.  
Owl class looked at British Heritage. We held a tea party and 
made finger sandwiches in preparation for it. We also looked 
at the famous British Graffiti artist Banksy and made 
monoprints in the style of his art. For English we wrote stories 
in the style of Rudy Kipling. Owl class has had a fantastic week 
and thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. 
Magpie class have been finding out about food from around 
the world and looking at the similarities and differences of this. 
We also really enjoyed doing some Irish Dancing.  
Upper KS2: Year 5 have been creating Caribbean art. They 
have also looked at their personal heritage through internet 
research. During PE, children have been learning an African 
dance and have painted some flags. 
Year 6 have looked at the lives of Ade Adepitan, Doreen 
Lawrence, Jamal Edwards. With partners, they have written 
biographies about them and published their writing on the 
computers. They have also made some Jamaican style 
patties. 

 
Diwali Assembly 
Today we were lucky enough to have a Diwali 
presentation from someone at the Harry Krishna 
Centre on Enmore Road. The children learnt the 

story of Rama and Sita and learnt about lamps that were used 
to guide them home after their 14 year exile. These lamps are 
still used today by Hindus to celebrate Diwali. The children 
enjoyed watching others act the story out and were praised on 
how well they listened. 
  

Poppy Appeal  
The traditional poppies will be available from the 
school office at the beginning and end of each school 
day, for the remainder of this week and the whole of 
next week. Thank you for your support. 

 
Medical Appointments  
All Doctor, Dental and Hospital appointments, 
wherever possible, must be made outside of 
the school day. If this is not possible, you must 

notify the school office of dates, times and provide medical 
evidence whether it is in the form of a text, email or letter. If an 
appointment has been made over the phone, you must provide 
proof of your attendance. If no evidence is seen by the office 
staff, your child’s absence will be recorded as unauthorised. 

 
UNCRC Article Of The Month 
Our new article of the month for November is 
Article 30: You have the right to practise your 
own culture, language and religion. We will 

be referencing this article during our assemblies and teaching 
and would be grateful if you could talk to your children about 
this right at home as well. Also, a quick reminder to try to read 
and watch the news regularly with your children to help them 
become more aware of current national and global issues 
(CBBC Newsround is great 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround) 

 
Aldi’s Kit For Schools 
We have signed up for Aldi’s ’kit for 

schools’ campaign. Bring in your stickers to add to our chart 
so we can earn a free sports kit. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
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You Can Earn Rewards For Our School: 
Join ‘The Big Book Boost’ 
The Book People have launched a new 
fundraising scheme called the Big Book Boost 

to help schools earn free books for their classrooms. 
Every time you pace an order over £10 online with The 
Book People, they will donate £1 to our school to spend 
on books. Please visit 
www.thebookpeople.co.uk/bigbookboost to explore the 
books on offer, select our school at the checkout and help 
to support the school and your own children’s reading – 
thank you! 

 
Breakfast Club 
From January onwards, due to increases in 
the cost of resources and staffing, the price 
of Breakfast Club will be increasing to £4. 

We are confident that the Breakfast club still continues to 
provide a high quality service meeting the needs of both 
parents/carers whilst allowing children the opportunity to 
have a healthy nutritious start to the day and the chance 
to engage in activities, relax and have fun before the start 
of the school day. 

 
Educate Against Hate  
The Educate Against Hate website 

has lots of resources to use with young people and was 
developed by the Department for Education and the 
Home Office. It offers advice to parents, teachers and 
adults who work with young people, so that we can 
support pupils in an age appropriate manner and tackle 
conversations about radicalisation and extremism. If you 
would like to see more or access their resources, please 
click on the link. https://educateagainsthate.com/parents/ 
Oasis Academy Ryelands is a place that inspires and 
engages young minds. Our school believes in democracy 
and law, where every individual has a voice that is heard 
and respected, no matter what their faith or belief. Our 
school values discussion, debate and learning from 
others. We believe that division belongs in mathematics, 
not our community. 
 

Would You Like Your Child to Start 
Reception at Ryelands in 2019?  
Come and have a tour of the school to find 
out more. Book via the office or on 0208 

656 4165. Tours last approximately 45 minutes, and all 
your questions will be answered. 

Saturday 9th November - 3.30pm 
Tuesday 19th November - 10am 
Monday 2nd December - 2.30pm 
Wednesday 8th January - 10am 

 
Upcoming Class Assembly Dates 
Please note class assemblies are on 
Thursdays and start at 9.05am. We 

welcome all parents / carers and family members that 
would like to come. 

7th November Hawk 

14th November Heron 

22nd November Kingfisher 

28th November Magpie 

5th December Goldfinch 

Makaton words of the week 
Morning and Afternoon. 
All the children are enjoying learning the new 
Makaton signs and joining in with the signing of our 

songs in Sing & Sign assembly. Please encourage your 
children to show you the signs they are learning, they are doing 
so well!  
 

Friends of Ryelands 
Thank you very much to those that attended the 
planning meeting on Wednesday evening. 
Christmas planning is now officially underway!  

 
Drumroll please... 
 

 
 
***Monday 9th December 3:30pm - 6:00pm*** 
 
Your Christmas card designs will be with you soon along 
with an order form.  
 
Other dates for your diary: 
3rd December - Crazy Christmas Hair Day (and jumper if 
you're feeling really festive!) 
9th January  - Movie Night  
 
To join our mailing list please email: 
Email: friendsofryelands@gmail.com 
Registered Charity number 1027119 
 

Have You Started Your Christmas Shopping Yet? 
Do you shop on AMAZON?  
You can now support Friends Of 
Ryelands every time you shop on 

Amazon. Simply use the web address below and choose 
Friends Of Ryelands School as your chosen charity. (When 
shopping you need to shop through www.smile.amazon.co.uk 
rather than directly on the standard Amazon site.) 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1027119-0  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/bigbookboost
https://educateagainsthate.com/parents/
mailto:friendsofryelands@gmail.com
tel:1027119
http://www.smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1027119-0


WEEKLY NEWS ISSUE 08 
1st November 2019 

 
 
 

Class Attendance Figures for this week 

Robin 92.5% 

 

Wren 95.1% 

Sparrow 89.1% Starling 96.9% 

Chaffinch 96.3% Goldfinch 95.7% 

Kingfisher 93% Woodpecker 96.6% 

Magpie 97% Owl 96.6% 

Heron 92.6% Raven 96.6% 

Eagle 90% Hawk 96.8% 

School 
Weekly 
Total 

94.6% 
School Year 

to Date  
Total 

96.9% 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

Easy Fundraising  
It’s DOUBLE DONATION 
WEEK! You can raise TWICE 

as much for Oasis Academy Ryelands when you use 
EasyFundraising to shop online this week. Please think 
of us if you're starting your Christmas shopping - every 
donation matters! Visit: 

http://efraising.org/HAq1YblMBN  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Punctuality 
Please remember that the children can be on our 
playground at 8.40am and our school bell rings a 
few minutes before our official start time of 8.50am 

to get the children ready for their learning. 
This week’s punctuality for each class: 
 

Robin – 0.3% Wren – 0% 

Sparrow – 0% Starling – 0% 

Chaffinch – 0.3% Goldfinch – 0.3% 

Kingfisher – 0.3% Woodpecker – 0% 

Magpie – 0.9% Owl – 0.3% 

Heron – 0.9% Raven – 0.6%  

Eagle – 0% Hawk – 0% 

 
Social Media 
We are on Social Media! 
Like us on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/oasisacademyryelands/ 
 
Follow us on Twitter: 
@OasisRyelands 

Whole 
School  

Target: 97.5% 

http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h255769e5,193f8a79,194b6d3b&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=doubledonationweek-2019&utm_content=admin_wup&origin=CE158
https://www.facebook.com/oasisacademyryelands/
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Autumn Term 1 
Key Dates 

Date Activity 

Tuesday 5th November Debate Mate trip to The Emmanuel Centre 

Wednesday 6th November 
Reception to Year 6 Flu Immunisations 
Y4 & 6 Science Workshop in school 

Thursday 7th November Equality parents’ meeting 6.00pm 

Friday 8th November  INSET Day 

Wednesday 13th November 

Nursery Stay and Play 8.30-9.30am / 12.30-
1.30pm 
Reception Stay and Play 9-10am / 2.20-3.20pm 
Y6 Height and Weight Checks 

Monday 18th November Y2 trip to Golden Hinde 

Tuesday 19th November  Individual School Photos 

Tuesday 3rd December 
Crazy Hair and Christmas Mufti Day 
Mental Health & Wellbeing Parent Workshop 

Wednesday 4th December Reception Height and Weight Checks 

Monday 9th December Christmas Fair 

Thursday 12th December  Carol concert – St Luke’s rehearsal - AM 

Friday 13th December  Carol concert – St Luke’s - PM 

Mon 16th & Tues 17th December EYFS & Y1 Christmas production 

Wednesday 18th December  Carol singing in the Whitgift Centre – 10-11am 

Wednesday 18th December  Christmas Lunch 

Friday 20th December  
Last Day of Term – 1.30pm finish for children  
All children to be collected by an adult 

 
 


