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Dear Parents, Carers and Guardians, 

Our focus in the last three weeks has been on reopening Ryelands for some of our pupils, following government 

guidance but ultimately ensuring that our top priority is the safety and wellbeing of our pupils and staff. 

However, we have also been thinking about, and preparing for, staffing and class structures for September. 

There are lots of discussions, careful planning and preparation taking place behind the scenes to try and make 

this transition from the current academic year to the next one as smooth as it can be in the circumstances in 

which we find ourselves. Therefore, I hope you will understand that we want to begin to communicate that 

now, even though we do not yet know exactly what September will look like for both Oasis Academy Ryelands 

and indeed all schools across the country. But by having a plan in place, it means that children, staff and 

yourselves as parents can prepare for the weeks ahead. Naturally, if these plans have to change, we will let 

you know as soon as possible. 

I can now confirm the staffing for September and this can be found below. 

Although September is quite some time away and government plans are still very unclear we do feel we must 

plan as normal for the next academic year. Therefore we have a little bit of staffing news for you. 

At the end of term, we will be saying goodbye to Miss Smith. She has been with us for 3 and half years, since 

she was a trainee teacher. She plans to explore the world when it reopens and teach abroad. Miss Spring and 

Miss Davis have completed their apprenticeship with us and we wish them luck with their future studies. 

Hopefully they may come back to us at a later date?! Mrs Amir and Miss Henry-McClean are off to train to 

become teachers. Mrs Egwuonwu will also be leaving Oasis Academy Ryelands at the end of the term to 

develop her career in another Croydon school. Mrs Egwuonwu has worked at Ryelands for 7 years and has been 

a brilliant member of staff who has made a real difference to our school! I am personally indebted to her for 

the support she has provided to me and her organisational skills. We would like to thank them all for 

everything they have contributed during their time at Oasis Academy Ryelands and wish them well as they 

begin new adventures.  

I am delighted that during lockdown we have been able to recruit a new teacher who will join us in the 

Autumn Term. Conducting interviews over Zoom is just one of the new skills I have acquired during lockdown! 

Mr Morgan is an experienced teacher and is joining us from another Croydon school. Miss Hannon is another 

teacher that will be joining us. She is relocating from one of our Northern Oasis academies. We are also 

delighted to welcome Miss Jones, Miss Horgan and Mrs Jalaei to Oasis Academy Ryelands. They will be joining 

our dedicated team of Teaching Assistants. I am sure you will join with me in offering them all a warm 

Ryelands welcome. 

Miss Binns will be returning from her maternity leave and will be with us for 3 days a week from September. 

Miss Turner will also be returning 2 mornings a week to work with Sparrow and Chaffinch classes. 

I have taken the decision that the term will finish at the end of the day on Thursday 16th July now rather 

than lunchtime on Friday 17th July like is the usual practice on the last day of term.  

Finally, I appreciate the trust that has been placed in myself and the school team to make the right 

decisions in the best interest of all the children and would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your 

continued support. 

Thank you all again for your support, 

Glenn and the Ryelands Team  
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Current 
Class 

2019/20 

Class from 
September  

2020/21 
 

Phase Leader 
2020/21 

Teaching 
Assistant(s) 

2020/21 
Dinner Supervisor 

 

Nursery – Ducklings 
AM 

Mrs Sheehan  
 

Miss Groves 
Ms Ogbonnaya 

TBN 
 

 

Nursery – Ducklings 
PM 

Mrs Sheehan  
 

Ms Ogbonnaya 
 

 

 
Reception – Robin 

Miss Groves Miss Jones 
Miss Le-Neveu 
Miss Horgan 

Miss Jones 
Miss Le-Neveu 
Miss Horgan  

Reception – Wren 
Miss Campbell  

Reception 
Wren 

Year 1 – Starling 
Miss Mulvaney 

Mrs Cutter 

Mrs Jalaei 
Mrs White (AM) 

Mrs Jalaei 
Mrs White (AM) Reception 

Robin 
Year 1 – Sparrow 

Mrs Saftoiu 

Year 1 
Sparrow 

Year 2 – Goldfinch 
Mrs Cutter  Mrs Turner 

TBN (AM) 
Mrs Turner 

TBN Year 1 
Starling 

Year 2 – Chaffinch 
Miss Bell 

Year 2 
Chaffinch 

Year 3 – Woodpecker 
Miss Glencross  

Mrs French/ 
Deputy Principal Mrs Davis Mrs Davis 

Year 2 
Goldfinch 

Year 3 – Kingfisher 
Mr Willicombe 

Miss Wallace (AM) 
Miss Petch (PM)  

Miss Wallace (3 days) 
Miss Champion (2 

days) 

Year 3 
Woodpecker 

Year 4 – Magpie 
Miss Johnston 

Miss Johnston 

Miss Wilson  
TBN (PM)  

Miss Wilson 

Year 3 
Kingfisher 

Year 4 – Owl 
Miss Barry 

Mrs Portsmouth 

Year 4 
Owl 

Year 5 – Raven 
Mrs Francis 

Miss Champion 

Mrs Jalaei 
 (PM)  

Mrs Brooks 

Year 4 
Magpie 

Year 5 – Heron 
Miss Hannon 

 Miss Petch 

Year 5 
Heron 

Year 6 – Eagle 
Mr Morgan 

Mrs Shukla 
 Miss Eaves 

Year 5 
Raven  

Year 6 – Hawk 
Miss Binns  
Mrs Shukla 

Mrs White (PM) 
EHCP 

Coach Marcus  

 

TBN – To Be Named 

 

Can You Help Our Nursery? 

Nursery could really do with some bits for their dressing up wardrobe and for their mud kitchen. If you 

have any old pair of any type of children’s shoes, hats, handbags, necklaces, pots, pans, utensils, old 

microwaves, fridges etc. we would very gratefully take them off your hands! If you have anything you 

would like to donate, please buzz the main office and we will collect it from the main gate. 
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Black Lives Matter 

We thought that having to deal with coronavirus was challenging enough for many of our children, 

however media coverage of recent events taking place across the world linked to the untimely death of 

George Floyd, may have affected our community and a number of children in a variety of ways. They 

may be asking more questions than we may be able to answer. Some of those questions may well be 

uncomfortable to hear. Parent Toolkit offers advice about how to talk to children about race and racism 

that some of you may find helpful. 

https://www.parenttoolkit.com/social-andemotional-development/advice/social-awareness/how-to-talk-to-

kids-about-race-and-racism 

The link below from BBC’s Newsround may help to continue conversations as well as give children an 

opportunity to know that they are not alone in questioning the existence of racism whilst appreciating 

that this can be a time for empowerment and reflection. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52936388 

It is inspiring to see communities coming together for another common good. If nothing else, 2020 has 

shown us how important togetherness is - long may it continue. 

Key Workers 

Alongside our nursery, reception, Year 1 and 6 pupils returning to school we do also have provision for 

children of keyworkers. As more parents return to work we appreciate the increased need you may well 

now have for childcare for your children. However at the moment we can only take children whose 

parents are from the following list. 

Health and Social Care e.g. NHS, social care and medical supplies etc 

Education and Childcare- e.g. nurseries, schools and social work 

Key Public Services such as e.g. the justice system and religious staff 

Local and National Government e.g. overseeing benefits etc 

Food and other necessary goods e.g. production, processing, distribution, sale and delivery 

Public Safety and National Security e.g. police, armed forces, fire, prison and probation 

Transport e.g. air, water,road and rail workers. 

Utilities, Communication and Financial Services e.g. banking, oil, gas, electricity, water, IT, postal 

services and waste disposal. 

For further details please go to: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-

provision/guidance-for-schoolscolleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision 

A Plea from Mrs Cutter 

Mrs Cutter is appealing for donations of plants for her school gardening project! She would love to 

receive donations of herbs or sensory plants for the ‘reclaimed’ garden area she is developing outside in 

the infant playground. If you wish to donate a plant, please leave them by the main gates and buzz the 

office to let them know. Thanks in advance. 

https://www.parenttoolkit.com/social-andemotional-development/advice/social-awareness/how-to-talk-to-kids-about-race-and-racism
https://www.parenttoolkit.com/social-andemotional-development/advice/social-awareness/how-to-talk-to-kids-about-race-and-racism
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52936388
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schoolscolleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schoolscolleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
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Phonics 

There are many different schemes that schools can use to assist with teaching phonics. The sounds that 

are taught are the same in all schemes the approach differs. Since 2014 we have used a scheme called 

Success For All. From September 2020 we are moving to a phonics scheme called Monster Phonics. 

After in-depth research we feel that this approach will engage and encourage our children at Ryelands 

further.   

Monster Phonics would like to invite you to a free phonics training webinar. This will discuss phonics and 

show how Monster Phonics works. It will give fun and engaging strategies to improve reading and 

spelling. 

We are aware that many children will need to catch-up after missing time at school. We hope that by 

sharing the fundamentals of colour-coding combined with multi-sensory activities, we can make greater 

gains over the coming months. 

If you would like to join the webinar, click here to book a free ticket. 

Wednesday 8th July at 8pm – What is Phonics? How to help your child make progress. 

Thursday 9th July at 7pm - What is Phonics? How to help your child make progress. 

Wednesday 15th July 8pm - What is Phonics? How to help your child make progress. 

There are more webinars available that are aimed at school staff, but parents and carers are 

welcome to join these as well. 

Friday 26th June at 11:30am – School webinar 2: How Monster Phonics improves engagement and 

results.  

Wednesday 1st July at 8pm - School webinar 2: How Monster Phonics improves engagement and 

results. 

Tuesday 7th July at 7pm – School webinar 1: How to accelerate progress in phonics. 

Tuesday 14th July at 8pm – School webinar 3: Monster Phonics – Impact on learning and results. 

Thursday 16th July at 8pm – School webinar 1: How to accelerate progress in phonics.  

The Summer Reading Challenge is back from June with the Silly Squad! 

“It’s time for this year’s Summer Reading Challenge, and for 2020 it’s all about funny books, happiness 

and having a laugh! 

The Silly Squad is a team of animal friends who love to go on adventures and get stuck in to all different 

kinds of funny books. This year, the Challenge features extra special characters designed by the award-

winning author and illustrator Laura Ellen Anderson, who you’ll know from amazing reads like Amelia 

Fang and Evil Emperor Penguin! 

You can join the Silly Squad on a new adventure by setting your own personal reading challenge to 

complete this summer. The new online platform will help you keep track of your books, reviews and the 

rewards you unlock along the way. As always, they have loads of brilliant book suggestions to get you 

started, and tips on how you can keep reading even while schools and libraries are closed. 

They also have heaps of super silly activities, quizzes, videos, games and more to keep you entertained 

at home!”  

The Reading Agency As libraries are currently closed the Summer Reading Challenge has gone digital! 

If you’re aged between 4 and 11 years, please ask your parent to register you at 

www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/monster-phonics-19791043283
http://www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
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Free School Meals 

We are very aware that during this difficult time your circumstances may well have changed and this 

may now mean your child is eligible for benefit related free school meals. So we have listed the criteria 

below and also encourage you to go to www .gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals to check if you are eligible. 

Current eligibility criteria are if you are in receipt of: 

 Income Support 

 income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

 income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 the guaranteed element of 

Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual 

gross income of no more than £16,190) 

 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for 

 Working Tax Credit 

 Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than 

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

If you now believe your child is eligible for benefit related free school meals contact us immediately via 

office@oasisryelands.org  and we will support you. 

Information regarding free school meals during the summer holidays will follow soon. 

Wellbeing 

In May we sent you a letter explaining that we are trying to promote wellbeing throughout our academy 
as we recognise that for many adults and children, mental health can be seen as a difficult and at times 
frightening issue. Due to the COVID-19 lockdown, we know that many families have found the social 
isolation very challenging. As a society, we are starting to deal with this stigma, but unfortunately, there 
still exist plenty of negative views and attitudes that cause barriers to go up. As professionals and as 
parents, we can feel unprepared and ill-equipped to deal with these issues, seeing mental health as the 
domain of the ‘specialist’. As a school community, we are developing how we view emotional wellbeing 
and have chosen to use the Wellbeing Award for schools as a platform to do this. 

As part of this we would like to get your views in order to make some improvements. We would be 
grateful if you would complete our survey by following the link below. Over 60 parents have already 
kindly done this, however we would like to get as many responses as possible in order to have a wider 
understanding of your opinions.  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KJY9R6H 

Thank you for taking the time to do this. 

mailto:office@oasisryelands.org
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KJY9R6H
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Oasis Creative Week 

This week we have been getting even more creative than usual, as part of Oasis Creative Week. Across 

all the schools in our Oasis family, we’ve been encouraging the children to show off their talents and 

creative flair; Ryelands has more than met the challenge. From cooking to drawing, singing to dancing, 

painting to playing musical instruments, everyone has been busy making this week as much fun as 

possible. So lovely to see the children and their efforts being celebrated on our FB and Twitter pages, 

well done to everyone for all the brilliantly fun stuff being done!  

If you haven’t seen some of our examples yet, head over to 

https://www.facebook.com/oasisacademyryelands or https://twitter.com/OasisRyelands to have a look! 

What We’ve Been Up To This Week 

Nursery: Nursery have had great fun with Mr.Happy this week. We wrote or told our own Mr.Happy and 

Little Miss Sunshine stories and we made Mr.Happy and Little Miss Sunshine puppets to help with the 

stories. We’ve had fun learning, singing and dancing to lots of happy songs. We have been busy 

counting funny suns and all of Mr.Happy’s friends. We even added up Mr. Happys! We also made 

beautiful collages of the sun and told lots of funny jokes to make everyone else happy too! 

Reception: This week in Reception the children have enjoyed exploring different ways to be creative. 

We have been learning lots of fantastic ways to be artistic, recreating Andy Warhol’s work and taking on 

new roles by playing charades with our friends. The week has been filled with different colours, textures, 

materials and best of all, amazing ideas from the children. We have loved Creative Arts Week! 

Year 1: Year 1 have had a great Creative Week. On Monday the children had great fun playing the 

djembe drums, on Tuesday they created beautiful African sunset paintings, on Thursday they made stick 

puppets and on Friday they enjoyed decorating cupcakes like safari animals! The children were fantastic 

and the adults had a lovely time too!  

Year 6: This week, Year 6 have continued to read coming to England and been completing reading 

activities based on this. Children have written songs about Covid-19 and preformed them in front of their 

group. They have also designed a healthy rice/pasta dish.  

Key Worker Children: The key worker children have all had a great time completing their tasks for 

creative week. Year 2 enjoyed learning about pitch and volume while learning a pirate themed songs, 

had fun making ice cream cones, seasides in bottles and paper plate sunshines and writing seaside 

themed poems. They had fun doing drama and made puppets for our puppet show and have been using 

our textiles skills and made paper weave blankets. Year 3 have enjoyed creating dream catchers, 

making dream boards and writing stories from other cultures. We have also become fashion designers 

and made some fabulous clothes. In Year 4 liked having the challenge of completing the 500 word 

challenge Year 5 have loved trying foods from the 7 continents of the world, especially dipping 

marshmallows in chocolate and putting sprinkles on them. We have all loved Oasis Creative Week! 

https://www.facebook.com/oasisacademyryelands
https://twitter.com/OasisRyelands
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Virtual Sporting Challenges 

Oasis Academy Ryelands is preparing to join the Youth Sport Trust and Sky Sports to help people and 

families up and down the country engage in a week of virtual sporting challenges.  

Youth Sport Trust are taking its annual National School Sport Week campaign beyond the school gates.  

This event is taking place between 29th June and 3rd July 2020, UK wide giving families, communities, 

schools and sports clubs the opportunity to capture competition and camaraderie during school closures 

and social distancing.  

Youth Sport Trust Chief Executive Ali Oliver said "The Youth Sport Trust is thrilled Oasis Academy 

Ryelands are backing National School Sport Week at Home to ensure no child misses out on their 

school sports day this summer". 


