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Dear Parents and carers, 

We are cautiously thrilled with the news from the Prime Minister last week that all children are expected to be 

back at school full time in September. This means we can begin planning for this now, to be ready to start back on 

4th September as planned. We are very worried about keeping the children, staff and parents safe, so we will be 

thinking carefully about this, although we are now waiting further guidance from the government (yet again!) 

which should help us determine how far the restrictions will be relaxed and what is expected of us. I will keep you 

posted as soon as plans arranged in school. Sorry, but this may well be over the holiday period.  

One thing we can share is that we are doing our best to build in a transition period, albeit a short one, so that all 

children will have the opportunity to spend some time with their current teachers from this year before moving up 

to their new year group and new teacher. From the week beginning Monday 6th July we are opening the school to all 

year groups. I sent a letter out on Friday 26th July outlining the days each class will be in school. I tried to keep 

the letter as concise as possible. If you have any questions please email the academy office so that they can be 

answered. During the last 3 weeks of the summer term your child’s new teacher will aim to say hello to the children 

without cross contaminating bubbles. We are putting plans in place to help support the transition process further 

as I write this and I will be able to give you more details next week. 

In the meantime, we will continue to slowly open up our school, as planned. Year 5 children start to return to school 

this week,  Monday 29th June please prepare your children for the changes that I have outlined in many letters 

before they return. We will continue to run our key worker groups until Thursday 16th July. Unfortunately at 

present there are no more places left in this provision. Home learning will continue as it is until the end of term. The 

last day of the summer term is Thursday 16th July. Friday 17th July the school will be closed to all children.  

I would like to take the opportunity to thank all staff on behalf of all in the school community for enabling all the 

children to return—it truly is a team effort! I would like to also give a special thank you to our fabulous TAs who 

work tirelessly throughout the school day to ensure that the school runs smoothly as well as getting us ready for 

September behind the scenes. Thank you Jenny and Comfort, our kitchen staff, who are feeding the vast majority 

of pupils and staff at school on a daily basis with a cooked lunch. Lastly, I would like to thank you—parents and 

carers—for your continued words of gratitude and encouragement; we really appreciate all of your support during 

these new and challenging times.  

And finally …  

Now we have found out that cinemas, museums, hairdressers, restaurants, pubs and hotels can start to reopen, 

and two households will be able to meet up from 4th July, we are reminded what life was like and the freedoms we 

had before lockdown. We all long for the times when life will return to normal and I am sure we are all that bit 

more appreciative of the little things which we often took for granted and have missed greatly during this time.  

The success of the easing of the lockdown restrictions depends on all of us sticking to the rules as and when they 

are updated, using our judgment and common sense to determine what is right for our family. We have come so far 

in this country and none of us would want to see the infection rate rise or lockdown measures become more 

stringent. 

“Someday, everything will make perfect sense. So for now, laugh at the confusion, smile through the tears and keep 

reminding yourself that everything happens for a reason.” By John Mayer 

As ever, please don’t hesitate to get in touch, should we able to support you in any way. I wish you all an enjoyable 

week. 

Glenn and the Ryelands Team  
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Hot Weather  

A reminder to our children and parents/carers that children must come to school wearing sun cream, 

bring a hat - shade on the playgrounds is very limited - and a water bottle. Please help your child 

(particularly those in Year 6!) to remember these items! 

Refunds and Debts 

Since mid-March I have not mentioned money as I appreciate that many of our families have found 

themselves in difficult positions. Miss Ellis, in the office, will be working through year groups to ensure 

refunds are given where needed. Due to the amount of different things that you pay for, the huge 

amount of children and the financial procedures that she has to go through, this is a huge job. I ask for 

your patience. She will be starting with Year 6 as these children will no longer be with us in September 

and then working her way through the other year groups. We would ask you to log on to your Parent Pay 

account and check that that your account is in credit. As usual, for children in Reception to Year 5 any 

monies in the accounts will be carried over to the next academic year.  

Help for Families  

We understand that this has been, and continues to be, a challenging time for many families and that 

you may have concerns about providing for your family over the summer period. The Department for 

Education (DfE) have now announced details of the free school meal summer scheme, ‘The COVID 

Summer Food Fund’. The fund will provide support for children who are eligible for benefits-related free 

school meals (FSM). Each eligible child will receive eCode vouchers totalling £90 to cover the summer 

holiday period. Schools must order the eCodes at least one week before the school term ends. 

Therefore, if you think that your child could be eligible for FSM, please ensure that you apply now in 

order to be included in the summer holiday voucher scheme. Apply online at: 

https://www.croydon.gov.uk/education/schools-new/free-school-meals 

Warning - Scam  

Please be aware of bogus texts informing members of the public that a “COVID Home Testing Team” 

will visit their homes. The text specifies a date and time for the visit and that the “team” will telephone 

the recipient upon arrival. The text becomes suspicious where it states that the team “will enter your 

property and we will remain inside the front door to put on our protective clothing. You must wait in a 

separate room before we come to you.” This is simply an attempt by thieves to gain access to people’s 

homes under the cover of coronavirus measures. Residents are urged to ignore such texts and keep 

their doors closed and locked if they receive a visit. NHS Test and Trace will never ask you for financial 

details, PINs or passwords. They will also never visit your home. 

https://www.croydon.gov.uk/education/schools-new/free-school-meals

