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Dear Parents/Carers,  

We are writing this letter at the end of what seems a very long period under the COVID-19 umbrella to send 

out some information and key messages for the next phases of our planning. We have been working under 

ever changing guidelines and health and safety advice and all the time trying to operate as widely as possible. 

A huge thank you goes to our Year 2, 3, 4 and 5 parents and carers for being so patient in waiting to be told 

their children can return. Your children were as important to us and we got them back into school as soon as 

we could.  

We share your concerns over the impact that the pandemic will have had. When we come back, our priority will 

be supporting all the emotional and academic needs of the children. Our hearts sank when we heard that there 

were plans to narrow the curriculum but thankfully the guidance released on 2nd July said that was not to be in 

Primary schools. We have made such excellent progress with our wider curriculum in recent years and we will 

continue on this path next academic year but will also look at gaps in the curriculum and plug those. We will 

not be subjecting the children to endless rounds of tests because we know this is not the best way. Our staff 

have a proven track record in planning creative lessons that make learning fun and this will very much 

continue. We will also place a large emphasis on everyone’s emotional well-being. Transition in September will 

be considered and there will be time for the children to reconnect with each other within their class and to really 

get to know their new teaching team. 

Our teaching team have been in school since June 1st teaching bubbles in school. They have had 

conversations with each other to support transition to make it the best it can be for children in September. 

Transition booklets are being sent home. Please take time to look at these with your children. Please 

understand that at present nothing is set in stone and things are still subject to change.   

We are working through the guidance and making plans for September and I plan to share this before we 

break up for the summer. Experience during the pandemic has taught us that things will change rapidly over 

the next few weeks and we will need to keep tweaking our plans accordingly. Please keep an eye on your 

emails over the holidays because we will keep communicating with you. As things stand some Nursery and 

Reception will be invited into school on Friday 4th September as well as our Year 6 children in the morning. The 

rest of the children will be returning to school on September 7th to their new classes. These classes will be 

operating as year group bubbles and will not be mixing with other year groups. We will be following all the 

guidelines that have been in place from June 1st; regular hand washing, cleaning. Guidance states that we will 

still not be allowing parents and carers on site (though Nursery and Reception parents will be allowed in the 

outside areas to settle the children) and we will be operating staggered start and finish times using different 

entrances and exits. We understand this is not ideal for parents who have to be at work between certain times 

and realise that this will cause some frustration. We have nearly 450 children in school plus our Nursery and 

we realise that we are not going to get this perfect for all of you. We will not be able to facilitate requests on 

specific timings for your child and hope that employers work with you to support this period. We will endeavour 

to make these staggered times as compact as possible therefore minimising disruption to the start of your day. 

We will be working towards Breakfast Club provision in September and are working with the Health and Safety 

team in Oasis and the Local Authority to ensure we can do this safely. If for any reason Breakfast Club cannot 

go ahead we will inform you as soon as possible. We will send letters out during the holidays with further 

details for each year group – this is the priority for our Senior Leadership Team because we appreciate you will 

need to know. 

We are pleased that the guidance indicates we can use more of our teaching and learning resources, the bug 

rugs will return and we will be able to send reading books home. We have many reading books in your homes 

at the moment and will be planning a book amnesty when we return in September. In terms of the summer 

holidays, you know what is best for your child. Some may relish in doing work other may need a break. The 

reading challenge is live this year. I have sent out details in earlier newsletters and we would love for you to 

participate. We will also be sending home a learning pack for the summer holidays. Use them if they are 

helpful. We also understand that some of you may have online fatigue. If this is the case, encourage your child 

to read as much as possible. We are happy for you to keep a paper record of their reading and share this with 

your new teacher in September. As always no pressure. 
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Children will return to school in their full school uniform and PE lessons will recommence. Please ensure you 

have the correct uniform and kit ready for your return in September. 

During the pandemic we have, under government guidance, had relaxed guidelines around attendance. School 

attendance will be mandatory again from the beginning of the autumn term. This means from that point, the 

usual rules on school attendance will apply. Unless your child is ill the expectation is that they will be in school 

or the EWO will be issuing fines. 

As we move towards the end of term, our minds turn to changes on the horizon. Firstly, to our lovely Year 6 

families - we are so sorry that your final year at Ryelands has ended this way. We know many of you have 

expressed upset at the missed opportunities: school journey, Year 6 prom and the SATs that you worked so 

hard for. Try to turn your minds to the wonderful things you have experienced and achieved during your time 

here: numerous trips, Frylands, countless sporting activities, discos galore and getting to know our lovely staff. 

Many of you arrived at our gates with emerging reading, writing and maths skills and just look what you are 

capable of now! The World will calm down again and you will go on to make a huge impression on it. We are 

so proud of the people you have grown into and it has been a pleasure teaching you. All the staff wish you well 

as you continue your education journey. Please remember that we are here if you need us and pop back and 

say hello.  

I will write to you again this week to inform you in more detail of the plans for September. 

We hope that you have some COVID-19 safe plans for the summer holidays and we cannot stress enough 

how much we are looking forward to welcoming all of our children back in the Autumn Term. 

Finally, we want to thank you all for your patience and support. We never would have anticipated that our 

school year and personal lives could all be interrupted in such a manner and this journey has been a totally 

new experience for all of us. All of us know someone that has experienced loss due to COVID-19. Within my 

own family my Dad passed away at the end of May and mother-in-law passed away at the end of March. Many 

of us know someone that has lost their job or is worried that they will be made redundant. As a community we 

need to make sure that we take care of each other and are kind to one another. 

Best wishes, 

Glenn and the Ryelands Team  

 End of Year Reports  

The annual reports to parents/carers are being sent out. If your child was in school last week, it will have been 

given to them to bring home and if your child is still at home, it will be available to pick up today – a text 

message did go out. As you can imagine, it has been very difficult, given the circumstances, to write an 

accurate report of the children’s academic attainment and progress for this year, but we have written them up 

to mid-March when the schools were closed. 

  
Reading Books 

We currently have approximately 700 school reading books loaned out to children. If your child is currently 

attending school, please can you ask them to bring in any reading books they may have. For children who are 

not in school at the moment, please can these be kept safe and returned in September. Thank you very much 

for your support with this. 

 
Free School Meals  

We are aware that during this pandemic, your home circumstances may have changed, if you feel that you 

may now be eligible to receive Free School Meals, please follow this link for further information to support you: 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/link2ict You will be given an immediate response as to whether you are 

eligible or not and if you are, you will be able to receive Free School Meal vouchers up to the end of the 

summer holiday. All new applications must be made before Thursday 16th July to be eligible for the 

summer vouchers. Parents/carers who are already receiving them do not need to apply again. 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/link2ict
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What We Have Been Up To This Week 

Nursery: In Nursery this week, we have had good fun learning about our bodies. We have thought 

about all the features on the outside of our bodies and explored the organs on the inside. The children 

were fascinated as they found out the function of various body parts, and how they work! We have also 

sung lots of songs and listened to stories about our body.  

This week we created a new Discovery Table for the children and they have been able to touch, feel and 

explore a variety of natural artefacts, and they will be able to add to our collection with things they bring 

in.  

Reception: This week in Reception, we have loved having the children back in the Robin and 

Wren classrooms, and welcoming back a few more smiley faces. We are so proud and impressed with 

the children’s resilience over the last few weeks, working in different classrooms and with different 

teachers. The children have worked so hard with their writing and in their maths, showing us how hard 

they have been working at home. This week, the children have been learning about healthy living. They 

have shown great understanding of what makes a person healthy and have loved sharing stories of 

things they have gotten up to over the last few weeks. The children enjoyed creating their own healthy 

dinner plate as well as planning activities they can do at their mini Sports Day next week. 

KS1: It has been an absolute delight to welcome back more children this week from Years 1 and 2! In 

Year 1, the children have enjoyed looking back over their time in Year 1 as well as creating rainbow 

clouds and learning a rap version of ‘The Lion Inside’. In Year 2, the children wrote some amazing 

letters to their new teachers - we are sure their new teachers will be very impressed! They also had fun 

learning about ‘pointillism’ in art and created some excellent, dotty pictures. 

Lower KS2: We have been so happy to welcome the Year 3 children back into school this week. Our 

focus for our learning has been the Ancient Egyptians so we have been learning about Tutankhamun, 

who was only 9 years old when he became the pharaoh. Some of us were a bit worried about the 

thought of each other being in charge of a country in a years’ time, so we were glad we weren't alive 

then. We have also made our own Ancient Egyptian Canopic Jars (the Egyptians used these to put their 

organs in after they died so they could use them in the afterlife). 

Year 4 came back excited and ready to learn! We completed activities to help us reflect on the past few 

weeks and shared some of our experiences with each other. We focused on the film 'inside out' to help 

us identify our own feelings and behaviour. We designed islands based on our different qualities and the 

things that we value most. In maths we revised our times tables and used various methods of presenting 

data. We also recreated the front cover of our favourite books to display in our school library. A great 

week was had by all!  

Upper KS2: Heron and Raven class have enjoyed returning to their Class Teachers in Year 5. This 
week, we have doing some environmental writing, learning about the effect of the environment on 
animals that face extinction. The children have enjoyed having PE lessons with Coach Marcus and 
setting up Hive spelling challenges with each other. It has been a joy to have them back. 

This week Year 6 have been filming an exciting Leavers Video with Adam from Stagecoach. They have 

been using a mixture of spoken word and dance. We cannot wait to see the finish product! They have 

also had PE lessons and have continued to work on transition for secondary school.  

Key Worker Children: Seahorse keyworker children have enjoyed a creative week in the afternoons. 

They have learnt about Metzinger and pointillism. They have made landscapes and had a go at paper 

weaving. All have enjoyed using their imaginations. 

In Dolphins we have enjoyed learning all about the Egyptians. We constructed our own Egyptian 

treasure tombs and even made treasure to place in them!  We also wrote messages using 

hieroglyphics. On Friday afternoon we enjoyed a variety of maths, mindfulness and game based 

activities. 

This week in the Year 5 Key Worker Group, we have enjoyed learning about the rainforest. We have 

used our Atlas skills to locate all the rainforests around the globe and how many layers they have. This 

afternoon, we have used our Art skills to create our own shoebox rainforests. 
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Cycling Training Sessions 

Cycling Instructor Ltd are offering private cycle training lessons to children and their families, to 

encourage safe and enjoyable cycling in London. 

They offer a two hour lesson with a qualified cycling instructor, close to home, at a time that suits you. 

Further information and the booking form can be found on their website, www.cyclinginstructor.com 

Class of 2020 Leavers Book 

We have set up a Leavers Book on our website for our Year 6 leavers where the children can leave 

messages of thanks, memories, or any other positive messages they might like to share. Please 

encourage your Year 6 children to go and have a look at the Leavers Book and leave their messages for 

their friends and teachers. 

The Leavers Book can be accessed on our website under the News and Events tab at the top. This link 

will also take you straight to it https://www.oasisacademyryelands.org/news-and-events/leavers-book-

2020  

A Note from CEOP about Online Safety… 

Online gaming can offer many positive experiences. It can give children and young people the chance to 

escape into a virtual world, to learn, and to connect with others.  
However, there is a risk of children and young people viewing inappropriate content in games and being 

contacted by adults seeking to exploit them. 

This week your activity pack for parents and carers to deliver to children explores how they can stay safe 

while gaming:   

 4-5s 

 5-7s 

 8-10s 

 11-13s 

 14+  

Edenred Free School Meal Vouchers 

If you have been issued with the Free School Meal e-codes to redeem for supermarket vouchers, please 

ensure you redeem these codes through the Edenred system before 3rd August 2020. If you do not, you 

will lose the vouchers and we will be unable to issue replacements. Go to 

http://www.freeschoolmeals.co.uk/ to redeem. 

Once you have redeemed the codes, you then have up to 12 months to use the vouchers, but you 

MUST redeem the code before 3rd August 2020.  

Redeeming the codes does not mean spending the vouchers, it simply means turning the codes into 

actual vouchers that you can use in store. 

mailto:office@oasisryelands.org
http://www.cyclinginstructor.com/
https://www.oasisacademyryelands.org/news-and-events/leavers-book-2020
https://www.oasisacademyryelands.org/news-and-events/leavers-book-2020
https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=65bf157b03&e=8ee72ae16b
https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=d32d60b968&e=8ee72ae16b
https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=a56a80d768&e=8ee72ae16b
https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=8779f9572e&e=8ee72ae16b
https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=fb5b5048e8&e=8ee72ae16b
http://www.freeschoolmeals.co.uk/
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Oasis Summer Sessions 

The sessions are free to attend. The children will be put into age appropriate bubbles and all 

arrangements will follow the COVID-19 guidelines. 

Spaces are limited and must be booked in advance.  

For more information and to book a place, visit 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=zz3XjXy17EC3-

HVbUS2fe_si5MVDB3ZGh_QIDxhrL5FUM0lBRjczSldRNFY1TU9HVVFHQktHNERBMS4u to fill in the 

online form.  

Your contact person for these sessions is Dave Jones who can be reached at dave.jones@oasisuk.org  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=zz3XjXy17EC3-HVbUS2fe_si5MVDB3ZGh_QIDxhrL5FUM0lBRjczSldRNFY1TU9HVVFHQktHNERBMS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=zz3XjXy17EC3-HVbUS2fe_si5MVDB3ZGh_QIDxhrL5FUM0lBRjczSldRNFY1TU9HVVFHQktHNERBMS4u
mailto:dave.jones@oasisuk.org
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Ideas for the Summer Holidays 

Recipes for the whole family to enjoy! 

 Baking Banana Bread! – A quick and simple recipe to make a delicious loaf of banana bread! 

https://canonbarnett.towerhamlets.sch.uk/file-store/5e8722a6b3ffb 

 BBC Recipes for Kids – 66 different recipes compiled by the BBC for children and their families to 

enjoy https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/kids-baking 

 PureWow – 12 easy baking recipes for the whole family to enjoy together. 

https://www.purewow.com/food/easy-baking-recipes-for-the-whole-family-motts 

Scavenger Hunts! 

Below is a list of links to resources for scavenger hunts for the whole family to enjoy. 

22 scavenger hunt ideas to keep you kids guessing - 

https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/parenting/g32050844/scavenger-hunt-ideas-forkids/ 

o Create a photo scavenger hunt - https://www.verywellfamily.com/photo-scavenger-

huntfor-kids-1259054 

o Around the house scavenger hunt - https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/around-the-

housescavenger-hunt-t-sc-2549922 

o Indoor scavenger hunt ideas - https://www.thirtyhandmadedays.com/indoor-

scavengerhunt-ideas/ 

Upcoming online events for children 

 Unicorn Dance Party - Sarah Rose Graber and Ruxy Cantir leads this inclusive video series 

about finding your inner joy and unicorn through dance. Suitable for all ages, the series will be 

broadcast via the NTS website and their social media channels. Fridays in July for free! 

https://www.list.co.uk/event/1572779-unicorn-dance-party/ 

 The Edge Online - Science meets art in a series of online events for families from The Edge arts 

centre in Bath. Next show begins on Saturday morning at 10:30am. 

https://www.list.co.uk/event/1570785-the-edge-online/ 

 Creative Minds: Let’s make art! - The social enterprise Creative Minds hosts a live family friendly 

art-making session via their Facebook every week, with every session focusing on a different 

theme and medium. Information about the live session will be posted on the Saturday before the 

event. 

https://www.list.co.uk/event/1570815-creative-minds-lets-make-art/ 

 Home school PE - Personal trainer Dan Hancock launches his Home School PE classes on 

Facebook that will run throughout the whole summer to help you take care of your children's 

physical and mental health. https://www.list.co.uk/event/1561952-dan-hancock-home-schoolpe/ 

https://canonbarnett.towerhamlets.sch.uk/file-store/5e8722a6b3ffb
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/kids-baking
https://www.purewow.com/food/easy-baking-recipes-for-the-whole-family-motts
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/parenting/g32050844/scavenger-hunt-ideas-forkids/
https://www.verywellfamily.com/photo-scavenger-huntfor-kids-1259054
https://www.verywellfamily.com/photo-scavenger-huntfor-kids-1259054
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/around-the-housescavenger-hunt-t-sc-2549922
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/around-the-housescavenger-hunt-t-sc-2549922
https://www.thirtyhandmadedays.com/indoor-scavengerhunt-ideas/
https://www.thirtyhandmadedays.com/indoor-scavengerhunt-ideas/
https://www.list.co.uk/event/1572779-unicorn-dance-party/
https://www.list.co.uk/event/1570785-the-edge-online/
https://www.list.co.uk/event/1570815-creative-minds-lets-make-art/
https://www.list.co.uk/event/1561952-dan-hancock-home-schoolpe/
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Oasis Academy Ryelands 

Term Dates 2020-2021 
  

Autumn Term 1 2020 

Staff Training Days – Wednesday 2nd and Thursday 3rd September – School closed for pupils 
Friday 4th September – Nursery, Reception and Year 6 return to school 

Monday 7th September – School open for all pupils 
Staff Training Day - Friday 16th October 

Friday 23rd October – Last day of term; normal finish time 
Half Term – Monday 26th to Friday 30th October 

Autumn Term 2 2020 
Monday 2nd November – School open for all pupils 

Staff Training Day - Friday 20th and Monday 23rd November 
Friday 18th December – Last day of term; 1.30pm finish 

Christmas break – Monday 21st December to Friday 1st January 

Spring Term 1 2021 
Staff Training Day - Monday 4th January 

Tuesday 5th January – School open for all pupils 
Friday 12th February – Last day of term; normal finish time 

Half Term – Monday 15th to Friday 19th February 

Spring Term 2 2021 
Monday 22nd February – School open for ALL pupils 

Wednesday 31st March – Last day of term; 1.30pm finish 
Easter Holiday – Thursday 1st to Friday 16th April 

Summer Term 1 2021 
Monday 19th April – School open to ALL pupils 

Bank Holiday – Monday 3rd May – School closed for pupils 
Thursday 27th May – Last day of term; normal finish time 

Staff Training Day – Friday 28th May. School closed for pupils 
Half Term – Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 

Summer Term 2 2021 
Monday 7th June – School open for ALL pupils 

Friday 23rd July – Last day of term; 1.30pm finish 


