
Oasis Academy Ryelands Newsletter 

14th April 2020 
  Dear Parents/Carers, 

We would like to wish you and your families a very Happy Easter. 

We know this is a very difficult time for everyone and whilst you may feel under pressure to 

ensure that you are undertaking hours of learning at home, we would like you to consider the 

following: 

Some of our children are anxious and scared at the moment; some of our parents are anxious 

and scared at the moment; some of our staff are anxious and scared at the moment. None 

of us have experienced anything like this situation before. The reality of being off from 

school will at first seem like a fun time, a bit like the summer holidays, not the reality of 

having to stay at home and not see their family and friends. As things continue over the 

next few weeks, anxiety may grow and be shown through changes in behaviour and 

attitudes towards normal tasks and routines. 

What we all need now is to feel comforted and loved, to have that feeling that everything is 

going to be ok. If you can take them out into the garden or take them on walks please do 

so. Play games with them - board games, imaginary play, playground games; watch movies 

together; take part in science experiments together; virtual field trips; start a book and 

read together as a family; take the time to do nothing together as a family on occasions.  

School will be here with open arms to welcome you all back when this period of uncertainty is 

over. If the children have regressed educationally please do not worry about this. When we 

are all back in the classroom, we will all work hard to meet the children’s needs as we do 

every day of school. Our staff are experts at this and will show compassion and kindness to 

all of our community. 

We will continue to provide work electronically through daily emails starting again on Monday 

20th April. Please remember that everyone’s circumstances are different. Some families like 

the structured home learning others find it difficult. Our messages remains the same. Do 

not let the work we send home be a source of stress. Whatever you are doing is great. If 

you would like to … please send into the office email account a piece of work that your child is 

proud of. We will be setting up a gallery on the academy website and it would be lovely to 

share these with the community. 

At this time there is not a set date for schools reopening and we will continue to update you 

as we receive new information.  

The most important thing at this time is your child’s mental health and wellbeing. They will 

not remember what they did during this difficult time, but how they felt at home with 

their family. 

We wish all our families the best in this tricky time and hope that you remain safe and 

healthy. 

Glenn and the Ryelands staff Team      
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Thank You  

A BIG BIG THANK YOU to all of you for your words of kindness and support for all of our staff, it means 

the world to us. The number of phone calls and emails this week which have thanked all of our hard 

working staff has been heart-warming to read. 

Free School Meals Vouchers 

After Easter we will be transitioning to the new National scheme that has been developed by the 

government for the distribution of vouchers. It is essential that eligible parents have shared an up-to-

date email address in order for this service to be used. The vouchers will be issued from 20th April. 

Further instructions will be sent to those parents that we already know are eligible over the Easter break. 

A pupil is only eligible to receive a free school meal when a claim for the meal has been made on their 

behalf, and their eligibility has been verified by the school where they are enrolled. This is a different 

scheme to the Sodexo Universal Free Primary Meal that all pupils In Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 

receive, which is not continuing after Friday 17th April unless your child is attending emergency childcare 

at school. 

If you feel that you meet the criteria set out above, or at any point in time you feel that your 

circumstances have changed. You will need to email the school office@oasisryelands.org , so we can 

run a check on your behalf, as long as you can provide the following information: 

- Parents National Insurance number, or NASS(9 digit National Asylum Seeker Service number) 

- Parents full name 

- Parents date of birth 

We will confirm that the full name provided matches with your details held on our systems and will make 

the application for you. If you are classified as eligible we will advise you and will confirm your mobile 

and email address with you and you will receive access to digital supermarket vouchers for each of your 

children registered at the school.  

Nursery Places for September 2020 

30 Hours FREE Childcare is available at Ryelands Nursery 

Despite the school being closed, it is now time to book your child’s place in our Nursery for Summer 

term 2020 and September 2020. Contact the school office via email – office@oasisryelands.org to 

discuss putting your child on our register. 

Children born between 1st September 2016 and 31st August 2017 are eligible for a Nursery place at 

Ryelands starting in September 2020. 

Ryelands offers the free 15 hours provision for all children, with the option to pay for 

extra sessions as required. Parents of three and four year olds can also apply for the government's 30 

hours free childcare offer through the Government website www.childcarechoices.gov.uk 

mailto:office@oasisryelands.org
http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
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Daily Online Learning Opportunities 

9am - PE with Joe Wicks - https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1 

10am - Music with Myleene Klass - https://youtube/myleenmusicklass 

11am – David Williams Elevenses - https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/ 

1pm - Maths with Carol Vorderman - themathsfactor.com 

5.30pm - Food Tech with Jamie Oliver - channel4.com/keepcookingandcarryon 

BBC Bitesize - Has lots of online learning throughout the day - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

 

Virtual Tours 

Chester Zoo - Chester Zoo opened their virtual gates last week however if you missed this it is still 

available on 

‘Chester Zoo TV/YouTube’. 

The museum of the world - You can watch, listen and learn all about the Egyptians and their bizarre 

mummifications, the Romans’ glutinous eating habits and lots more on their virtual tours –  

https:// britishmuseum.withgoogle.com/ 

National History Museum - Delve into the Museum from home with a virtual self-guided tour of the 

galleries - https://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/virtual-museum.html 

 

Non-screen ideas 

https://theimaginationtree.com/milk-jug-elmer-elephant-craft/ 

  

Internet Safety  

Children are bound to be spending more time on devices during the school closure. Please check 

your children's devices regularly and make sure appropriate privacy settings are in place to ensure 

cyber safety. If you are unsure or would like advice on any internet matters please refer to 

https://www.internetmatters.org/ 

https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1
https://youtube/myleenmusicklass
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/virtual-museum.html
https://theimaginationtree.com/milk-jug-elmer-elephant-craft/
https://www.internetmatters.org/

