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As I write this week’s message it feels very strange to be wishing you a happy end 

to the school holidays at such unusual times. We would all normally be looking ahead to 

the summer term with all the events planned as well as the Y2 and Y6 SATS which 

will now not be taking place. As I write this we have found out that the lockdown 

will continue for at least another three weeks to come and we do not yet know when 

schools will re-open. The staff are planning learning at home to start on Monday 20th 

April and we will continue to keep you updated with what is happening through texts 

and email. As I said in my last newsletter, please don’t rush into trying to overdo the 

home schooling or feel overwhelmed by it. We want children to continue to love learning 

and feel secure and happy. With that in mind, I thought that these words were very 

sensible (although I can’t claim ownership of them) and may be of some comfort: 

ONLY do home learning if your child wants to and is happy. Give them, and yourselves, 

space and time. You and they could be stressed and worried; these are not good 

conditions for learning. The behaviour for learning, and doing anything else, will 

deteriorate and all your emotional states will get more difficult. Play games, do Joe 

Wicks, take photos and keep an album, look at what your teachers have set - give it 

a go if everyone wants to. READ together. 

Teachers are naturally doing their thing, getting stuff out to their children to learn. 

But in real life, they adapt, change, abandon, and alter their plans about 1000 times 

a day. That is their skill. Don’t expect to do that in less than a week with children 

who see you as a parent not teacher. 

Many, many children have gaps in learning over their school career and, just like us in 

adult life, they find their way through. 

Be kind. Be calm. Have fun and love them. We promise we will teach them when 

things get back to normal. 

My door is still open although it’s more virtual at the moment, please let us know if 

you need any help and we will try to respond to you as quickly as possible. 

I do hope that you are all well and keeping safe. I know the all the Ryelands staff 

are missing the children and families terribly—please remember that we are all still 

part of the Ryelands family! Please do keep sending through any photos or pictures of 

work the children have been doing at home as it is so lovely to be able to publish on 

the website. Take care and stay safe at home, Keep going…and keep sharing and 

keep talking…. 

Glenn and the Ryelands staff Team      
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KEEP SAFE ONLINE 

Please also remember to keep safe online and to keep your children safe as they access online 

resources. I always think of the internet like a swimming pool- you can have all the lifeguards and floats 

and safety measures possible but the best way to keep your child safe near water is to teach them to 

swim. It is the same with the internet, - parents can have all the best firewalls, security, time limits and 

supervision possible but children will always be one step ahead of you and so the very way best to keep 

children safe is to teach them HOW to keep themselves protected and to make them aware of the 

dangers and how to report anything they don’t like the look of. Checkout parents resources and 

worksheets at NSPCC for Keep safe Pants and also the weekly activities on 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe and www.thinkuknow.co.uk  

CORONAVIRUS ADVICE 

There is a lot of false information on the internet and social media which is making people unnecessarily 

worried. Please only believe what is on the government websites and official announcements.  

The single most important action we can all take, in fighting coronavirus, is to stay at home in order to 

protect the NHS and save lives.  

This means you should NOT GO OUT AT ALL except for essential reasons which are below. You must 

not meet in groups of more than 2 people and should not let your children go and play in playgrounds or 

be out by themselves. If you do go out, always stay at least 2 metres away from others. 

The ONLY reason you should go out is for one of the following reasons: 

1. Shopping for basic necessities, for example food and medicine, which must be as infrequent as 

possible. 

2. One form of exercise a day, for example a run, walk, or cycle - alone or with members of your 

household. 

3. Any medical need, or to provide care or to help a vulnerable person. 

4. Travelling to and from work, but only where this absolutely necessary and cannot be done from home. 

Where you can you should work at home unless you have no other choice and are working in a key job, 

please DO NOT send your child to school. This is to protect your child, your family and others as well as 

school staff. 

These measures will be for 3 weeks at first from Monday 20th April. 

Bereavement Leaflet 

Please find attached, a leaflet sent on behalf of the Educational Psychology service, called 'Coronavirus 

EPS Bereavement Leaflet'. As you can imagine this is not a normal topic that I would include in a 

newsletter but through our phone calls I know that there is an ever increasing amount of families that are 

being affected.  

Reception offers 

Last week Croydon Council sent letters to the 60 new children that will be joining our Reception classes 

in September. This year we had 200 children apply for our 60 Reception places and out of the 200 we 

were named by 80 as their first choice. If you know someone that has a child starting in Reception in 

September can you remind them that they only have a couple of weeks to accept the place with the 

council or it is assumed they don’t want it. If you have any issues around admissions please email  

office@oasisryelands.org for the attention of Vanessa. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
mailto:office@oasisryelands.org
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World Autism Awareness Week 

World Autism Awareness Week started on the week beginning 30th March. I know I am a little late but I 

still felt it was important to raise awareness of autism. At Ryelands we have a number of children with a 

diagnosis of autism with a few more in the process of being assessed. That makes for a lot of families 

and young children trying to understand and embrace their differences. We are incredibly fortunate that 

the children and families at our school believe strongly in accepting how wonderful we are in our 

diversity. Feel free if you can to use these resources for support and to help us spread awareness and 

increase acceptance. 

 Amazing things happen child friendly video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7JdCY-

cdgkI&app=desktop  

 Free downloadable lessons https://www.autism.org.uk/get-involved/world-autism-awareness-

week/schools.asp  

 Top tips for families 

https://www.autism.org.uk/services/helplines/coronavirus/resources/tips.aspx 

CAPTAIN TOM MOORE ASSEMBLY  

If we were at school this week, I would be talking to the children in assembly about Captain Tom Moore. 

At the incredible age of 99 (100 on the 30th April) he has walked 100 laps of his garden to raise what he 

had hoped would be £1000 for the NHS. However, his story grew and grew and everyone who saw what 

Captain Tom was doing was touched by his determination and dedication to his cause. He is a well-

respected war veteran who had wanted to thank the health care staff and NHS Service after they took 

such good care of him when he broke his hip two years ago. I have had to change this newsletter a 

number of times because the total he has raised just keeps on climbing. The last time I looked, it was at 

almost £19 million pounds! Slightly more than the original £1000 he wanted to raise. Take a look at the 

Newsround Report (child friendly news articles) for more information to share with your children at 

home.www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52277760  

Domestic Abuse  

#YouAreNotAlone #DomesticAbuse  

Last Saturday, the Government launched a new public awareness campaign highlighting that if anyone 

is at risk of, or experiencing, domestic abuse, they are still able to leave and seek refuge. For more 

information go to www.gov.uk/domesticabuse address where you can find out more information, 

including helplines. 

Rail Safety  

As part of our ongoing work around Safeguarding, Network Rail have pulled together some vital 

home/school learning around the dangers of the railway. You can find the pack here and there is 

something for all ages. https://www.networkrail.co.uk/stories/educational-resources-for-children 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7JdCY-cdgkI&app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7JdCY-cdgkI&app=desktop
https://www.autism.org.uk/get-involved/world-autism-awareness-week/schools.asp
https://www.autism.org.uk/get-involved/world-autism-awareness-week/schools.asp
https://www.autism.org.uk/services/helplines/coronavirus/resources/tips.aspx
http://home.www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52277760
http://www.gov.uk/domesticabuse
https://www.networkrail.co.uk/stories/educational-resources-for-children
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Have you tried visiting:  

Edinburgh Zoo – click on the webcams – see how many animals you can spot. I saw lots of penguins and 

a koala, but I think a lot of the animals were asleep when I looked. https://www.edinburghzoo.org.uk/  

The British Museum, London: The Rosetta Stone and Egyptian mummies are just a couple of things that 

you're able to see on a virtual tour of the museum. https://britishmuseum.withgoogle.com/  

The Sea Life London Aquarium has a great home-schooling page. https://www.visitsealife.com/london/  

Or you could cross the Atlantic and visit the National Aquarium in Baltimore. There is a floor-byfloor tour 

here: https://aqua.org/media/virtualtours/baltimore/index.html  

But I also went to https://aqua.org/ select ‘EXPERIENCE’ then ‘LIVE’ and take your pick. I enjoyed the 

Blue Blubber Jellies! 

https://www.edinburghzoo.org.uk/
https://britishmuseum.withgoogle.com/
https://www.visitsealife.com/london/
https://aqua.org/media/virtualtours/baltimore/index.html
https://aqua.org/

