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  Dear Parents/Carers, 

“I learned that courage was not the absence of fear, but the triumph over it.” – Nelson Mandela 

There will be many of you who will be longing for the normality of life and the removal of the anxiety that 

many are currently feeling in our community. All of you are showing courage in these uncertain times and 

there will not be anyone amongst us that has not been touched by the uncertainty of the current threat 

to all our health. For this is something that does not discriminate, does not seem to care and has affected 

large numbers amongst us. You are all facing these challenges in your own ways and there is much 

compassion and gratitude being shared by all in support of others. All we can do is to stand firmly 

together. 

Unfortunately, I have heard that some of our families have lost loved ones during the crisis and I would 

like to pass on my condolences. Losing a loved one is difficult at the best of times but under these 

circumstances it is incredibly hard, you are in my thoughts. 

It is amazing what confidence you can gain from other people around you, the reassuring comment of a 

loved one, the thanks of a colleague and the overwhelming positivity from a community. We may be 

concerned about the academic progress of our children, or the continuation of day after day of isolation 

and social distancing, or even what shopping to get to ensure the hordes at home are fed and watered. 

Are any of these really important given the impacts that this current situation has on people physically? I 

would say not because in almost every case as long as you have your health you can deal with everything 

else. 

I am well versed in dealing with crisis, both personally and professionally, and such experiences have 

taught me that in every case everything passes with time. This doesn`t mean that life is easy or that 

experiences don`t have a defining impact on you, because they do. What it means is that we all have the 

courage inside us, however desperate, to realise that life is a precious thing and should be embraced in all 

its guises. As long as people are well in our community then we should be utterly grateful. For this is the 

greatest news of all. 

The trials of the current restrictions do bring with it the normal daily pressures of keeping everyone fed, 

watered and active in some way. This is not easy and is a constant area of possible friction. I just wanted 

to say thank you for what you are doing at home in difficult circumstances, for supporting us as a school 

and in your own ways being courageous. All of us will be having highs and lows during this time so look to 

others for support where needed, just a few simple words can turn you from a very low point to feeling 

utterly in control. So take it from me, you are all doing great, you continue to have wonderful children in 

your care and I am totally thankful to the staff who are supporting in so many ways. I feel very proud to 

be part of such a dedicated team and a fantastic community. 

In this week of St. George`s Day we will continue to fight together, we will support those in need and we 

will continue to show courage in the face of our current dragon. Have the word “courage” as your driving 

force. The courage not to react to family demands, the courage to not argue with a hormonal teenager (in 

my case!), the courage to tell people you love them and the courage to have faith in our staff to ensure 

that the children are not disadvantaged on their return. 

I would also like to thank all of our parents and carers who are key workers for working hard to keep vital 

services running, you are all heroes and have shown what real courage is. You continue to inspire me and 

the rest of the staff at Oasis Academy Ryelands. 

Best Wishes, 

Glenn and the Ryelands staff Team      



Oasis Academy Ryelands Newsletter 

27th April 2020 

 

 

 

 

Safeguarding  

As part of our duty of care it is important that we make sure that all our children are OK. Usually of course 

we see them in school, given the current situation it is more difficult for us. This is why we send you 

messages, and ring you, and even get you to come into school! We know that lockdown makes life 

difficult at times and we want to make sure you are OK as well as your children. We are thankful that 

many of you have asked for help when you’ve been struggling and we have been able to help. There are 

a few things you can do that would really help us;  

 Respond to any messages if needed  

 Regularly check the website for information 

 Let us know if you change your number or email address  

 If your phone is broken get a friend or family member to contact us on your behalf  

 If you get a general message from school – check that your friends have seen it too  

 If you need some support, then contact us  

 If you know someone who is struggling – let us know  

These are all simple things to do but will ensure that help look after each other and keep each other safe. 

As always, Ms Eaves is available if you need to speak to someone, just call 07519 344 877 or email the 

academy office office@oasisryelands.org  

How can I help my 2-4 year old? 

Parents of 2-4 year olds can follow the link below for information on what you can do at home to help 

your young children learn and have fun whilst at home. They give examples like make believe play, the 

importance of having conversations with your child and it also has a link to something called Hungry 

Little Minds. This has ideas for age appropriate activities. It's a very good resource and would support 

you with ideas for things to do. It also has links to CBeebies and other sites and apps that are really 

good.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-children-aged-2-to-4-to-learn-at-home-during-coronavirus-covid-19  

Domestic Abuse 

Sadly, domestic abuse calls to national charities have increased by 25% since we went into lockdown 

which is a very worrying statistic. If you are affected by this or are worried about somebody please do not 

hesitate to contact me for support. You can also contact the National Domestic Abuse Helpline for free 

on: 0808 2000 247. 

mailto:office@oasisryelands.org
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-children-aged-2-to-4-to-learn-at-home-during-coronavirus-covid-19
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Ramadan 

Ramadan is the ninth month in the lunar year of the Islamic calendar. It fulfils the fourth requirement of 

the Five Pillars of Islam, which is ‘Sawm’ (fasting). Adult Muslims, if healthy and strong, around the 

world are obligated to fast for up to 30 days. They are not allowed to eat or drink during daylight hours. 

Fasting begins from the start of the early morning prayer before sunrise (Fajr) and carries on for daylight 

hours. Muslims will break their fast at the start of the after sunset prayer (Maghrib) with some dates and 

water, and then a family meal. Some older children also choose to take part to get into the habit of 

fasting.  

Ramadan marks the month the holy Quran was revealed to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). It is also a 

time where Muslims remember the poor. Feeling hungry and thirsty helps them to understand what it is 

like for the people who do not have enough to eat or drink all the time. They set aside money to give to 

the poor.  

Ramadan is also a very spiritual and reflective month for Muslims. During these 30 days, Muslims will 

make the effort to do more good deeds and pray more often to God. It is also an opportunity to develop 

self-control, as Muslims tend to leave behind and work on ridding any bad habits they may have.  

To all the families in our community celebrating, Oasis Academy Ryelands wish all you a very happy, 

blessed and safe Ramadan. 

Home Schooling  

A new Government development this week might be a great help to you all? The virtual Oak National 

Academy is now offering daily lessons for all year groups. You can access them by clicking here: 

https://www.thenational.academy/ 

Competition Winners 

Thank you and well done for all of you who took part in name the hen’s competition.  

 

Our family looking after the hens found it soooooo hard to choose their winners!!!  

Here they are… 

Jayden D Woodpecker Nugget 
Riley Starling Netter  
Amenita Owl Princess Lay-a 

 

There will be a prize waiting for these lucky three when we get back to school. 

https://www.thenational.academy/
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Earth Day  

Earth Day 2020 was held on Wednesday 22nd April. It marked 50 years of Earth Day. It first started in 

1970 with twenty million people in the US (10% at the time of the then US population) taking part in 

street rallies to demand greater attention to the protection of the planet. It has become the world’s 

largest civic event and is has become a worldwide phenomenon with more than 75,000 partners in 190 

countries. Over the years, this movement has led to many changes in laws to protect the environment. 

However, there is so much more that needs to be done to save the planet. Earth Day should be 

celebrated every day and every day we should take small individual actions to save our “common 

home”.  

During this difficult confinement we all have sought solace in our nearby parks, our gardens, the 

blooming trees of our roads, the flowers in our balcony… in nature. We all have seen beautiful 

encouraging signs of nature trying to come back to our towns and cities. Maybe nature is reaching out to 

help humans to get out of this mess we have created.  

I hope this time of enclosure will give us time to reflect and realise that we can’t go back to “business as 

usual”, and that will give us the strength and the clarity of mind to make those little changes that can 

save our planet and our future. We will be able to tackle climate change in exactly the same way we will 

beat the coronavirus, with a collective effort and a collective will.  

Here you have some links to initiate a conversation at home about the things you can do to take care of 

our very special Planet Earth.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XBrnnByieL4  (Earth day 2020 - what's happened in the past 50 

years in the environment, both good and bad).  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0e2zK0v2XPA  (KS1 and KS2) A short story of a baby turtle and a 

baby seagull, and the impact of plastic in the sea.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OasbYWF4_S8  (KS1 and KS2) Protecting the Earth / The 3R’s  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hKFV9IquMXA  (KS2) Kids Take Action Against Ocean Plastic | 

Short Film Showcase  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmVLcj-XKnM  (KS2) Mother Nature talking to humans 

VE Day 

On Friday 8th May it will be the 75th anniversary of VE Day, which is a very significant and important 

day to mark as well as being a national Bank Holiday. There will be no home learning set on this day 

but on Thursday 7th May we will be setting some activities based on VE Day for everybody. 

All external testing and assessments have been cancelled this academic year by the 

Government 

You will have heard on the news that all testing has been cancelled for this academic year including 

GLD (Reception), Phonics (Year 1), KS1 SATs (Year 2), Multiplication Tables Check- MTC (Year 4) and 

KS2 SATs (Year 6). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XBrnnByieL4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0e2zK0v2XPA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OasbYWF4_S8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hKFV9IquMXA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmVLcj-XKnM


Oasis Academy Ryelands Newsletter 

27th April 2020 

 

 

 

Peddle My Wheels 

We wanted to make you aware that Croydon Council have started working with ‘Peddle My Wheels’ who 

are based in the borough to operate their ‘Try Before You Bike’ scheme for Croydon residents and 

employees. www.peddlemywheels.com/. The scheme means residents or employees in the borough 

can try out a variety of types of bike by hiring it for a monthly fee. There is no deposit, no fixed contract 

and the user just pays the monthly fee until they own it, or they cancel and return at any time with 

nothing more to pay. The bike is delivered directly to their door with a free cycle skills session to 

increase confidence. Maintenance and theft cover are available for peace of mind. Children’s bikes can 

be exchanged for the next size up and ‘Peddle My Wheels’ collect, service and sell the old bike free of 

charge. In the current situation with restrictions on public transport usage the Council feel it is 

appropriate to make people aware of the project and enable those who still need to get to work to do so. 

It also allows those who are considering getting a bike for their exercise opportunity to try one out. 

Government has categorised bike shops as an essential service alongside supermarkets and 

pharmacies. ‘Peddle My Wheels’ continues to operate and deliver bikes to interested users with 

infection control processes in place to ensure people don’t come into contact with each other. The free 

training session can be held at a later date. 

Esafety Advice 

Parental controls on Netflix 

Netflix have launched an update to their parental controls to help families get the most from their viewing 

experience, as well as allowing them to make decisions about what content is right for them. Childnet 

has a blog looks at these new controls, and how parents and carers can use them with their family: 

https://www.childnet.com/blog/new-parentalcontrols-launched-on-netflix 

If you have any questions about esafety please email Miss Johnston for support or advice at 

office@oasisryelands.org. Below are some useful links to help parents and carers keep their children 

safe online: 

• Thinkyouknow (advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online) 

• Internet matters (support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online) 

• Parent info (support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online) 

• LGfL (support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online) 

• Net-aware (support for parents and careers from the NSPCC) 

 

What is…Houseparty?  

A guide for parents and carers Houseparty is an app that many young people are using to stay in touch 

with their peers and play games during the school closures and lockdowns of COVID-19. Many young 

people see this app as a fun and exciting way to talk to their friends in a time when they can’t speak face 

to face.  

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/what-%E2%80%A6houseparty-guide-parents-and-carers 

http://www.peddlemywheels.com/
https://www.childnet.com/blog/new-parentalcontrols-launched-on-netflix
mailto:office@oasisryelands.org
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://parentinfo.org/
https://www.lgfl.net/online-safety/resource-centre?s=16
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/what-%E2%80%A6houseparty-guide-parents-and-carers
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Geography! 

While this is not work, it may be fun to investigate the world while we are at home. We are lucky enough 

to have a subscription to a website called Digimap for schools. Why not have a look and see what new 

innovative things you can create? The maps can be edited, routes highlighted and photos can added.  

I am going to go on a rainbow walk tomorrow to take photos of all the beautiful rainbow pictures I see in 

windows and will put them on Digimap for schools and save it as ‘Ms Brophy rainbow walk’. If you 

haven’t already, why not create a rainbow and put it in your window? I might walk past your home and 

take a picture! Will you be able to find your rainbow on my map?  

Suggestions on other ways we can personalise our maps: 

 Route to school.  

 Family I miss.  

 Places I want to visit.  

 Family abroad. 

Show me what you can do!  

https://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/ 

Username: SE254XG 

Password: shooms1990 

Helpful hints videos 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLk8clPy0M_gRDyGPrK0Aw9S7t5woqv51e 

You can save ALL work within digimaps. Just save it with your name and class. Myself and your 

teachers can then have a look at all of the wonderful thing’s you are doing! 

Geography shout out to Arlo and Mason in Magpie Class who have saved some work already! You will 

be receiving your awards soon. Stay safe.  

Baneeta Brophy 

Geography leader 

https://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLk8clPy0M_gRDyGPrK0Aw9S7t5woqv51e
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 NHS Clap For Carers 

One of our local roads have been choosing themes for the Clap For Carers on Thursday evenings to 

keep the spirits up for the children. Some of our families who are involved have sent us some photos 

from their clap last week, which had the theme of hats! 

Thank you to Felix’s family (including his new baby sister!) and also to Poppy and Gus’s family who 

sent their photos in. Hopefully these will put a smile on your face, they did for us! 

 

 


