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Dear parents and carers, 

It feels incredibly strange to say that we are now approaching the final week of the 

first half of the Summer term. This week would have marked a huge milestone for 

our Year 6 pupils as they would have completed their End of Key Stage assessments 

yesterday - something that they have been working towards throughout their time in 

Key Stage 2. I am sure this week was met with a mix of emotions for our Year 6 

children but we want to remind them all of the fantastic job that they have done 

throughout their time at Ryelands and that the knowledge and skills they have 

gained throughout the years has helped them to become independent, lifelong learners 

- we are all incredibly proud of you.  

All secondary schools have now cancelled their transition days. For schools in Croydon 

these were generally happening on Friday 3rd July. These will not be taking place. The 

Year 6 teachers have already started communications with secondary schools to 

ensure the transition process is smooth and supportive for all the children who will be 

starting at their new schools in September.  

As I drove home the other day, I heard Benjamin Zephaniah read one his poems 

aloud. He had chosen to read this poem as he thought it was poignant for the time 

we are in now. I really liked it. I hope you do too. 

What do people need? 

 

People need people, 

To walk to 

To talk to 

To cry and rely on, 

People will always need people. 

To love and to miss 

To hug and to kiss, 

It’s useful to have other people. 

To whom to moan 

If you’re all alone, 

It’s so hard to share 

When no one is there. 

There’s not much to do 

When there’s no one but you. 

 

People will always need people. 

To please 

 

Warmest wishes, 
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To tease 

To put you at ease, 

 

People will always need people. 

To make life appealing 

And give life some meaning, 

It’s useful to have other people. 

It you need a change 

To whom will you turn. 

If you need a lesson 

From whom will you learn. 

If you need to play 

You’ll know why I say 

People will always need people. 

 

As girlfriends 

As boyfriends 

From Bombay 

To Ostend,  

People will always need people 

To have friendly fights with 

And share tasty bites with, 

It’s useful to have other people. 

People live in families 

Gangs, posses and packs, 

Its seems we need company 

Before we relax, 

So stop making enemies 

And let’s face the facts, 

People will always need people, 

Yes 

People will always need people. 

–Benjamin Zephaniah 
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Next week is half term. We will still be sending out home learning but it will be more 

project based like it was over the Easter holidays. 

I will be writing again to you all towards the end of the week to give you detailed 

information regarding the reopening of our school on Monday 1st June. I am sure you 

appreciate that there is so much to consider, for example: How many staff do I 

have? How big are the groups going to be? How many children will return? Start and 

finishing times? Which entrances? How do parents and carers social distance? How do 

children social distance and still learn and play? So many questions. I will be completely 

honest and answer one now. Social distancing and Primary school children will be 

impossible. As parents you already know this. I am looking at children being in social 

bubbles. This group of children will learn, play and eat together away from other 

groups of children with the same adults. As much as we can all ask children to social 

distance we know they are not going to remember. To try and enforce this will be 

impossible task. Equally if a child is hurt it will be impossible to keep to social 

distancing with adults as your children are used to being comforted and first aid 

applied.  

Thank you to the parents and carers of Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 that 

have completed the questionnaire. I apologise for the confusion in send it out twice. 

The first would only allow us to see the first 100 replies. In the haste of trying to 

get this out, as the time frame is so tight, we missed this finer point in the 

instructions. The questionnaire is now in year groups.  

I know that this is a worrying time for families and staff alike. My message for 

home learning has been, anything you can do is wonderful. My message with reopening 

is you have to do what you feel is right for your child and your family. Everyone has 

different circumstances. The Government has been very clear that no one will be 

fined at present for not sending their child to school this term. I will respect 

whatever you decide as the Principal and as a Dad. 

Stay safe  

Glenn and the Ryelands Team 
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Additional Educational Resources 

Virtual Tours  

Explore Chichester’s Novium Museum - https://www.thenovium.org/virtualmuseum 

Soar over the Great Wall of China - http://www.airpano.com/vtour_mobile/China-Great-Wall/ 

Take a look around the Eiffel Tower - https://www.metro.us/take-a-virtual-tour-of-eiffel-towerwith-google/ 

Discover Anne Frank’s secret annex - https://www.annefrank.org/en/anne-frank/secret-annex/ 

 

Daily Online Learning Opportunities 

Regular daily lessons - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize  

Over 180 video lessons each week on National Oak Academy - https://www.thenational.academy/ 

Storytime daily on Monster phonics http://bit.ly/3cvcglM  

Change4life - https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/activities  

Forestry England - https://www.forestryengland.uk/forest-fix 

 Lonely Planet - https://www.lonelyplanet.com/kids/activities 

Online Learning Apps/Websites  

Literacy Shed - https://www.literacyshedplus.com/en-gb/browse/free-resources/key-stage-2-activity-

packs 

Love Reading 4 Kids - https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk  

Mathematics Mastery - https://www.mathematicsmastery.org//free-resources 

Numberblocks - https://www.bbc.co.uk.cbeebies/grownups/help-your-child-with-maths 

STEM learning - https://www.stem.org.uk/primary-science 
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