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A Message From Mr Lillo 

As we come to the end of what can only be described as an extraordinary term, I would like to thank you all 

for your support and flexibility as we have had to adapt and change to the ever-changing issues that COVID 

has thrown our way.  

I hope that you managed to get to speak to your child’s teacher at our first telephone parent/carer 

conferences, whilst it was not the same as being able to see your child’s work, I hope it was useful to find 

out how well your child is doing in school.  

For obvious reasons, we have not been able to do all of the usual end of term things but have tried to make 

sure the end of term still had some of the fun that is traditional. The children’s class parties have taken 

place today and they have had a virtual pantomime this morning. I am sure they have been lots of fun, do 

ask the children all about them. 

As a school, although we have had some cases in staff and children, we have been fortunate to have had 

less disruption and class closures than many other schools. However, I do know that many families have 

been very badly impacted by COVID-19 and as a school community, we have to hope for a better outlook in 

2021 now we know that a vaccine is being rolled out.  

I want to thank you all for sticking by the rules when on the school site, supporting your child/children's 

learning and for ensuring that we have had such high attendance throughout the autumn term. However 

you are choosing to spend the holidays and whether you are celebrating Christmas or not, I do hope that 

you and your families have a chance to spend some quality time together and relax.  

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to say an extra big thank you to all of the staff for their hard 

work and dedication in ensuring that the children have had the very best possible term, despite the many 

challenges.  

The Spring Term is still likely to be challenging, but I am hopeful that by Easter, things will feel much more 

normal again. I hope you are able to have a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year, however you 

choose to spend it and anybody not celebrating, has a well-deserved break. 

Best wishes, 

Glenn and the Ryelands Team 



What We’ve Been Up To This Week 
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Nursery: In Nursery, we continued to have lots of fun making our sparkly Christmas crafts. We also 

counted baubles, candy sticks and mince pies and wrote the corresponding numerals. We made very funny 

snowmen using lots of different 2D shapes and we practiced and recorded our Christmas concert to share 

with our families. We are very proud of our beautiful singing and clever actions and can’t wait to share it 

with them. Merry Christmas Everyone! 

Reception: This week, the children in Reception have had wonderful Christmas fun. they have made 

Christmas decorations using salt dough and Christmas hats for the Christmas sing along. The children 

performed their Christmas sing along on Wednesday and were amazing! A big well done to all the children 

who took part. Today, the children enjoyed Christmas Lunch, a Christmas panto and their class parties! 

From all of Reception, Merry Christmas everyone!  

Year 1: In Year 1 this week, we have been watching the video “The Man on the Moon” and the children have 

developed questions for the two characters and also answered questions from the text. In Maths, we have 

been solving problems by applying the strategies learnt. Our art project was based around the work of the 

artist Georgia O’Keeffe and the children have re-created a piece of her art  using wax crayons. They are 

looking forward to watching their Christmas show that they worked so hard on and had such fun watching 

the panto this morning! 

Year 2: In our last week at school, Year 2 enjoyed being investigative scientists. We predicted and 

measured the strengths of a variety of papers, before using this knowledge to build our own bridges that 

were strong enough to carry the weight of a toy car! We also learned about using the inverse in Maths and 

honed our diary writing skills in response to the film ‘The Supporting Act’. Even though our term was cut a 

little short, we are really proud of everyone in Year 2 for a fantastic Autumn term. Mrs Cutter and Miss Bell 

wish everyone a very happy Christmas and new year and look forward to seeing all the Year 2s again in 

January! 

Year 3: Year 3 have had a fantastic last week of term unleashing their inner Van Gogh and doing one point 
perspective drawings on a room. Year 3 showed their community spirit this week by writing some 
beautifully touching Christmas messages to residents of a local care home. Filled with kind words, wishes 
for the future and Christmas cheer; Year 3 showed the true meaning of the Ryelands Way by ensuring no 
member of our community was left out at Christmas time. We are all very excited for the Christmas break.  

Year 4: This week, Year 4 have had the opportunity to have 2 dress up days! On Monday, they all came in 

their pyjama’s for a special home learning day. Magpie and Owl class had the opportunity to use Purple 

Mash to write their own story based on the book the ‘Accidental Prime Minister’. During this week, we also 

had a Roman dress up day. They had lots of fun making Roman treats and writing their speeches all about 

Roman achievements, all ready for our Roman banquet in the afternoon. We would like to wish all of Year 4 

a merry Christmas and we look forward to seeing you back in the New Year.  

Year 5: Year 5 have been getting in the Christmas spirit and have enjoyed learning and performing (stay 

tuned!) Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer in Raven and Jingle Bell Rock in Heron. We also got to experience 

a remote pantomime of Cinderella, which the children loved. In our other lessons we have been looking at 

the perimeter and area of rectilinear shapes in Maths and writing our very own Horrible History style non-

chronological reports. Have a fantastic Christmas break and see you in the new year! 

Year 6: Year 6 have enjoyed the last week of term. The children completed some wonderful pieces of art 

portraying anatomical hearts using different media. They used quilling technique to create Christmas 

cards, and rounded off their English unit by watching Goodnight Mr Tom. 

They took part in a creative media workshop which gave them a taste of 

the opportunities on offer from the Reaching Higher Media enrichment 

club. We wish you all a safe and happy Christmas and look forward to 

welcoming the children back in the New Year.  
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Test And Trace 

We have been advised that schools should continue 
to monitor cases over the next 6 days. If you, or 
your child tests positive for COVID-19 up to 22nd 
December 2020, please contact the school on this 
email office@oasisryelands.org   
We also strongly encourage pupils and anyone they 

live with to get a COVID-19 test before coming back 

to school in January if they are showing symptoms 

or if they have been in contact with anyone who has 

tested positive. This is to ensure anyone who may 

be infectious does not return to school with the 

virus and potentially start an outbreak.  

Go to the government website www.gov.uk/get-
coronavirus-test  

Online Safety Tips For 

Parents: In Game Chat 

As the holidays approach, many children will be 

spending more time online and many will be having 

fun gaming and chatting to their friends online. 

Remember one of the key principles of children and 

gaming: the majority of children use gaming for 

socialisation over and above the actual game. It's 

one of the reasons Fortnite, COD, PUBG and other 

games are so popular.  

CEOP released a YouTube video back in August that 
might be useful for some parents. It's only 38 
seconds long so please take a look to help keep all 
children safe online this Christmas. The YouTube 
video is https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=WgSnbBRVMPs&feature=emb_logo 

Re-opening Of School 

School will re-open for children on Tuesday 5th 

January 2021. Please continue to use the allocated 

gates at the staggered times. If anything changes 

over the holidays, we will contact you. 

Home Learning 

Over this Christmas holiday, there are many 

chances to make the most of home learning 

opportunities. Each year group has sent home work 

linked to the topic for next half term BUT, there are 

also some lovely family activities to encourage your 

child to help out and take part. Cooking perhaps? 

Or helping to sort the wrapping paper into the 

recycling? A mixture of the 2 approaches would be 

perfect over the holidays. 

The children have missed so many learning 

opportunities due to this pandemic but we’re taking 

(and making) every chance possible to ensure that 

the children reach their full potential.  

Nursery Spaces 

We now have full time spaces available in our 
Nursery. If you or someone you know is interested 
in a full time space, please contact Vanessa in the 
Office to get an application form. She will also be 
able to answer any questions you may have.  
 
These full time spaces cost £125 a week. However, 

if you are entitled to 30 hours funding from the 

government, the space will cost just £25 per week.  

This week’s Shed winners were  

Owl Class 

Indivudial winner:  

Kayla - Woodpecker 

Well done! 

Maths Shed 

Christmas Performances 
The children had so much fun performing their 

Christmas songs. Keep an eye on your email inbox 

tomorrow for the link to watch them! 

mailto:office@oasisryelands.org
http://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
http://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgSnbBRVMPs&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgSnbBRVMPs&feature=emb_logo
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At Oasis Academy Ryelands we are driven by a 

powerful ethos that CAREs. It aspires to treat 

everyone inclusively and recognises the importance 

of a holistic approach to education.  

We have been giving out our celebration certificates 

in line with our school values. The children’s and 

staff certificates have been awarded for 

demonstrating our values, as seen below:  

Values 

C - Community. We care for our community and help 

others whenever we can. 

A - Aspiration. When you work hard and believe you 

can do anything you then have options. 

R - Resilience. We never stop trying even when it 

gets tough. 

E - Enjoyment. Developing a love of lifelong learning 

in our community. 

The Circle of Inclusion. (which surrounds the word 

CARE) - We believe we are one family: we play 

together and learn together and no one is left out. 

 

Stars of the Week 

Inclusion 
Aiden - Heron 

Zion - Woodpecker 

Community 
Catherine - Sparrow 

Shannia - Magpie 

Aspiration 
Axl - Owl 

Miss Weir 

Resilience 
Tori - Raven 

Ridwan - Eagle 

Enjoyment 
Millie - Starling 

Rizwanul - Kingfisher 

Are you expected to do your best work at school? 

Yes. 

Yes because we are here to learn. 
 

How do you think you are doing in your learning? 

My teacher tells me well done. 

I get stickers. 

I am doing good. 
 
What do you enjoy most about school? 

Playing inside with the toys inside. 

Using salt dough to make Christmas decorations. 

Playing with the puppets and dancing. 
 

What do you like to do in the middle (shared) 
classroom?  

Play with Mr Potato Head. 

I read and do my work in there. 
 

What is your favourite activity? 

Play with my friends. 

I like playing with the dinosaurs and puppets.  

Pupil Voice - Reception  

Class attendance figures for this week. 

Congratulations to the pupils who had 100% 

attendance for the term, there were 129 pupils in 

total.  

Robin 98.5% 98.5% Wren 

Sparrow 98.4% 97.4% Starling 

Chaffinch 100% 95.3% Goldfinch 

Kingfisher 94.5% 97.3% Woodpecker 

Magpie 98.4% 95.8% Owl 

Heron 96.5% 99.2% Raven 

Eagle 95.7% 95.1% Hawk 

School Weekly  

Total: 
97.2% 96.8% 

School Year 

to Date: 

Attendance 

Our attendance officer is preparing certificates which 

will be given to the pupils when we return in January. 

Congratulations also to the classes with the highest 

attendance;  

Highest attendance in Early Years – 97.6% Wren 

Highest attendance in Key Stage 1 –  98.5% Sparrow 

Highest attendance in Key Stage 2 - 97.6% Magpie 

Cinema vouchers went to Riley in Heron for KS2 and 

Eliza in Robin for KS1. 

The class with the best attendance overall for this 

term is Sparrow.  



Friday 18th December 2020 INSET Day 

Monday 21st December 2020 – Friday 1st 

January 2021 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

Monday 4th January 2021 INSET Day 

Tuesday 5th January 2021 
All children return to school 

Inclusion Drop In 

Wednesday 6th January 2021 Behaviour Drop In 

Thursday 11th and  

Friday 12th January 2021 
Chinese New Year Dance Workshops - Years 1-6 

Friday 15th January 2020 
Deadline for Primary School Admissions (those joining  

Reception in September 2021) 

Wednesday 20th January 2021 SRE Parents’ Meeting 

Tuesday 9th February 2021 Safer Internet Day 

Wednesday 10th February 2021 Behaviour Drop In 

Monday 15th February - Friday 19th  

February 2021 
HALF TERM 

Please note, these dates are subject to change. 






