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A Message From Mr Lillo 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

As we reach the end of our second full week of remote learning, I must reflect on just how far we have 

come in such a short time. Thank you for the part you have played in supporting the children to adjust to 

new routines and expectations. I always smile when seeing photos in the media of the ‘idyllic’ home 

learning scene - children gathered happily around the table, working quietly and independently whilst mum 

and dad attend to their work duties. Perhaps this is the case in your house, or more likely there are times 

when it does not quite go to plan! Please just do the best you can for your children and know that, as a 

school, we will do everything we can to help. See the ‘top tips’ below for some additional pearls of wisdom. 

This week we have introduced live sessions into Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. Next week we will be 

extending our live lessons into KS2. This is totally new to us and we hope that they all go well. If there are 

some teething issues please bear with us.  

While driving to work this week I heard on the radio that children are reading 40% more than they were 

before COVID-19. One of the children interviewed was explaining that she loved to sit and listen to or read 

stories with her brothers and sisters because they could be anywhere in the world and could have 

adventures. 

Books really can do that can’t they; transport us to a different time or place and allow us to switch off for a 

moment. Please see the virtual school library further on in this newsletter. 

Reading stories has always been a big part of my family life. I have always shared books and read to my 

sons and as they have grown up we have discovered different authors along the way. I am sure, like me, 

you have read or are reading lots of picture books. Our favourites were anything by Martin Wadell, Michael 

Rosen, Dr Suess, Emily Gravett, Julia Donaldson and Oliver Jeffers. We loved the stories but also really 

loved the illustrations. My favourite book to read to my boys was always ‘The Snail And The Whale’.  

I hope over this weekend, you manage to find some lovely books you can all share all together. Have a 

good weekend. 

Glenn and the Ryelands Team 

Remember that we have been here before - reflect on the past experience: what went 

well? What could you do differently? What did you learn?  

Establish a routine which works for you. Have a loosely structured routine that works 

for your family. Don’t be afraid to ask your child what would be helpful for them.  

Be gentle with yourself and your child - this is hard right now. Celebrate the small 

wins and explore self-care tools. Sometimes a movie day will be just what they need.  

Set realistic expectations - do what you can. Set smaller, weekly goals rather than 

daily goals. Some days you can do more and some days you do less (that’s okay).  

Please encourage your child to join the live sessions. This will help them to feel that 

they are still part of the wider school community. 

Top Tips For Succeeding With Home Learning 



You will, no doubt, have heard of the political discussions 

around the provision of free school meals for those children 

who are eligible. At Ryelands, we were successful in 

distributing our food hampers in the first two weeks of the 

spring term. This system has now changed with children 

entitled to Universal Free School Meals having their food 

hampers delivered and those entitled to means-tested Free 

School Meals receiving vouchers. I’d like to thank Ms 

McCrea, Ms Ellis and Ms Cummins for all their hard work and 

effort. It was not an easy task and it was organised within a 

short space of time. Thank you very much. I know that has 

been appreciated as many parents and carers have 

commented.  

For those of you who have children in school, may I remind you of the latest Government statement which 

says that parents and carers who are deemed to be critical workers “should keep their children at home if 

they can.”  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/

file/952443/210114_School_national_restrictions_guidance_FINAL_14012021.pdf 

If you have children who do not need to be in school as they can remain at home, we would be very grateful 

if you kept them there. We now have over 100 children daily in school. Please do understand that this is not 

to prevent you from sending them in – they are entitled to their place; many of you work at great risk and 

we genuinely love working with the children - but it is a request for you to consider whether there is the 

possibility for your children to be at home. If this is something you think you can do, then please let the 

school office know. 

Children of Critical Workers in School 

Food Hampers and Food 

Vouchers 
Due to the National lockdown and not 

having all the children in school I have 

made the decision to delay Parents 

Evening to Spring 2. Hopefully after 

February half term more details will have 

come to light with what is going to happen 

with schools reopening and I will be able to 

confirm the format this meeting will take. 

Parents’ Evening 
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Have a look here for some brain break 

exercises. These are useful activities to do 

after spending long periods of time using 

technology. This may be relaxing or 

energizing, but they are always intended to 

get the body and mind going and help 

children focus afterwards.  

https://
www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/
resources/mindfulness-calendar-daily-five-
minute-activities/ 

Brain Breaks 

A 'Virtual School Library' that has been created by Oak 
National Academy in partnership with the National Literacy 
Trust. Every week a popular children's author or illustrator 
will provide free books, exclusive videos and their top three 
recommended reads. Please visit the link: https://
library.thenational.academy/ 

Reading Books 

Baby Willicombe 
I would like to announce that Miss Glencross and Mr Willicombe 

have become proud parents to a little baby boy called Bowie. He 

was born on Sunday 17
th

 January and weighed 8lb 4oz. I am sure 

that the whole school community would like join with me in 

sending our congratulations. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/952443/210114_School_national_restrictions_guidance_FINAL_14012021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/952443/210114_School_national_restrictions_guidance_FINAL_14012021.pdf
https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/resources/mindfulness-calendar-daily-five-minute-activities/
https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/resources/mindfulness-calendar-daily-five-minute-activities/
https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/resources/mindfulness-calendar-daily-five-minute-activities/
https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/resources/mindfulness-calendar-daily-five-minute-activities/
https://library.thenational.academy/
https://library.thenational.academy/


Spelling Shed 

This week's spelling shed class league table: 

1st place-  Hawk Class - TROPHY WINNERS 

2nd place - Owl Class 

3rd place - Raven Class 

This week's individual spelling shed league table: 

1st place - “Murphy”, Hawk 

2nd place - Thara, Owl 

3rd place - Junior, Raven 

Maths Shed 

This week’s Maths Shed winner was  

  Chloe - Chaffinch Class 

Well done! 
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We are excited to be sending postcards to 

the children who have put the most 

effort into engaging with their remote 

learning.  

Make sure your child tells the member of 

staff who phones next week all about 

their hard work - maybe they’ll get the 

next postcard! 

Congratulations to everyone who will be 

receiving a postcard this week! 

Keep an eye out for your post! 

Reception: Lenny, Rosie, Gorge, Manuela, Ida 

Year 1: Ketav, Rayan, Elodie, Nova, Hugo 

Year 2: Lena, Kavari, Chloe, Amber, Maria 

Year 3: Georgia, Kuba, Nikola, Sheldon, Kayla 

Year 4: Diako, Aurelio, Taidyn, Nelly, Rolando 

Year 5: Tori, Joao, Benjamin, Drew, Robin 

Year 6: Oliwer, Allen, Piotr, Shreya, Dario 

HOME LEARNING CHAMPION POSTCARDS 

Safeguarding Children’s 

Mental health 

Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, supporting the 
wellbeing of children has never been so 
important. SSS Learning have produced a free 
Safeguarding Children 10 Top Tips Parent 
Resource and a short video presentation, which 
can be accessed by going to https://ssscpd.co.uk/
education/parentsandguardians/child-mental-
health-10-tips-for-parents/-/pj== 

https://ssscpd.co.uk/education/parentsandguardians/child-mental-health-10-tips-for-parents/-/pj==s
https://ssscpd.co.uk/education/parentsandguardians/child-mental-health-10-tips-for-parents/-/pj==s
https://ssscpd.co.uk/education/parentsandguardians/child-mental-health-10-tips-for-parents/-/pj==s


The Week Ahead 

Below is an overview of the learning for the week ahead to provide you with a bit of forward planning and to 

help you encourage the children.  

Week 4 - Monday 25th January to Friday 29th January 

Year 1 

Day Phonics English Maths Topic 

Monday 

Live lesson 

09:30-10:00 

Practice reading, use 
phonicsplaycomics.com 

WALT map a 
story 

WALT place the 
numbers from 20 to 
50 in order and 
identify missing 
numbers  

RE – WAL where Jewish 
people go to  worship 

Tuesday The or grapheme 
WALT write a 
letter in role 

WALT recognize a 
group of ten as one 
unit 

Science – WALT look at 
our bodies. 

Wednesday The ore grapheme 
WALT create 
a persuasive 
catalogue 

WALT begin to 
recognise tens and 
ones within 2-digit 
numbers 

Geography-  WALT 
recognise of different 
types of weather and 
climate  

Thursday The aw grapheme 
WALT retell a 
fairy tale 

WALT  understand 
how groups of ten and 
ones are written in a 
place value chart 

PE- WAL dynamic 
balance and agility 

Friday 

Live lesson 

09:30-10:00 

Practice reading, use 
phonicsplaycomics.com 

WALT 
describe a 
character 

WALT represent a 2-
digit number within 50 
as tens and ones on a 
place value chart 

PSHE WALT recognize 
worrying feelings 

Reception 

Topic Aliens Love Underpants by Claire Freedman  

  Daily Message  Phonics  Write Away  Maths  

Monday  
Live lesson 

14:15 

Elmer is a colourful 
elephant.  

Phase 3: ur  

(Tricky witch)  

  

  

Revisiting the DM 
and writing "Elmer 
is a colourful 
elephant." 

To explore sharing 
objects into two equal 
groups.  

Tuesday  
Elmer is special 
because he is 
different.  

Writing about what 
makes us special. 

To explore sharing 
objects into equal 
groups. 

Wednesday  
Design your own 
Elmer the elephant.  

Writing about your 
favourite colour.  

To explore sharing 
objects into groups.  

Thursday  
Where does Elmer 
live? 

In the Jungle I can 
see... 

To recognise the 
connection between 
sharing and grouping. 

Friday  
Live lesson 

14:15 

 The other elephants 
celebrated 'Elmer 
day'. What do we 
celebrate with our 
friends and family?  

Writing about the 
celebrations 
discussed this 
morning in the DM.  

Consolidating the weeks 
learning.  
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The Week Ahead - Continued 
Week 4 - Monday 25th January to Friday 29th January 

Year 3 

Day Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 

Monday 

LIVE LESSON 09:30-

10:00 

WALT Research 

information about 

plastic 

Statistics 

WALT Read, write and draw 

diagrams 

Science -  WALT The Lifecycle of a Plant 

Music - Reggae Musicians Listening 

Diary 

Tuesday 

LIVE LESSON 09:30-

10:00 

WALT Recognise what 

a good speech looks 

like 

Statistics 

WALT Read, interpret and draw 

bar charts 

Geography - Using maps and 

compasses 

Wednesday 

LIVE LESSON 09:30-

10:00 

WALT Plan and write a 

speech 

Statistics 

WALT Read and interpret tables 

Computing - Creating my animation 

(continued) 

Art - Mono printing 

Thursday 

LIVE LESSON 09:30-

10:00 

WALT Deliver a 

persuasive speech 

Length and perimeter 

WALT Measure length 

Mandarin - LIVE LESSON 13:30-14:00 

RE - Christianity: What do Christians 

believe about Jesus? 

Friday 

LIVE LESSON 09:30-

10:00 

WALT Answer VIPERS 

questions 

Length and perimeter 

WALT Identify equivalent lengths 

using metres and centimetres 

PE - Stance 

PSHE - Understanding what hopeful and 

disappointed mean 

Year 2 

Day Phonics English Maths Topic 

Monday 

Live lesson 

10:00-10:30 

WAL the ‘are’ 
sound 

WALT use 
conjunctions to 
expand our ideas 

WALT identify fractions of 
a quantity 

Computing – WALT create a 
simple algorithm online 
  
Mandarin – LIVE LESSON 14:00
(link will be available on Purple 
Mash) 

Tuesday 
WAL the ‘are’ 
sound (reading) 

WALT use 
expanded noun 
phrases 

WALT identify fractions of 
a quantity and shape. 
(Application of learning) 

Science – WAL about African 
habitats and the animals/plants 
that live/grow there 

Wednesday 
WAL the ‘y’ 
sound 

WALT gather 
information 

WALT identify fractions of 
a quantity and shape. 
(Application of learning) 

PSHE – WAL about wants and 
needs 

Thursday 
WAL the ‘y’ 
sound (reading) 

WALT write a non-
chronological 
report (fact file) – 
slow write 

WALT identify one half and 
two quarters as equivalent 
fractions 

RE – WAL about the ways that 
Muslims learn from the Prophet 
Muhammad 

Friday 

Live lesson 

10:00-10:30 

WAL the ‘ph’ 
sound (revision) 

WALT write a non-
chronological 
report (fact file) – 
slow write 

WALT consolidate and 
review our learning 

Geography – WAL about life as a 
school child in rural Uganda 

This week’s spellings: 
flies, tries, replies, cries, copies, babies, carries, spies, supplies, lorries - Spelling rule –adding ‘ies’ to nouns and 
verbs ending in ‘y’ 
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The Week Ahead - Continued 

Week 4 - Monday 25th January to Friday 29th January 

Year 5 

Day 
English 

Spellings/GPS/Book 
Talk 

Maths 
Arithmetic/TT Rockstars 

Session 3/4 

Monday VIPERS 
Understanding angles 
LIVE LESSON 10:00  

PE – Ball chasing 
Music – ‘So Amazing’ Luther Vandross 
and ‘Hello’ Lionel Richie 

Tuesday 
Develop a rich 

vocabulary 

Recognise right angles 
LIVE LESSON 10:00  

Science – Investigating vegetative 
reproduction 
Mandarin – LIVE LESSON 13:30 

Wednesday 
Explore figurative 

language 

Recognise obtuse and 
acute angles 
LIVE LESSON 10:00  

Geography – River Thames 

Thursday 
To plan a setting 

description  

Angles within a shape 
LIVE LESSON 10:00  

Art – String prints and patterns 

Friday 
To write a setting 

description 

Compare and order 
acute, obtuse and reflex 
angles 
LIVE LESSON 10:00  

RE –  Guru Gobind Singh, the Making of 
Khalsa and The Tiger and Donkey Skin 
 

PSHE – Not following the crowd, being 
yourself 

Year 4 

Day Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 

Monday 
English WALT compare & 
contrast poems. 
LIVE LESSON 09:30 

Maths Lesson WALT be able 
to discuss the concept of 
area 

PSHE- Plan and budget 
Science-Identifying 
invertebrates 

Tuesday 

English WALT compare & 
contrast poems by the 
same poet. 
LIVE LESSON 09:30 

Maths lesson WALT to be 
able to calculate area by 
counting squares 

PE- Real PE for home 
Geography- Water cycle 
distribution and natural 
resources 

Wednesday 

English WALT recognise 
similes, particularly as 
used in poems. 
LIVE LESSON 09:30 

Maths lesson WALT be able 
to make shapes using a given 
number of squares 

RE- Why do people judge and 
label others without knowing 
them? 
Mandarin- LIVE LESSON 13:30 

Thursday 
English WALT recognise a 
rhyme pattern. 
LIVE LESSON 09:30 

Maths lesson WALT be able 
to compare the areas of 
rectilinear shapes 

Music- Rhythm and song. 
PE-Real PE for home 

Friday 

English WALT Convey the 
tone and message of a 
poem through recital. 
LIVE LESSON 09:30 

Maths lesson WALT assess 
our knowledge of area. 
Practice our times tables 

Chess- LIVE LESSON 13:45 
ICT- email ‘packets’ 

*Extension tasks in Maths and intervention groups will also be set as 2Dos for the children who need 

them.  

*LIVE lesson links will be uploaded to Purple mash 
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The Week Ahead - Continued 

Week 4 - Monday 25th January to Friday 29th January 

Year 6 

Day English  Maths  Foundation   

Monday 

LIVE LESSON 11:00-
11:30 

Flood land  

Listening and 
Responding - VIPERS  

LIVE LESSON 09:15 - 09:45 

Calculating Percentages of 
amounts  

Building on the work from last 
week – looking at more obscure 
% such as 35%, 11%, 55% etc. 

Science: Charles Darwin   

Theory of evolution    

Tuesday 

LIVE LESSON 11:00-
11:30 

Flood land  

Explain and justify a 
viewpoint  

LIVE LESSON 09:15 - 09:45 

Calculate a missing percentage 
or whole amount from a 
percentage  

“10% of an amount is 5, what is 
the original amount?”  

PSHE: Achieving goals through 
budgeting   

PE: Multi skills - Gym  

Wednesday 

LIVE LESSON 11:00-
11:30 

Flood land  

Plan a dramatic story  

LIVE LESSON 09:15 - 09:45 

Calculate percentage increase 
and decrease  

“a café increased the price of 
it’s drink by 30%...what is the 
new total price?”  

Topic: Droughts  

Music: Learn, perform and 
appraise – a new year carol  

Thursday 

LIVE LESSON 11:00-
11:30 

Flood land  

Write a story opening  

LIVE LESSON 09:15 - 09:45 

Algebra – One step rule  

Input and output machine – (2.3 
x 3 = )  

Computing Combined with RE: 
Create an online quiz  

PE: Multi skills - Games  

Friday 

LIVE LESSON 11:00-
11:30 

Flood land  

Continue a story  

LIVE LESSON 09:15 - 09:45 

Algebra – two step rule  

Input and output machine – (2.3 
x 3 + 1 = ?)  

RE: Combined with Computing – 
create a quiz on Islam way of 
life.  

Mandarin: LIVE LESSON 13:30 

Newsletter 17 

22nd January 2021 




