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A Message From Mr Lillo 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been wonderful having all the children back in school this week. School has been a very happy place. 

It has been particularly pleasing hearing laughter and seeing the many happy children enjoying activities 

both inside and outside the building. Even though over lockdown we have had nearly 30% of the school in, 

it has been very quiet. Even some of our neighbours in Sandown Road have commented that they have 

missed hearing the children. 

We are working hard in school to keep the children in their class bubbles, we want to do everything we can 

to minimise the risk of having to send children home to isolate. Thank you for your support with this beyond 

the school gate, keeping to specified drop off and pick up times and procedures and wearing masks in the 

vicinity of the school all help to minimise risk of transmission between families as we are still in the 

pandemic.  

We plan to continue to follow DfE guidance about re-introducing extracurricular clubs for all children after 

the Easter break and details will follow next week. We want to open things up in a controlled way, but our 

priority will always focus on keeping classrooms open so the children can attend school. 

As you will be aware, reading is a high priority at Ryelands, we try to instil a love of reading in the children. 

Please can I ask our Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 parents to really focus on supporting us with 

phonics. We need to get your children reading. Classes are doing extra work in this area of the curriculum 

and class teachers will discuss where your child is at parents evening. If as a parent you need any support 

or advice please ask.  

Let’s hope we have some sunshine this weekend.  

Glenn and the Ryelands Team 

Our next school event is Red Nose Day on Friday 

19th March. We will be marking the day with an 

opportunity to dress up and celebrate the fact that 

'Funny is Power ' in return for a £1 donation. These 

popular events are a great way of bringing the 

community together and there has never been a 

more important time to find ways to do that. As we 

will be thinking about what other 'powers' we all 

have, children are invited to create their own 

superhero outfit to showcase their individual, 

superhero powers! Some suggestions that have 

been shared so far are Captain Kindness, Super 

Sustainable Sarah and Really Respectful Rex! 

Alternatively, your child could come dressed in 

something red! Creative hair and faces are optional 

but must be back to their original state by Monday 

22nd! 

Red Nose Day 

We do not encourage parents to remove children 

from school during term time in normal 

circumstances and even less now that our children 

have lost so many months of schooling in the last 

year. However, please contact the academy office 

and request a ‘Leave of Absence in School Time’ 

form for any exceptional requests for leave of 

absence in school time. 

Exceptional Requests for 

Leave of Absence in School 

Please can you ensure that, if needed, your child 

has their epipen and asthma pumps in school at all 

times and that we have received the relevant 

paperwork with authorisation to use them. From 

after Easter, if we have not received the completed 

paperwork we will have to refuse to have 

medication on the school site. If your child needs 

the medication please make sure you have 

completed the paperwork. We have been pushing 

this since September 2019. There are 5 weeks to 

contact doctors and get them to sign forms if this is 

needed.  

Asthma Pumps and EpiPens 

Parents’ Evening is on Thursday 25th March. Don’t 

forget to book your Parents’ Evening slot by going to 

www.schoolinterviews.co.uk and using code 

VBK9Q. 

Parents’ Evening 

http://www.schoolinterviews.co.uk


This Week’s Adventures 

Nursery: This week in Nursery we had great fun learning all about pets. We compared pets to wild animals 

and thought about why cats would make better pets than lions and why goldfish would be better than 

sharks! We thought about what pets need from their owners and how we can make sure they are happy 

and healthy animals. We thought about why we enjoy keeping pets, and how they make us feel when we 

are with them. We set up a pet shop role play area and pretended to be vets. We also painted pets that we 

would like to have and we matched pets to their homes.  

Reception: This week we have enjoyed welcoming the children back by learning all about the farm, we 

have been messy and creative building our own farmyard scenery and discussed where our food comes 

from and how farmers help us. We also celebrated World Book Day and got cosy in our PJs reading and 

sharing our favourite bedtime stories from home.  

Year 1: This week, Year 1 have settled back into school focusing on Poetry. They have enjoyed performing 

poems to the class using different voices, props and movement, they have even created some art work to 

go with their poetry. In Maths we have looked at fractions for the first time learning about halves and 

quarters of shapes and amounts. In Geography, Year 1 have learnt about a charity that Oasis support in 

Uganda called ‘Football for Life’, and have written letters to children who benefit from this charities.  

Year 2: It has been a fantastic first week back in Year 2! We got straight into our Maths and have begun 

learning about 2-D shapes and their properties. In English we read ‘The Magic Porridge Pot’ and enjoyed 

acting it out in class and creating our own magic porridge pots. We have also been active with our PE 

circuits, learnt a song called ‘Zoo Time’ in Music, thought about why chocolate plays an important part in 

our celebrations (and rightly so!), learnt about the different parts of a plant and wrote to David 

Attenborough to tell him all about climate change in South Africa! It has been a jam-packed week and we 

have all loved being back together. Well done Year 2. 

Year 3: Year 3 have settled back into school incredibly well. We have been so impressed with how hard 

they have been working in all of their lessons and as a result, we have been able to enjoy trying out some 

fruit from around the world linked to our book, Shona Word Detective. The children wrote some fantastic 

fruit poetry using all of their senses. Woodpecker class completed tiles using clay as part of this half 

term’s pottery art focus. Kingfisher class created some excellent videos using the photos that they have 

gathered from South Norwood as part of their Computing lesson. The children are really looking forward 

to swapping over and completing the other activities next week.  

Year 4: Year 4 are back and this week we have set ourselves new goals for 2021! We continued with our 

story Varjak Paw as he ventures into the big city. We have met some new characters along the way. 

Children have done exceptionally well with a variety of tasks around characterisation. In maths lessons we 

have been learning all about decimals. Children have looked at different strategies for adding and 

subtracting decimal numbers. We have revisited our ICARE values as we look at themes around equality 

and The Golden Rule in RE. 

Year 5: This week, Year 5 have been learning about shape translations and coordinates. Children have 

flourished with getting to grips with quite an abstract concept and have enjoyed doing so. In English the 

children have written a persuasive letter on whether they’re for or against wearing school uniforms. It 

turns out a lot of the children are against wearing school uniform. Also, the children have continued 

reading ‘Cosmic’ by Frank Cottrell Boyce, which they have really enjoyed reading the main protagonist’s 

funny antics. In Science the children have been investigating hardness of materials. Using their 

observational skills to carry out experiments on various materials to then order them from low to high 

hardness.  

Year 6: Year 6 kicked off the week at looking at International Women's day. We looked at how the rights of 

women have changed over the year. This fed into the book we are reading this week, 'Rebel Voices'. The 

children read about key women across the world who have stood up to governments across the world to 

fight for rights for women. 
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Inclusion Quality Mark Centre of Excellence 

In November last year, we renewed our Inclusion Quality Mark Centre of Excellence status. This award 
demonstrates our commitment to inclusive education and sustaining inclusive practice. This award is 
about ensuring that we keep to a high national standard of inclusivity.  Inclusive education means that as a 
school we believe that diversity should be celebrated and differences of any nature should be accepted 
and respected. It is also about raising achievement for all and awareness of differences and providing an 
environment which provides the opportunity for all to succeed. As part of renewing the award, we had to 
show how we had developed effective differentiation so all children access the curriculum, develop a 
cohesive Induction programme and establish our Student Voice where children have their say on matters 
that affect them.   

Primary Quality Mark 

2 years ago we achieved the Primary Quality Mark for our provision of English and Mathematics. This 
nationally recognised accreditation demonstrated our commitment to continually 
improving standards in both English and Mathematics. By satisfying the 10 elements 
required to achieve the quality mark, we were ensuring that our school maintained the 
highest standards and quality of learning and teaching.  

Last month, as part of the established renewal process, our Primary Quality Mark was 
reviewed and all 10 elements reassessed. It is with great pride that we continue to merit the PQM award; 
this reflects our continued determination to provide the very best education for all our children. 

Early Years Quality Mark 

We are extremely proud to share with you all that on Tuesday, our Early Years team took part in the Early 
Years Quality Mark assessment and were successful, being awarded with the mark, celebrating our 
Nursery and Reception as high-quality provisions for our pupils.     

Miss Groves, along with other members of staff met with Mr Swatland, who assesses on behalf of the Tribal 
Group. They discussed our Early Years setting at length and Mr Swatland was extremely pleased with what 
he learnt. He strongly felt children make an excellent start in the Early Years here at Oasis Academy 
Ryelands and "Much of this is due to the high calibre and dedicated EYFS staff team in which everyone is 
focussed on providing the very best learning opportunities for every pupil." A huge well done to all the 
Early Years Staff.  

BIG Award 

Last week we achieved the BIG Award! The BIG Award is given for excellence in bullying intervention. To 
gain this award, we showed that we have consistent and embedded good practice to dealing with any 
bullying incidents. At Ryelands we want to ensure that every child can fulfil their true 
educational potential, or enjoy their community activities, without fear of being 
bullied.  

We will be continuing to uphold the same high national standard to ensure we give our 
children the best possible education. This will be done through our Anti-Bullying Task 
Force and Pupil Parliament meetings. 

Quality Marks 

FoodCycle Norwood Junction 

Free hot vegetarian takeaway collection at Oasis Academy Ryelands (via Sandown Road) 

Every Friday 7-8pm 

FoodCycle is a charity that fights food poverty and loneliness by providing free hot meals to those that 
need it, made using surplus food. In the absence of community meals, we continue to offer a free hot 
vegetarian takeaway meal service. This is open to anyone and no referral or sign up is required. Those 
unable to visit their local FoodCycle project due to self-isolating or shielding can 
ask a friend, neighbour or family member to collect on their behalf. 

Created in April 2020, in reaction to the first national lockdown, Foodcycle’s Check-in 
and Chat service is also open. Helping to combat the rising issue of social isolation 
during the pandemic, volunteers call guests for a weekly natter.  

https://www.foodcycle.org.uk/location/foodcycle-norwood-junction/
https://www.foodcycle.org.uk/get-involved/volunteer/check-in-phone-volunteer/
https://www.foodcycle.org.uk/get-involved/volunteer/check-in-phone-volunteer/
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Spelling Shed 

This week's spelling shed class league table: 

1st place- Owl Class 

2nd place - WoodpeckerClass 

3rd place - Magpie Class 

This week's individual spelling shed league table: 

1st place - Thara, Owl 

2nd place - Sara, Woodpecker 

3rd place - Kayla, Woodpecker 

Maths Shed 

This week's Maths shed class league table: 

1st place - Goldfinch Class 

2nd place - Woodpecker Class 

3rd place - Eagle Class 

This week's individual Maths shed league table: 

1st place - Karen, Goldfinch 

2nd place - Kayla, Woodpecker 

3rd place - Kamryn, Woodpecker 

At Oasis Academy Ryelands we are driven by a 

powerful ethos that CAREs. It aspires to treat 

everyone inclusively and recognises the 

importance of a holistic approach to education.  

We have been giving out our celebration 

certificates in line with our school values. The 

children’s and staff certificates have been awarded 

for demonstrating our values, as seen below:  

Values 

C - Community. We care for our community and 

help others whenever we can. 

A - Aspiration. When you work hard and believe you 

can do anything you then have options. 

R - Resilience. We never stop trying even when it 

gets tough. 

E - Enjoyment. Developing a love of lifelong 

learning in our community. 

The Circle of Inclusion. (which surrounds the word 

CARE) - We believe we are one family: we play 

together and learn together and no one is left out. 

 

Stars of the Week 

Community Ida - Robin 

Aspiration 

Hannah - Magpie 

Jahnae - Eagle 

Weylei - Chaffinch 

Resilience 

Kymaiah - Hawk 

Hugo - Sparrow 

Keaira - Starling 

Shakai - Goldfinch 

Wolf - Raven 

Kayden - Wren 

Kyrelle - Woodpecker 

Enjoyment 
Evie - Kingfisher 

Harry - Heron 

Inclusion Angela - Owl 

 

Class Attendance This Week 

Robin 98% 98.9% Wren 

Sparrow 99.3% 99% Starling 

Chaffinch 99.6% 94.6% Goldfinch 

Kingfisher 100% 95.5% Woodpecker 

Magpie 93.3% 98.6% Owl 

Heron 98.1% 94.4% Raven 

Eagle 100% 96% Hawk 

School 

Weekly  

Total: 

97.5% 92% 
School Year 

to Date: 






