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A Message From Mr Lillo 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been lovely walking around and seeing all the children working so hard and enjoying spending time 

with their friends. We have also been really pleased with how many children are getting involved in 

scooting and cycling to school – keep it up!  

We know that all of the social distancing and restrictions are easing, which is wonderful news. We ask you 

all to keep sticking to the rules and keeping us all safe so that we can avoid isolating any bubbles. There 

are lots of opportunities for testing, so if anyone in your household has symptoms then please be safe and 

isolate and get a test. We know that many of you are doing this, so thank you very much for your support. 

We are currently giving consideration to a number of summer events that would normally take place during 

the term at school. The Government continue to move ahead with their ‘roadmap out of lockdown’ and we 

are planning how this will affect some of the events in school towards the latter part of the term. We are 

considering how we can continue with certain things in the safest way possible, although any 

arrangements will be subject to changes based on the Government requirements. With this in mind Oasis 

Community Learning have allowed as to start going on trips again. Local visits to the Country Park are 

going to be introduced. We will provide you with more information as firm decisions and made. 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Glenn and the Ryelands Team 

We will never underestimate how difficult the national lockdown 

has been for everyone and we have always endeavoured to be at 

the heart of your community with support for one and all. Please 

continue to be mindful that we are here, to support you all and 

please contact us via telephone and/or email if you have any 

questions or queries regarding any concerns that you may have. 

Communication 

Our last INSET day this academic year 

is on Friday 28th of May 2021. The 

school will be closed on this day and 

as a staff we will be having training on 

incorporating the use of iPads into our 

lessons. 

INSET Day Reminder 

Now that children are back in school, please would you search your bookcases at home and return any 

books with the school logo on the inside sleeve to the foyer next to the school office – we’ll have boxes 

ready for you to deposit them in, where they can be quarantined before being sorted by our staff.  

Book Amnesty - Return of School Books Required Urgently 

You may have seen an article on the BBC news today that there is growing evidence that the past year of 

lockdowns has had an impact on young children's language skills, according to research.  

Data from 50,000 pupils and a survey of schools across England have shown an increased number of four- 

and five-year-olds needing help with language. Less or no contact with grandparents, social distancing, no 

play dates, and the wearing of face coverings in public have left children less exposed to conversations 

and everyday experiences. Evidence shows poor speech development can have long-term effects on 

learning.  

The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) research suggests the measures taken to combat the 

pandemic have deprived the youngest children of social contact and experiences essential for increasing 

vocabulary. Speech and communication are at the heart of our classroom practice, and we are activity 

trying to combat this in school. If you do have any concerns linked to Speech and Language please contact 

Ms Champion our Inclusion Manager. 

Spoken Language Skills 



This week our Mental Wellbeing Officer, Miss Wallace, trained our team of Wellbeing Champions in a one 
hour training session, maintaining social distancing sitting the children in the hall. They will help the staff 
as an extra pair of eyes, looking out for any worries children are having around school, helping their 
friends if they feel sad and leading simple wellbeing activities in their class and in the playground.  

All of the Wellbeing Champions received their badge today from Miss Wallace and have a Wellbeing 
Champions Handbook to refer to when they need ideas. They will meet once a week to discuss and share 
ideas on how to help all of the children at Ryelands with their Wellbeing. Later in the school year the pupils 
will hopefully have the opportunity to organise activities for their 
class. 

Our champions are: 

 

 

 

Wellbeing Champions 
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Starling- Denaye  

Sparrow- Carol-Ann 

Goldfinch- Kyla 

Chaffinch- Clara 

Kingfisher- Georgia 

Woodpecker- Kayla 

Magpie – Mia-Imani 

Owl- Sofia 

Raven- Wolfgang 

Heron- Jamilah 

Hawk- Joy  

Eagle- Shreya 

Pupil Parliament members are currently meeting on 
Friday mornings. We are closely looking at the 
children's perception of behaviour in the school.  

Pupil Parliament reps created a questionnaire to 
carry out with their classes to see what the children 
think of the behaviour in school and what would 
help improve the current strategies in place. We will 
be discussing their findings in our next meeting and 
creating an action plan to make positive changes in 
the school. This is an exciting piece of work that the 
children are looking forward to carrying out.  

Pupil Parliament 

The Anti-Bullying Task Force met this week. Our 
Head Boy, Nabil, and Head Girl, Kitty, spoke about 
their thoughts about things that the school can do 
to improve our current bullying procedures. We are 
going to be relaunching worry boxes in all the 
classrooms so children who are reluctant to speak 
out about issues that may be happening, feel that 
they have some way to tell their teacher. We will be 
continuing to look at different ways that we can 
help children come forward to speak to a trusted 
adult about their worries and concerns.  

Anti-Bullying Task Force 

Having completed an environmental review of the school, 
the Eco-Council met this week to discuss their plans. All of 
the children in the council felt that it would be a fantastic 
idea to create school vegetable patches. These are 
already in progress with lots of different vegetables having 
already been planted and the Eco-Council members will all 
be contributing to this. They have all been given a pumpkin 
seed to begin growing at home in pots. When the seeds 
have begun to grow and are ready to plant out, Eco-
Councillors will bring them back into school to be planted 
to create Ryelands’ very own pumpkin patch! The Eco-
Council will also be putting in place a compost bin for the 
KS1 playground so that all of the fruit/veg waste from 
snack time can be recycled. We hope that, in the long run, 
this will help create lots of compost to nourish our veg 
patches. There will be lots of other projects the Eco-
Council will be working on too so watch this space… 

Eco-Council 

Year 6 had a fantastic Hands On Science 
Workshop this week where the children 
launched our new science unit 'animals 
including humans'. The children started off 
by dissecting and exploring the inside of a 
lamb’s heart. Being similar to the human 
heart, children were able to explore the 
structure of their very own hearts. We looked 
at key scientific words such as arteries, 
veins, pulse ventricles, valves and many 
more. Later in the afternoon, the children 
had a go at making fossils. They used 
'plaster of Paris ' to create a mixture that was 
then poured into a mould that resembled a 
cheetah's paw.  All the children had 
tremendous fun and are looking forward to 
the next Science workshop that we will be 
doing. 

Hands On Science 



This Week’s Adventures 
Nursery: The nursery children have had great fun with their Pirate topic. On Friday, they 

dressed up as pirates and gave each other pirate names. They wrote messages in a bottle, 

made their own eye patches and printed the Jolly Roger on their own pirate flag. They 

thoroughly enjoyed playing in the Pirate Ship role play area playing pretending to be pirates, 

filling chests with treasure, marking ‘X’ on the treasure maps and spying on their friends 

through telescopes! They learnt about how pirates get their treasure, where they hide it, what they wear, 

how they live and what they say. Arrghhh!! 

Reception: This week, our topic in Reception has been The Park. We would have loved to take a trip to the 
local country park but it sounds like from our wonderful discussions this week that many children have 
visited the park either this week or last weekend. The children loved sharing stories about their past 
experiences and sharing their pictures taken when visiting the park with friends and family. In Phonics the 
children have been creating a potion for Tricky Witch, using their imagination and creating a recipe of 
ingredients. 

Year 1: This week in Year 1, the children have continued the writing activities around the story “The Day 
The Crayons Quit”. They have been writing speech bubbles expressing the crayons feelings, drawing 
pictures for the sequel and have been writing a book review. We ended the week by listening to and 
retelling the story “The Day The Crayons Came Home”. In maths, the children compared and ordered 
numbers within 100 and identified patterns in a sequence of numbers. In Science, we have learnt about 
the parts and the function of each part of a plant. In ICT, we have discussed about the importance of giving 
clear instructions and children instructed their teachers to make toast! In Art, the children were art critics 
and annotated each other’s work. 

Year 2: This week, we have loved learning about capacity and volume in Maths – we didn’t get 
too wet thankfully! We have started to think about our own dragon stories more and have now 
mapped out our stories to write up next week using our most impressive vocabulary. In Music, 
we matched pitch and rhythm with our bodies, in Science we looked at the different stages of 
human life and in DT we started to draw the axles for our car and work out the details of our car designs. 

Year 3: Year 3 have had a fantastic week and have really enjoyed reading Bill’s New Frock in English. They 
have also been using their scientific enquiry skills to test out the strength of different magnets and write 
conclusions about this. Today, we have dressed up as what we want to be when we grow up and spoken 
about the different skills we will need in order to achieve our goals. It was lots of fun and really great to 
find out about the different aspirations each other have.  

Year 4: This week, Year 4 have shown great empathy for and understanding of refugees. Our book The Boy 
At The Back Of The Classroom has raised some important themes, such as belonging and identity, about 
which, the children have discussed and shared thoughts. In maths we have moved from perimeter to 
calculating the area of a shape. The children thoroughly enjoyed using paper tiles to measure the 
classroom as well as different objects around the classroom in meters and centimetres. In RE the children 
looked at different artefacts to do with the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Year 4 have melted our hearts with 
some beautiful singing of The Beatles classic Blackbird in music. However, the highlight this week has 
been PE lessons because we started dance to music and it was great to see just how engaged and happy 
they were!  

Year 5: This week, Year 5 have written their own versions of the tragic story of Daedalus And Icarus. There 
has been some beautiful writing across the year group and the children have worked hard to include lots 
of ambitious vocabulary. In our Dance lessons, we have been focusing on generating lots of creative 
shapes at different levels: standing and floor. The children loved performing their individual dances to one 
another and giving feedback.  

Year 6: This week, we have continued with our work on properties of shapes, looking at the angles in 
quadrilaterals and constructing 2D shapes based on a given criteria. We started our new class book 
'Fuzzy Mud' which the children have enjoyed so far and are looking forward to reading 
more in the next couple of weeks. In PHSE, we continued looking at the theme of self in 
which we looked at the recipe for a good relationship - thinking about what essential things 
are required within a group of friends. For DT, we began planning for the building of our 
bird houses, creating 2D, 3D and exploded diagrams of our design ideas. We are 
continuing with the rights of passage in RE and writing our rap lyrics in music. 
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Spelling Shed 

This week's spelling shed class league table: 

1st place- Owl Class 

2nd place - Raven Class 

3rd place - WoodpeckerClass 

This week's individual spelling shed league table: 

1st place - Angela - Owl 

2nd place - Thara, Owl 

3rd place - Arfa, Owl 

Maths Shed 

This week's Maths shed class league table: 

1st place - Raven Class 

2nd place - Owl Class 

3rd place - Heron Class 

This week's individual Maths shed league table: 

1st place - Dinushanth, Raven 

2nd place - Dithusha, Owl 

3rd place - Harry, Heron 

At Oasis Academy Ryelands we are driven by a 

powerful ethos that CAREs. It aspires to treat 

everyone inclusively and recognises the 

importance of a holistic approach to education.  

We have been giving out our celebration 

certificates in line with our school values. The 

children’s and staff certificates have been awarded 

for demonstrating our values, as seen below:  

Values 

C - Community. We care for our community and 

help others whenever we can. 

A - Aspiration. When you work hard and believe you 

can do anything you then have options. 

R - Resilience. We never stop trying even when it 

gets tough. 

E - Enjoyment. Developing a love of lifelong 

learning in our community. 

The Circle of Inclusion. (which surrounds the word 

CARE) - We believe we are one family: we play 

together and learn together and no one is left out. 

 

Stars of the Week 

Inclusion Arlo - Heron 

Community 

Maria - Goldfinch 

Beatriz - Woodpecker 

Nelly - Magpie 

Jayden - Eagle 

Aspiration 

Freya - Sparrow 

Sia - Chaffinch 

Lilly - Owl 

Kaysie - Raven 

Resilience 
Yusuf - Starling 

Allen - Hawk 

Enjoyment Anayah - Kingfisher 

 

Class Attendance This Week 

Robin 97.3% 96.1% Wren 

Sparrow 99.3% 97.4% Starling 

Chaffinch 99.3% 96.9% Goldfinch 

Kingfisher 99.3% 92.5% Woodpecker 

Magpie 99.6% 97.4% Owl 

Heron 93.6% 90.8% Raven 

Eagle 95.5% 96.2% Hawk 

School 

Weekly  
96.6% 93.7% 

School Year 

to Date: 
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Sunflowers 
We’ve had some great sunflower growth pictures in! Keep sending them and keep 

talking to your sunflower to encourage it to grow. 

Sign Up to our Keeping Children Safe Online Parent 
Webinar 

Keeping young people online has never been more important. With issues like inappropriate sharing/
viewing and increased screen time constantly in the spotlight, Oasis Academy Ryelands has invited 
leading online safety organisation Digital Awareness UK to deliver an online safety webinar to help our 
parents feel empowered to keep their child safe. 

 
We would therefore like to give you the opportunity to attend a Keeping Children Safe Online webinar on 
Wednesday 12th May at 7pm. Here, Digital Awareness UK will talk you through: 
 
1. Popular online apps and digital wellbeing trends 
2. Critical issues for you to be aware of 
3. What steps you can take to protect your children from online risk 
 
To hear more about the webinar, watch THIS SHORT VIDEO. 
 
You can sign up for the webinar HERE. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns about these workshops, please direct them to 
office@oasisryelands.org  

https://www.digitalawarenessuk.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w0rWXmuKIIY
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/oasis-academy-ryelands-keeping-children-safe-online-during-covid-19-registration-138576719699
mailto:office@oasisryelands.org


We still have spaces in the below clubs. If you would like to book your child in, please email Ms Ellis at 
Jessica.ellis@oasisryelands.org to arrange booking, or call the school office on 020 8656 4165.  

 

 

After School Enrichment Clubs 

Monday - Year 3: 

Multisports £27 
Dance £27 

Tuesday - Year 5: 

Multisports £30 
Dance £30 

Wednesday: 

Year 6 - Reaching Higher: Football FREE 
Year 6 - Reaching Higher: Media FREE 

  

Friday - Year 4: 

Irish Dancing £27 

Thursday - Year 2: 

Multisports £30 

Date Event 

Mon 3rd May Bank Holiday - School closed 

Thurs 6th May Raven Class Assembly 

Fri 21st May Class Photos 

Thurs 27th May Last day of term 

Fri 28th May INSET Day 

Mon 31st May - 

Friday 4th June 
Half Term break 

Mon 7th June  Return to school 
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Under 11s Girls’ Football 
Old Walcountians girls football u11 are currently looking for new players to join their team for the 21/22 
season. 

If there are any girls who are currently in year 5/6 next year 6/7 and like football and would like to come 
play competitively they are welcome to come along and see if they enjoy training with the potential of 
joining the squad. 

Training is 6-7 Thursday nights at old walcountians rugby football club – by the lavender fields in 
Carshalton. 

Please contact L Coster if you are interested  lcoster@oldpalaceschool.co.uk and I will pass on further 
details. 

mailto:lcoster@oldpalaceschool.co.uk











