
Newsletter 29 

14th May 2021 

A Message From Mr Lillo 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank you to everyone for continuing to be so careful and patient with the ongoing COVID safety measures 

we have in place at Oasis Academy Ryelands. The Government has announced some lifting of the 

restrictions from next week which will mean that we are all able to meet friends and family in larger groups 

and indoors. This is something we have all been very much looking forward to for a long time now and I am 

sure that everyone is starting to plan meetings as the weather brightens up.  

The guidance for schools means that we do still need to keep to staggered start times and are not yet able 

to meet indoors with groups of parents. This has been so difficult for parents and staff over the last 12 

months as it does make communications so much harder. We are starting to plan some end of term events 

and assemblies outside in the coming weeks so will let you know about how these will work as soon as we 

can. Please remember face coverings are expected to be worn on the school grounds. 

Although we are allowing people back onto the playgrounds in the mornings from next week, please do not 

use them as a cut through to the other gates. This is only one stage of our introduction to reducing 

restrictions. If you are dropping a Y1 child, please leave by the Y1 gate. If you are dropping a Reception or 

Y2 child, we ask that you leave by their gate and not walk through the playgrounds. Please do not allow 

your child to use the climbing equipment or trim trail in the mornings. 

Have a wonderful weekend and we look forward to seeing you next week. 

Glenn and the Ryelands Team 

We would like to wish all of our families a very Happy Eid this week. With all good wishes for the 

celebrations from everyone at Oasis Academy Ryelands. 

Eid Mubarak 

Clever Never Goes to give parents, teachers and other professionals an effective alternative to ‘stranger 

danger’ based on the simple message that children shouldn’t go with anyone unless it has been arranged 

beforehand. Rather than fearing the worst in everyone they don’t know, Clever Never Goes helps children 

to recognise specific situations that are unsafe and gives them the tools to respond. It’s designed to be 

positive, practical, playful and – above all else – to keep things in perspective. 

Clever Never Goes aims to keep children safe. But it’s also about building children’s abilities to engage 

with the outside and online worlds, and giving parents the confidence to let them. 

For more information about the background to Clever Never Goes visit their website at https://

clevernevergoes.org/   

“Stranger Danger” 
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This Week’s Adventures 
Nursery: The nursery children have had great fun learning all about fish. We looked at many different types 

of fish and the different types of water fish can be found in. We learnt the difference between rivers, 

ponds, fish tanks, lakes, aquariums and the sea. We looked at the many different shapes, sizes, colours 

and patterns of fish. We realised that some people keep fish as pets and that some of us eat fish. We learnt 

about trawlers and fishing rods and we discovered that some people fish as a sport. We described fish to 

our friends using new vocabulary and we made beautiful fish collages, matched fish patterns and caught 

and counted some fish of our own! 

Reception: In Reception this week, the children have had a fantastic week with the outdoor learning 
theme. The adults in both classes were very impressed with the children’s ability to construct and create 
using natural resources. On Friday, we celebrated Miss Campbell’s 30th Birthday with a Reception Mufti 
Day and class Party, the children had a fantastic time writing party invitations and taking part in a dance 
themed PE session. During PE, the children focused on movement and balance, working independently 
and in small groups.  

Year 1: Year 1 have had a fantastic week with lots of great activities. In English, we have been looking at 
family photos and children have been talking about their immediate and extended families. We have been 
designing our family tree and have been writing about our family’s heathy habits. In Maths, we have 
continued addition and subtraction within 100 and children had the opportunity to apply this knowledge in 
different contexts. In art, we have made beautiful floor art in our playground using the natural materials 
collected on the trip to the park. 

Year 2: This week, Year 2 began reading Jim and the Beanstalk in English and wrote character 
descriptions about the giant in the story. In maths, they continued their learning about measurement and 
focused on mass, learning about grams and kilograms and reading scales.  

Year 3: In Maths this week, we have been learning all about measuring mass and capacity. We had a great 
time predicting and comparing the weights of a number of objects. In addition to this we continued our 
learning about a very unhappy Bill and his pretty pink frock. We have had lots of interesting discussions 
from this about the different stereotypes surrounding girls and boys and how we disagree with these. We 
have also thought a lot about how this links to our ICARE values of inclusion and community and resilience.  

Year 4: Year 4 have developed their knowledge and understanding of refugees through dialogue and 
written activities in English. In maths, children have progressed from measuring objects to converting 
measurements. We also had our outdoor engineering lesson. On Tuesday afternoon we had so much fun 
having a measuring capacity race and making water mills.  

Year 5: This week, Year 5 have enjoyed exploring the themes in Skellig and making connections. In Maths, 
we have explored decimals and using mental strategies to add, subtract and multiply decimals. On 
Thursday, we had a very exciting visit from Oasis Academy Arena. The children made their own prints 
using tracing paper and ink in an Art session. In a French session, they learnt the French alphabet by 
performing a rap and playing lots of games.  

Year 6: Year 6 started the week focusing on team building activities and problem-solving challenges that 
encourage the children to work effectivity together. They identified ways to resolve conflict situations and 
strategies for whole group success. They have participated in orienteering tasks and completed VIPERS 
questions based on survival skills. In Maths, we are consolidating learning from the spring term looking at 
units of metric units of measure.  
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Outdoor Learning Week 
Reception: In Reception this week, the children have had a fantastic week with the theme of Enchanted 
woodland. The children had a great time linking their learning to some of our favourite stories Stickman 
and Super-worm. Both classes have been very creative, making magical potions, writing a list of 
ingredients, painting and decorating their potions. We have used playdough and sticks from outdoors to 
build and mould our very own stick men. The adults in both classes were very impressed with the 
children’s ability to construct and create using natural resources.   

Year 1: This week, Year 1 have had a great time doing lots of outdoor learning. The Science lesson took 
Year 1 on a plant hunt to the Country Park. We have been observing the changes in nature and collecting 
natural materials for our Art lesson. It has been so great to go on our first trip this school year and children 
enjoyed so much being out on a beautiful, sunny day. They could not stop talking about  the outing and of 
how much fun it has been. Some of the children described it as “the best school day ever”. The children 
have loved being out and about again and we have decided to repeat the experience in 2 weeks time. 
Furthermore, we have taken advantage of the great weather and taught other lessons outside. We read 
the book “Seasons come, seasons go. Tree” and we created the tree in the four different seasons. We 
have also had a dance workshop where children recreated elements of the seasons such as falling leaves 
and fast blowing wind. 

Year 2: Year 2 have had a fantastic week this week becoming ‘Outdoor Artists’. They enjoyed a fun-packed 
trip to the Country Park on Thursday afternoon where they made ‘tree people’ and created stick men, as 
well as noticing all of the tiny, perfect things in nature. On Friday, they were lucky enough to experience a 
dance workshop outdoors run by the talented Miss Mulvaney, and they got to spend the afternoon making 
art in the outdoors. The children have had a great week – and thank you to all the parents who helped out 
on Thursday! 

Year 3: In Year 3 this week we have loved having the opportunity to get outside and into nature. Our week 
began with a brilliant trip to South Norwood Country Park where we got to measure trees to find out how 
old they were, played a game to learn all about the effects of greenhouse gasses, and learnt to reuse and 
recycle materials into kites. We have been learning about insects and why they are so important in 
Science and designed our own bug hotels. We are really looking forward to making them and putting them 
outside to see if we have any special guests in there soon. We also learnt about different exciting places 
we can go outdoors and visit in the UK, so if you are stuck for ideas of places to go, then please ask us!  

Year 4: Year 4 started this week off with an adventure to the country park. Children got opportunities to 
investigate the ages of trees, learn all about biodegradable products and how we can recycle objects 
through games and discussions. Children made kites out of old magazines and pieces of string. It was so 
lovely to see our children running freely with their kites outdoors after the year we’ve had.  

Year 5: For Outdoor Learning Week, the Year 5 children enjoyed connecting with the outdoors. They 
developed their orienteering and direction skills to place objects in the correct position and then navigate 
between them.  

Year 6: Year 6 had a Bushcraft workshop, children learnt life skills such as building a shelter with natural 
materials; various fire lighting techniques. Each child had a hands on go of making sparks and a small 
flame with a fire steel. They celebrated their achievements by enjoying toasted marshmallows around a 
fire pit, 'It was great fun and I cannot wait until the weekend to try building a shelter at home' - Charles 
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As part of the environmental review of the school carried out by the Eco-Council, the council members all 
highlighted the issues in the local area related to littering. The children have really noticed this problem 
and want to help to clean up the local area. Here’s what some of the Eco-Council members have said 
about the littering: 

“Seeing litter on the floor makes me think about how beautiful forests are turning into landfill. It is ugly and 
it doesn’t look nice. I don’t think people should be so careless.” 

“It is not good for the environment and some animals might get sick.” 

“It is now normal for people to throw rubbish and it is really bad – it could hurt people or animals.” 

As a result, the Eco-Council will be running a ‘Don’t litter’ poster competition. The challenge is to design a 
poster to encourage people not to litter and to ensure that they know their rubbish must be put in the bin, 
as well as to encourage people to recycle, reduce and reuse. The Eco-Council will be judging the 
competition and the winning poster will appear around the school grounds as well as in local shops!  

Please complete your entry on A4 and make it as colourful as you can! The deadline for entries is 27th May. 

Eco Council Poster Competition 
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Wellbeing Tip 
When we’re going through a hard time and try to talk to someone about it, it can be very frustrating when 

we feel that we aren’t being listened to. Sometimes people offer a solution straight away or dismiss the 

issue like it’s no big deal. They might think they’re helping, but actually it makes us feel like our feelings 

aren’t important (and we might do it unintentionally to others too). All anyone wants is to have their 

feelings validated and this can happen through Active Listening:  

 Validate feelings – acknowledge their feelings without judgement, e.g. by saying: “That sounds really 

upsetting” (no matter your opinion on the matter)  

 Give full attention and eye contact, avoid distractions e.g. put your phone away  

 Be patient and comfortable to sit with their feelings – moments of silence don’t have to be filled  

 Just be there – we don’t have to fix the problem, just giving your time to listen is enough 

Following the popularity of the resource to help support the wellbeing of children, SSS Learning have 

produced a new 10 Top Tips Parent Resource. This resource is designed to offer practical advice on how 

parents can safeguard their mental health and promote their wellbeing. 

Please visit: https://ssscpd.co.uk/education/parentsandguardians/your-mental-health-10-tips-for-parents 

Top 10 Tips for Parents’ Mental Health 

Pupil Parliament are continuing to meet on a 
weekly basis. They are carrying work out with the 
students and adults in their bubbles about 
perception of behaviour in the school. Over the 
next week they will be speaking to the adults in 
their bubbles about the outcomes from the 
questionnaire completed and this will feed into an 
action plan.  

Pupil Parliament 

If you choose to drive along Sandown or Oakley 

Roads at pick up / drop off times, even if you have 

exemption from the council to do so during this time, 

please do not obstruct the roads when you park.  

Please find an appropriate parking space to leave 

your car in while you collect your children so that you 

are not causing an obstruction to other road users. 

Parking Outside School 

https://ssscpd.co.uk/education/parentsandguardians/your-mental-health-10-tips-for-parents/-/ZGSgLKxlZKOupzIhqTSfoJIhqTSfnTIuoUEb
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Spelling Shed 

This week's spelling shed class league table: 

1st place- Owl Class 

2nd place - Woodpecker Class 

3rd place - Raven Class 

This week's individual spelling shed league table: 

1st place - Angela, Owl 

2nd place -Arfa, Owl 

3rd place - Thara, Owl 

Maths Shed 

This week's Maths shed class league table: 

1st place - Owl Class 

2nd place - Raven Class 

3rd place - Eagle Class 

This week's individual Maths shed league table: 

1st place - Dinushanth, Raven 

2nd place - Dithusha, Owl 

3rd place - Kayla, Woodpecker 

At Oasis Academy Ryelands we are driven by a 

powerful ethos that CAREs. It aspires to treat 

everyone inclusively and recognises the 

importance of a holistic approach to education.  

We have been giving out our celebration 

certificates in line with our school values. The 

children’s and staff certificates have been awarded 

for demonstrating our values, as seen below:  

Values 

C - Community. We care for our community and 

help others whenever we can. 

A - Aspiration. When you work hard and believe you 

can do anything you then have options. 

R - Resilience. We never stop trying even when it 

gets tough. 

E - Enjoyment. Developing a love of lifelong 

learning in our community. 

The Circle of Inclusion. (which surrounds the word 

CARE) - We believe we are one family: we play 

together and learn together and no one is left out. 

 

Stars of the Week 

Community 

Liam - Eagle 

Ariella - Hawk 

Keegan - Goldfinch 

Georgia - Kingfisher 

Resilience 

Sophia - Raven 

Theo - Sparrow 

Jasmaine - Magpie 

Ramiah - Owl 

Enjoyment 

Drew - Heron 

Shae-Lynn - Starling 

Sia - Chaffinch 

Milena - Woodpecker 

 

Class Attendance This Week 

Robin 89.8% 93.9% Wren 

Sparrow 93.6% 89.6% Starling 

Chaffinch 94.6% 91.3% Goldfinch 

Kingfisher 95.3% 92.8% Woodpecker 

Magpie 96.1% 90.5% Owl 

Heron 87.8% 93.9% Raven 

Eagle 85.1% 85.9% Hawk 

School 

Weekly  

Total: 

91.4% 96.4% 
School Year 

to Date: 



Date Event 

Fri 21st May Class Photos 

Thurs 27th May 

Non-Uniform Day to raise money for Oasis 

Football For Life Charity - £1 per child 

Last day of term 

Fri 28th May INSET Day 

Mon 31st May - Half Term break 

Mon 7th June  Return to school 
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