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Staffing News 

I am writing this with a very heavy heart as we will be saying goodbye to three members of staff at the end 

of the summer term. 

Ms Glencross has been on maternity leave since she has had her baby and has moved to Wales. We were 

not expecting her to return but she has now officially resigned. We wish her all the best for the future. 

After much deliberating Ms Barry has also decided to return to Wales. Ms Barry has been with us two years 

in Year 4. She is going to be greatly missed. Our loss is Wales gain! We again wish Ms Barry all the best for 

the future. 

I feel emotional just writing this, but unfortunately, we are saying goodbye to Mrs French. Mrs French 

started at Ryelands Primary School as an NQT. After working a number of years at Ryelands Mrs French 

went to teach in Portugal. When she and her family returned to the UK, she came back to teach at 

Ryelands. Mrs French has worked her way up from a Newly Qualified teacher to the Deputy Principal 

during her time at Ryelands and she has taught classes from Nursery up to Year 6. Mrs French has had so 

much impact in many areas of the school, driving them forward and helping to ensure we are the great 

school we are. These areas include assessment, Early Years, equality, Health and Safety and mentoring 

new teachers to the profession.  

Mrs French is not going far… she is off to Oasis Academy Arena where she is going to be the Assistant 

Principal for Inclusion / SENCo. Mrs French wanted a new challenge, and I am sure she will get this in a 

secondary school. We are lucky though that we are still going to be seeing her for half a day a week from 

September as she is going to be teaching at Ryelands. More details will follow in the autumn term. We are 

all going to miss Mrs French tremendously.  

Today the children have spent the day with their new teachers. I would like to welcome Mrs Begum. She is 

going to be the class teacher in Owl class in Year 4. I would also like to welcome Miss Swinney as she is 

going to be the class teacher of Sparrow class in Year 1. Both these teachers know our school very well as 

they did their teacher training with us. They were so good we snapped them up! 

We also welcome Miss Horgan to the teaching team. For the last year Miss Horgan has been a teaching 

assistant in Reception. In September, Miss Horgan will be the class teacher in Kingfisher class in Year 3. 

I am also very pleased to announce that Miss Reed will be joining us from another local (non-Oasis) primary 

school where she is a very experienced Assistant Headteacher. I have absolutely no doubt that she will 

make a fantastic addition to our Ryelands teams. With a fresh pair of eyes I know that she going to support 

taking our school forward. 

Current Year 2 Pupils - 

School Meals 
A reminder that from September, when your child 

moves into Year 3, it will be necessary to pay for 

your child’s school meals. Of course, you may 

prefer to send your child with a packed lunch, but 

the Universal Free School Meals scheme is only 

available for pupils up until the end of Year 2. If you 

have any queries, please speak to Ms McCrea in the 

Academy Office. 

Reading Books 

We would be extremely grateful if you could check 

your bookshelves at 

home for any Oasis 

Academy Ryelands 

reading books.  

Please could you hand 

in any books to the 

Academy Office or your 

child’s class teacher. 



Class Names and Staffing for Academic Year 2021/2022 

Current Class 
Class September 2021 

Class Teacher 
Phase Leader 

Class September 2021 
Teaching Assistant(s) 

  
Nursery – Ducklings AM 

Mrs Sheehan  

Miss Groves 

Ms Ogbonnaya 

  
Nursery – Ducklings PM 

Mrs Sheehan  
Ms Ogbonnaya 

  
Reception – Robin 

Miss Groves Miss Le-Neveu 
Miss Jones 

Miss Etheridge   
Reception – Wren 

Miss Saftiou 

Reception 
Wren 

Year 1 – Sparrow 
Miss Campbell 

Mrs Cutter 

Mrs Jalaei 
Reception 

Robin 
Year 1 – Starling 

Miss Swinney 

Year 1 
Sparrow 

Year 2 – Chaffinch 
Miss Bell 

Mrs Turner 
Year 1 
Starling 

Year 2 – Goldfinch 
Mrs Cutter 

Year 2 
Chaffinch 

Year 3 – Woodpecker 
Miss Mulvaney 

Miss Johnston 

Miss Wallace 
Year 2 

Goldfinch 
Year 3 – Kingfisher 

Miss Horgan 

Year 3 
Woodpecker 

Year 4 – Owl 
Mrs Begum 

 Mrs White 
Year 3 

Kingfisher 
Year 4 – Magpie 
Miss Johnston 

Year 4 
Owl 

Year 5 – Heron 
Miss Hannon 

Mrs Francis 

Mrs Davis 
Year 4 
Magpie 

Year 5 – Raven 
Miss Cooke 

Year 5 
Heron 

Year 6 – Eagle 
Mr Morgan 

Miss Petch 
Year 5 
Raven 

Year 6 – Hawk 
Mrs Francis 

Butterfly 
Mrs Oram 

Mrs Brooks 

Miss Champion 

  

Dragonfly 
Mrs Child 
Mrs Petch 

Mrs Portsmouth 
  

EAL Mrs Brophy   



This Week’s Adventures 
Nursery: This week, the Nursery children have been thinking about Summertime. We thought about the 

changes in our natural world that occur in Summertime, e.g. the weather, plants, and animals. Then we 

thought about how we adapt the way we live, our activities, clothes and food etc. in Summer. Most of our 

week was taken up with practicing for Sports Day. We split into 3 teams and had a running race, a 

balancing a beanbag on the head race, a dressing up race, a pram slalom and a balance bike race, and for 

some of the time, some of the children managed to go in the right direction!! We all had a really fun time! 

Reception: This week, Reception have had a fantastic week learning all about healthy living. They have 

talked about what a healthy lifestyle needs, learning about healthy meals and exercise. This week, the 

children loved taking part in Sports Day, every child tried their hardest in every race and supported their 

team mates cheering them on. Today, the children spent the day in Year 1 with their new Year 1 teachers, 

the first step in their transition for September. The children enjoyed a range of activities to help get to 

know their new teacher and at lunch got the chance to play on the Year 1 playground.  

Year 1: This week, Year 1 have had their computing knowledge tested once again while using Purple Mash 
for their home learning. They have shown huge resilience and got stuck straight into their home learning 
from Monday afternoon. In English, we have created a spacecraft and begun writing a story about how it 
will save the universe. In maths, we have recapped lots of knowledge from Year 1 preparing us for Year 2, 
including money and reading and writing numbers to 100. We have also become chefs in our own kitchens 
and created a South African dish in DT called Chakalaka. 

Year 2: Year 2 have had a fantastic week enjoying both England’s victory at Wembley and their own 
victories preparing at their class’ Sports Day – they all displayed a lot of effort and sportsmanship on the 
day and had lots of fun at the same time! They have also written a newspaper report about Claude’s heroic 
efforts at his own sporting event, practiced their multiplication and division, evaluated their porridge 
creations from last week, learnt how to make a Mezuzah and created our own food chains in Science.  

Year 3: Year 3 have had yet another fantastic week and have been using their ICARE values in their run up 
to their Sports Day. Kingfisher had a great day on Tuesday for their Sports Day and made Miss Johnston 
and Miss Wallace very proud with how much they supported and encouraged one another. Woodpecker 
Class are really looking forward to completing their Sports Day next week after all of the practising that 
they have done. We really loved our Science lesson this week where we learnt about water transpiration. 
We used some food colouring and white flowers and were able to see how the water travelled up the stem, 
into the flower and changed the colour of the flowers. Today we really enjoyed having the opportunity to 
get to know a little bit more about Year 4 and finding out who are teachers will be next year.   

Year 4: This week, Year 4 have been enjoying creating their own poems about tigers focusing on including 
rhyme. As well as this, they have created their own Movie trailers using iMovie which is based around their 
poems . Magpie class showed great sportsmanship and teamwork this week during their Sports Day. On 
Meet the teacher day they showed tremendous maturity and have shown they are going to be ready for 
Year 5! 

Year 5: This week in Year 5, we have been catching up on our Headstart tests. The children have been 
amazing and have persevered throughout, demonstrating a very positive attitude. 
We have continued to practice for Sports Day and the children have been focusing on improving their 
athletic skills. They are ready to compete next week! 
In class, as well as completing our assessments, we have been getting to grips with our new iPads, using 
them to carry out research and for lots of quizzes. 

Year 6: Year 6 have been working extremely hard with their production rehearsals this week, as they come 
to the final sessions before the recording begins next week. We have also been concluding our work the 
book 'Room 13'. We will read the final parts of the book in the coming weeks. In Maths, we are preparing 
for the challenges of secondary maths by practising some problem solving and reasoning challenges. We 
have also completed the making and evaluation of our birdhouses, which the children are now free to 
bring home and use. Preparation for Sports Day are well on the way for next week, please ensure you child 
comes in PE kit on Wednesday (Eagle) and Thursday (Hawk). 
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Wellbeing Tip 

Now that the weather is improving and restrictions are easing, we can start to find ways to reconnect with 

nature. It was reported that going for walks was one of our top coping strategies during lockdown, and 

45% of people felt that being in green spaces was vital for their mental health.  

What can we do:  

 Use your senses - Take some time to reflect in natural surroundings using all of your senses. When 

you’re outside listen out for birdsong, look for butterflies, smell the grass, or notice the movement of 

the clouds.  

 Bring nature to you - Sometimes it’s hard to access natural places because of where you live. 

Bringing new plants in the house is a great way to have something natural to see, touch and smell. 

This can also be a fun learning activity to do with the whole family. 

 Combine Nature with Creativity - Try combining creativity with your natural environment e.g. taking 

part in creative activities outside, like dance, music, or art. You could also increase your sense of 

connection by taking photos, writing, drawing or painting pictures of the landscape, plants or 

animals. Try to notice how you feel after being in nature. If you feel a lift in your mood, maybe this is 

something you could try doing every day! 

End of Year Reports 

Your child’s End of Year Report is now available to view on the My Child At School app (MCAS). If you are 

having problems setting up your account, please email the office at office@oasisryelands.org and we will 

look into it for you. If you would like to request a second account for another parent, please also email the 

office with the details (child’s name and class, parent’s name and contact details including phone and 

email address) and we will sort this for you.  

An invitation code was sent out to all priority 1 parents / carers a couple of weeks ago and will have come 

from RYE - AcademyOffice. Please check your emails to get your invitation code and set up your account if 

you haven’t done so already. 
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Spelling Shed 

This week's spelling shed class league table: 

1st place– Kingfisher Class 

2nd place - Owl Class 

3rd place - Magpie Class 

This week's individual spelling shed league table: 

1st place - Dylan - Magpie 

2nd place - Arfa, Owl 

3rd place - Jack - Kingfisher 

Maths Shed 

This week's Maths shed class league table: 

1st place - Magpie Class 

2nd place - Owl Class 

3rd place - Hawk Class 

This week's individual Maths shed league table: 

1st place - Kayden, Magpie 

2nd place - Jayden, Magpie 

3rd place - Martin, Magpie 

At Oasis Academy Ryelands we are driven by a 

powerful ethos that CAREs. It aspires to treat 

everyone inclusively and recognises the 

importance of a holistic approach to education.  

We have been giving out our celebration 

certificates in line with our school values. The 

children’s and staff certificates have been awarded 

for demonstrating our values, as seen below:  

Values 

C - Community. We care for our community and 

help others whenever we can. 

A - Aspiration. When you work hard and believe you 

can do anything you then have options. 

R - Resilience. We never stop trying even when it 

gets tough. 

E - Enjoyment. Developing a love of lifelong 

learning in our community. 

The Circle of Inclusion. (which surrounds the word 

CARE) - We believe we are one family: we play 

together and learn together and no one is left out. 

 

Stars of the Week 

Inclusion Quincy - Kingfisher 

Community 
Noor - Eagle 

Jace - Chaffinch 

Aspiration 
Sirran - Magpie 

Dithusha - Owl 

Resilience 

Yusra - Raven 

Aiden - Heron 

Nabil - Hawk 

Kayla - Woodpecker 

Amelia - Goldfinch 

 

Class Attendance This Week 

Robin 96% 95.9% Wren 

Sparrow 93.1% 74.3% Starling 

Chaffinch 93.9% 90.6% Goldfinch 

Kingfisher 94.4% 95% Woodpecker 

Magpie 97.2% 87.2% Owl 

Heron 91.4% 100% Raven 

Eagle 97% 93.7% Hawk 

School 

Weekly  

Total: 

94% 96% 
School Year 

to Date: 



Dates For Your Diaries 
Date Event 

Mon 5th July 

New Reception Stay & Play 

Heron Sports Day - 9.30am-12pm 

Owl Sports Day - 1pm-3pm 

Tues 6th July 

Inclusion Drop In 

Raven Sports Day - 9.30am-12pm 

Starling Sports Day - 1pm-3pm 

Cake Sale Y5 & 6 

Weds 7th July 

Informal Parents’ Evening 

Eagle Sports Day - 9.30am-12pm 

Y1, 2 & 3 fastest boy and girl Sports Day - 1pm-3pm 

Cake Sale Y3 & 4 

Thurs 8th July 

Year 6 Production 

Hawk Sports Day - 9.30am-12pm 

Y4, 5 & 6 fastest boy and girl Sports Day - 1pm-3pm 

Cake Sale Y1 & 2 

Fri 9th July 
New Reception Stay & Play 

Cake Sale Reception 

Mon 12th - Fri 16th July Y5 Bike Training 

Fri 16th July Reception Graduation Ceremony 

Tues 20th July 
Thank You Assembly 

Year 6 Prom 

Thurs 22nd July Year 6 Leavers Lunch 

Fri 23rd July 

Year 6 Leavers Assembly 

Last Day of Term 1.30pm finish. All children must be 

collected by an adult. 



 

 
Hello to all friends of Ryelands. It has been such a tough time for us all in lots of different ways. We send our best 
wishes to you all and we hope that you and your families are safe and well. We particularly extend our support for 
those who have been unwell or tragically lost loved ones throughout this awful virus. 
 
Thanks to all of you for your help, input and support with all aspects of FOR. Sadly, we’ve missed so many events 
that have become such an important (and fun!) part of the school year. As things are starting to open up and we’re 
more able to meet up and do more of the things we all love doing, we are hoping that we can restart some more of 
the FOR activities. This is positive both for the enjoyment of the children and families but also for great fundraising 
opportunities to support the children and the school. 
 
We will be holding a FOR Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 6th July at 18:30. We would be delighted if you could 
join us. The meeting will be held virtually over Zoom. If you are able to attend please email: 
 

friendsofryelands@gmail.com 
 
and we will send you the joining details. Please do also send through any items you would like to discuss in the 
agenda.  If you are unable to attend but would like to propose a topic for discussion, please do email this through 
so it can be included. Minutes will be available on the school website. 
 
As has been done before, we will alternate between daytime and evening meetings to try and allow as many peo-
ple to attend as possible. 
 
So far the agenda includes: 
 

Current FOR members, recent changes and electing new committee members  
Accounts 
Signatories for the bank account 
Fund raising plans 
Upcoming events and planning for this year and next 
The Ryelands Allotment  
Any other business 

 
We do hope you can join us and look forward to seeing as many of you as possible. 
 

mailto:friendsofryelands@gmail.com







