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A Message From Miss Reed and Mr Lillo 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We’ve made it to the end of the first half term of this academic year and, as ever, it’s been a busy week! On 
Wednesday and Thursday, we had Lorna Brackstone, from the Oasis Monitoring and Evaluation Team, in 
school leading a review. She was very impressed with what she saw at Ryelands, speaking very highly of 
the children’s positive behaviour for learning and commenting on their good manners. We work so hard 
planning exciting and engaging lessons for the children, so it was encouraging for everyone to receive 
such positive feedback from Lorna.  

Today, children and staff were invited to wear red to school in support of ‘Show Racism The Red Card’. It 
was wonderful to see people’s support of Wear Red Day 22 with a sea of red in the church this morning at 
our Harvest Service. Thank you to everyone who came to the service and accompanied us walking to and 
from the church, it was great to see so many of you there. 

We hope that you all have a fantastic half term break and thank you for your continued support. 

Kate, Glenn and the Ryelands Team 

Makaton Words Of The Week 

Next week’s words will be: 

Autumn and Winter 
All the children are enjoying learning 
the new Makaton signs and joining in 
with the signing of our songs in Sing 
& Sign assembly. Please encourage 
your children to show you the signs 
they are learning, they are doing so well!  

Community Tea 

This afternoon, members of our 

community joined us for an 

Afternoon Tea with entertainment. 

The Tea was hosted by our Year 6 

Mini SLT, with the Early Years and 

Year 1 pupils performing. Thanks  

to your immense generosity, our guests and the 

Nightwatch Charity were able to receive plentiful 

harvest parcels. 

Harvest Festival 

This morning, we celebrated 

Harvest Festival at St Luke’s 

Church. Our pupils put on a 

fantastic performance. We were 

delighted to see so many members 

of our community coming together 

for this special event. Thank you to the parents and 

carers who helped us walk to and from the Church. 

Help Wanted! 

I’m sure that many of you have noticed the 
problem we have with litter and dog fouling 
on the streets surrounding the school. We 
would love the children to help to tackle this 
problem by designing colourful posters that 
we can display on the school fences to 
encourage people to pick up after their pets 
and dispose of their litter in bins. If your 
child would like to help us with this, please 
encourage them to 
create a poster on 
A4 paper and bring 
it in to the school 
office after the half 
term. We will select 
some posters to 
display on our 
fences in the hope 
that this will help to 
solve the problem. 
Thank you for your 
support with this. 

Guess The Weight of The 

Pumpkin 

Congratulations to Axl in Hawk and Silver 

in Eagle who won our Guess the Weight of 

the Pumpkin Competition. Axl guessed the 

exact weight and Silver came in at a very 

close second! They will get to take the 

giant pumpkin home with them today and 

also won some Halloween chocolates. Well done! 



This Week’s Adventures 
Nursery: We have been learning how bread and other bakery products are made. We learnt that wheat is 

harvested on a farm and then we explored the process that produces bread. We had a go at making 

currant buns to take home, that were just like the song with a cherry on the top! We also made our own jam 

sandwiches to eat in Nursery, and we thought about all the different ways we could cut them; square 

shaped quarters, triangular shaped quarters, and rectangle halves etc. We plaited bread and created 

other fancy breads with white playdough, and we used cutters to create different shaped bread ‘biscuits’. 

We had good fun buying products in our role-play bakers shop and we designed our own cakes to buy 

there. We also learnt and performed a lovely harvest song to sing at the Harvest Festival tea. 

Reception: This week’s topic was Feelings. The children listened to the story “The Colour Monster”, 

discussed how the monster was feeling throughout the story and learned how to group the feelings into 

the different colours. At the beginning of the week, we started a Colour Monster check in. The children 

were encouraged to express their feelings, explain why they were feeling that way and find a way to return 

to the “green”, relaxed state. In Write Away, they created their own feelings booklet, each day completing 

activities related to a different colour monster. The children experimented obtaining new colours from 

mixing primary colours. In Maths, they continued exploring the numbers 1, 2 and 3 through various 

interactive games and practical activities. 

Year 1: This week in English, we have been looking at a poem by Eloise Greenfield called “When I Close My 

Eyes”. We had a go at lots of rhyming activities and then wrote our own poems. We even made some of the 

lines rhyme! We have enjoyed learning about Black History Month and had a really fun Art lesson, creating 

our own art based on Alma Thomas, an African American artist who was also an art teacher for 36 years! 

We also learnt about black sportsmen and women from the past and present, which tied in with our fun 

mini Olympics PE lesson! We also learnt our Harvest Festival song all week and were so excited to perform 

it! 

Year 2: Year 2 have had such a busy and exciting week! In Maths, we have been becoming number bond 

detectives to help us when solving addition sentences with 3 numbers. In English, we’ve written our own 

poems about what we would do if we were in charge of the school. Tuesday was a really busy day, as we 

went on our first trip walking around our local area and spotting human and physical geography which we 

used to later compare our area to our partner country, India. We have been learning about important 

figures for Black History Month such as Martin Luther King and Rosa Parks and on Wednesday, we had 

delicious jerk chicken and jollof rice for lunch. We have also enjoyed working hard towards the Harvest 

Festival performance, which we hope you enjoyed! Now we’re looking forward to a well deserved rest! 

Year 3: In writing this week, Year 3 have been reflecting on their talents, character and creating amazing 

poems using all their wonderful language from throughout the week. In Maths, we continued our journey 

with adding and subtracting ones and tens from two and three-digit numbers using a number line, 100 

squares and base 10 equipment - Year 3 are moving their learning on through effective use of these maths 

resources and partner talk. Over the course of Heritage Week, Year 3 have learnt about the 'drive' and 

'commitment' of Lewis Hamilton; they have learnt about different styles of music and studied many other 

influential black figures in history. As it's the last week of this half term, fitness tests took place - many 

pupils beat all of their September scores - well done and keep being active! Enjoy the half term everyone! 

Year 4: This week, the children have written some beautiful poetry inspired by Beautifully Different, 

Wonderfully The Same by Joseph Coelho. In Maths, we have been practising our written subtraction skills. 

They did a fantastic job of learning and performing their Harvest song. We have also looked at Black 

History Heroes and the children worked in groups to create presentations on black people who inspire 

them.   
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New Reception Open Days 

We are holding the below Open Days for parents / carers of children who are applying for Reception 

places for September 2023. Please pass this information on to anyone who may be interested. 

 

 

 

To book a place on one of our Open Days, please email office@oasisryelands.org  

or call 020 8656 4165. 

Wednesday 2nd November 

13:30-14:30 

Friday 18th November 

09:30-10:30 

Thursday 10th November 

09:30-10:30 

Monday 12th December 

13:30-14:30 
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Year 5: Year 5 have really impressed us this week with the effort that they have been putting in to their 

learning. They have been writing poems in the style of Maya Angelou, focusing on challenging themes like 

racism and bullying, where they have had to be really mature in finding ways to express themselves. They 

have also finished our unit on addition and subtraction and have started interpreting bar graphs and 

pictograms. We have also been reflecting upon our learning for this half term and finding ways to display 

this creatively. Well done for a successful first half term in Year 5!  

Year 6: Year 6 began to look at the poem ‘Beautiful Ambition’ by Karl Nova. We listened to the poet 

perform it and thought about our dreams and the routes we take to achieve them. We looked at the shape 

and structure of the poem in preparation for writing our own version. In Maths, we looked at adding and 

subtracting integers and learnt the language we use to describe the different parts of addition and 

subtraction calculations. This week we had 2 visitors – one from local artist who helped us draw self-

portraits and one from the Hands on Science Company who helped us investigate more about the 

circulatory system. They showed us how to dissect a lamb’s heart safely so that we could identify the main 

structures. Finally, we helped Year 2 perform the play ‘The Enormous Turnip’ at the Harvest Festival.   

This Week’s Adventures continued... 

Attendance 
Over a school year, we are due to be open for 190 days which equates to 380 sessions with registration in 

the morning at 09:00 and after lunch in the afternoon. Attendance is affected if a pupil is not present at 

school for any whole session including registration. 

Attendance Target: 96.4% Attendance This Week: 93.5% Attendance This Year: 95.3% 

Registers are taken at 09:00. It is important that the children are at school on time and in the line at 8:50 

every day to prevent disruption and upset to their day and for the rest of their class. 

Pupils Late This Week: 53 pupils 
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Dates for your Diary 
Date Event 

Mon 24th - Fri 28th Oct Half Term 

Mon 31st Oct All children return to school 

Tues 1st Nov Eagle Class Parents’ Evening - 15:40-18:00 

Weds 2nd Nov Parents’ Evening 15:40-18:00 (15:40-19:00 for Eagle Class) 

Thurs 3rd Nov 

Flu vaccinations 

Hawk Class Assembly 9:00 

Year 4 Diwali Dance Workshop 

Parents’ Evening (all except Eagle Class) 15:40-19:00  

Mon 7th Nov 
Year 6 height and weight checks 

Friends of Ryelands (FOR) AGM - 17:00 in the Main Hall 

Tues 8th Nov 
English Morning for parents: Phonics, Reading and Writing - 

9:00 

Weds 9th Nov Owl Display - EYFS 

Thurs 10th Nov Owl Class Assembly 9:00 

Tues 15th Nov Parents Meeting: SEND - Dyslexia Focus - 14:30 

Thurs 17th Nov Magpie Class Assembly 9:00 

Mon 21st Nov Individual photos 

Thurs 24th Nov Maths Morning for parents - 9:00 

Thurs 1st Dec Kingfisher Class Assembly 9:00 

Fri 2nd Dec Parents Meeting: Staying Safe Online - 14:45 

Tues 6th Dec EYFS & Y1 Christmas Production 

Weds 7th Dec EYFS & Y1 Christmas Production 

Thurs 8th Dec 
Christmas Carol Concert rehearsal AM 

Woodpecker Class Assembly 9:00 

Fri 9th Dec 
Christmas Carol Concert PM 

Christmas Jumper Day 

Weds 14th Dec Carol singing at Whitgift Centre 

Fri 16th Dec Last Day of term 












