
Dear Parents and Carers, 

The Summer Term has started with the return of some sunshine (at last) and the children have all been 
busy getting back to their learning this week. We hope that you all had a good break and enjoyed the 2-
week holiday, spending quality time with family and friends. 

This week we had a visit from another of Oasis’ Regional Directors who thoroughly enjoyed looking round 
the school and commented on how impressed she was with the teaching and learning she saw in the 
classrooms. We are working hard, as a school, to promote and celebrate positive behaviour both in the 
classrooms and on the playgrounds. The children are responding well to receiving positive behaviour 
points and we are looking into how best to reward the classes who collaborate well to achieve the most 
points. 

 

Tomorrow, April 22nd, is Earth Day. This is an annual event held to demonstrate 
support for environmental protection. The theme for 2023 is ‘Invest In Our Planet’. 
You may want to visit the Earth Day website (https://www.earthday.org) to find out 
more about this event and how you and your family can support it. 

 

Finally, many of our Ryelands’ families are celebrating Eid this weekend, so 
we would like to say Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating. 

Enjoy the weekend, 

Kate, Glenn and the Ryelands Team 

Newsletter 27 

 21st April 2023 
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Enrichment Clubs start Monday 24th April , please remember to remind your child and 

ensure they have everything they need; snacks, water bottle and their P.E. kit if required. 

https://www.earthday.org


Nursery: This week in Nursery, we have been learning all about plants. We know the names of the different 

parts of plants and what they do.  We know what a plant needs in order to grow and we planted our own 

cress seeds and looked after them. We observed the changes in our seeds as they sprouted, and we can’t 

wait to eat them! We discovered that plants have different purposes, some are grown to be eaten, some help 

the ecosystem, and some are even poisonous! We also thought about how plants make us feel happy and 

relaxed when we see them at the park or in gardens. 

Reception:  Reception children have had a great week back in school after the holiday. This week’s topic has 
been “Growing - Planting a seed”. The children have learnt about what plants need to grow and they planted 
pots of cress. They will now be looking after these and will be watching the cress growing. The children have 
enjoyed lots of creative activities around the topic, such as painting still life pictures or recreating their own 
plants using various materials. Our writing was based on the story “Jack and the Beanstalk” and the children 
wrote beautiful sentences describing the characters in the story. The children continue to impress the adults 
with their well-constructed sentences and the amazing writing skills.  

Year 1:  This week we have enjoyed exploring the book “On Sudden Hill”. We have described the characters 
and some of the things that they like to do together and on Friday, used art to express how characters were 
feeling by painting some rainy watercolour pictures. In maths, we have been focusing on counting in 2s, 5s 
and 10s and will move on to applying this skill to arrays. In science, we have started our topic on plants and 
have labelled a plant thinking about the main features.  

Year 2: What a fantastic week back after Easter break! The children have come back to school with a great 
attitude to learning and have been working really hard. In maths this week ,we have been finding fractions of 
shapes and of numbers. We have been focusing on finding halves, quarters and thirds. We used our prior 
knowledge of sharing to help us find fractions of whole numbers, for example to find ¼ of 16 we draw 4 
circles, then share out 16 equally and count how many are in each part. We've started reading a new text this 
term called 'Emmanuel's Dream: the true story of Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah' by Laurie Ann Thompson. It is an 
inspiring tale about a young boy who is born with a disability and how he overcomes this to become a 
fantastic cyclist. This week the children focused on the characters in the story and wrote some fantastic 
character descriptions. We are continuing to learn about Judaism in Summer term, focusing on the Jewish 
place of worship, the Synagogue.  In science, we are starting to learn about plants and will be planting some 
seeds so we can observe how they grow and change over the next few months. Please remember to read 
with your child every day and fill in your reading record.  

Year 3: What a great book to start the new Summer Term – ‘Into the Forest’ by Anthony Browne. The pupils 
have been writing some wonderfully creative sentences and using such great vocabulary.  In maths, Year 3 
continue with their journey into learning about fractions and each day, they show use their new skills – well 
done Year 3!  In history, we are learning about why we have the Paralympic Games; about equality and 
equity, which has created some great discussions and questions. While in geography, we have been using 
an atlas to find the countries that have hosted the Olympic and Paralympic games.  Lastly, in art, Year 3 
created ‘nature’ inspired sculpture using moulding wire and plasticine and learning about malleable 
materials. 

Year 4: In Year 4 this week we have learnt about dividing by 10 and 100 and learnt about decimal places in 
maths.  In English, we have written a letter based on the Iron Man text. In Geography and History we have 
learnt about Civil Right Movements and where they happened in North America. Well done Year 4 for working 
so hard and engaging in your learning this week.  

Year 5:  Year 5 have been working hard throughout their first week back. Raven Class have been 
enthusiastic about their swimming lessons! Heron Class have shown a huge about of interest in our topic for 
this term and learning about the Suffragettes. In English, the children have independently written a diary 
entry from the point of view of Mina, which was quite challenging. They have also been learning to convert 
between fractions, decimals and percentages in maths. Well done Year 5 for a great first week back!  

 Year 6:  In Year 6, we have been completing non-chronological report about a mythical creature of their 
choice. They included information on their appearance, habitat and diet. In maths, we have been learning 
about percentages including equivalent fractions, decimals and percentages.  We have also been learning 
about measurements including reading scales, time and converting between different units. In grammar, we 
focused on the different types of clause, including subordinate, main and relative. Reading this week has 
focused on mixed comprehension as we now practise applying all our different skills to a given text. We 
particularly focused on inference and using evidence from the text to support our ideas.  
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This term in Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3, the main topic is the time expression in Mandarin, combining with the 

numbers we learnt last term. 

This week in Year 1, we reviewed number 1-10 in mandarin. The children tried to do the mandarin writing on 

whiteboards independently and they did a brilliant job.  

 

Year 2 students learned how to say the year and the month in Mandarin using the number they learnt last term.  
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Year 3 students successfully learnt how to say and write seven weekdays from Monday to Sunday in 

Mandarin. 

In Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6, the topic of the week is Five Elements.  The students learnt the culture 

behind the five elements and did the character writing perfectly. The teaching contents are slightly 

different from different year group. 
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Stars of the Week 
Each week, a child in each class is chosen for portraying one of the Oasis 9 Habits. 

 

 

 

Spelling 

Shed 
Class Child 

1st Raven Riley. A 

2nd Goldfinch Eldrich 

3rd Heron Johnny 

Maths 

Shed  
Class Child 

1st Raven Riley . A 

2nd  Heron Summer 

3rd Starling Eldrich 

Robin Dean - Patience 

Wren Peppa - Joyful 

Sparrow Aoibhin - Joyful 

Starling Rufus - Self Controlled 

Chaffinch Matteo - Hopeful 

Goldfinch Leo - Hopeful 

Kingfisher Batouly - Joyful 

Woodpecker Miguel - Self Controlled 

Magpie Amari - Self Controlled 

Owl Rafay - Joyful 

Heron Lucy - Self Control 

Raven Eldrich -Considerate 

Eagle Sakina - Hopeful 

Hawk Lilly - Patience 

   

Children’s 

Choice 

Evie in Raven Chose Alice 

for Considerate 

Alesia in Raven Chose Evie 

for Considerate 

Makaton Words Of The Week 
Next week’s words will be:  

 WHO? and WHY? 
All the children are enjoying learning the new Makaton signs and joining in with the signing  
of our songs in Sing & Sign assembly. Please encourage your children to show you the  
signs they are learning, they are doing so well!  

Over a school year, we are due to be open for 190 days which equates to 380 sessions with registration in the 

morning at 09:00 and after lunch in the afternoon. Attendance is affected if a pupil is not present at school for 

any whole session including registration. 

Attendance Target: 96.4% Attendance This Week: 92.6% Attendance This Year: 93.0% 

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE AWARDS -  ATTENDANCE PENGUIN GOES TO STARLING CLASS 

ATTENDANCE CUP GOES TO KINGFISHER CLASS 

Registers are taken at 09:00. It is important that the children are at school on time and in the line at 8:50 every 

day to prevent disruption and upset to their day and for the rest of their class. 



Dates for your Diary 

Date Event 

Mon 24th April Enrichment Clubs Start 

Thurs 27th April 
NEU Teachers’ Strike 

School Open to Nursery and Years 1, 4, 6  

Mon 1st May Bank Holiday 

Tue 2nd May 
NEU Teachers’ Strike 

School Open to Nursery and Years 1, 4, 6  

Wed 3rd May  
Bikeabilty Course—Year 3 and 4 

Y3 Kingfisher Class Assembly 

Thurs 4th May  

Y1 Starling Class Assembly 

Y2 RE Jewish Musuem Enrichment workshop 

in school ‘Totally Torah’ 

Mon 8th May Bank Holiday 

Tues 9th - Fri 12th May Year 6 SATS 

Thurs 18th May  Class Photos 

Thurs 25th May  Y3 Woodpecker Class Assembly 

Fri 26th May  Last Day of  Half  Term 





We have a jam-packed programme for you at CYTO that is affordable, 
fun and fantastic! 

 

Mondays 

CREW (12-19yrs) Production and Technical Theatre at 6-8pm 

Tuesdays 

VOX ONE (6-11yrs) Choir and Song-writing at 4-5.10pm 

VOX TWO (12-19yrs) Choir and Song-writing at 5.15-7pm 

Fridays 

ACT ONE (6-8yrs) Drama and Acting at 3.45-5.pm 

ACT TWO (9-11yrs⁠) Drama and Acting at 5.05-6.30pm 

ACT THREE (12-14yrs) Drama and Acting at 6.45-8.15pm 

Saturdays 

ACT UP! (15-19yrs) Drama and Acting at 4-5.30pm 

EXCEL (15-19yrs) Creative Producing and Event Planning at 6-7.30pm 

We're particularly excited about our new Excel programme which will see 15-19yrs be given a £500 
budget to produce an event of their choosing.  

As ever, CYTO is committed to making participation as affordable as possible. Membership costs only 
£60.00 for the term, which allows young people access to any of the programmes that are age appro-

priate for them. In addition, discounted, bursary places and trial sessions are available.  

We're at: CYTO, Oakley Road, South Norwood, SE25 4XG 

 

 

TO SIGN UP OR BOOK A TRIAL SESSION PLEASE VISIT -  

 
https://www.cyto.org.uk/cyto-sessions-sign-up  

https://www.cyto.org.uk/cyto-sessions-sign-up











