
Dear Parents and Carers,  

The cold weather really feels like it has set in todayéé.it was very chilly outside on lunch duty;    
I had to race the children again to try to keep warm! Next week is forecast to be very cold so 
please ensure that the children come to school with coats, hats, gloves and scarves to help to 
keep them warm at playtimes.  

As we get closer to Christmas, the preparations for the performances in church and the Nativity 
in school will get underway, please look out for any correspondence from the class teachers 
regarding any costumes, props or instruments that are needed. We hope that many of you will be 
able to join us at St. Lukeõs for our Christmas service and performance on Tuesday 19th 
December, if last yearõs is anything to go by you will be in for a festive treat! 

I have received a number of emails and also questions on the gate regarding school dinners 
recently. The company that cook and serve the food, Sodexo, have had a number of staff 
changes in the last few months and are also trialling a new menu. I have met with their manager 
this week and given them some feedback, as a result they are already altering the menu in 
response to the childrenõs likes and dislikes. Hopefully, any issues will be ironed out quickly. 
Thank you all for your continued support. I hope that you all have a great weekend.  
Kate, Glenn and the Ryelands Team  
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A Message From Miss Reed and Mr Lillo  

We are hiring a new Teaching Assistant!  

Are you passionate about supporting pupils to 
achieve their personal best?  

Do you strive to empower your pupils to become 
confident, curious, and compassionate learners?  

Do you want to work in an environment where you 
help children with  their educational and social de-

velopment by supporting the class teachers?  

If you answered yes, we need you!  

To apply, please go to https://www.oclcareers.org/
employer/oasis -academy -ryelands   

Please spread the word too!  

https://www.oclcareers.org/employer/oasis-academy-ryelands
https://www.oclcareers.org/employer/oasis-academy-ryelands
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hǤ NŷŔƪᴊȈ +ŉŬŋůŴřħǟ =ħŋǛ 

Saturday 2 December  

10am to 3pm  

Our Hall on Spring Lane  

Over 20 stalls, donkey visit, fire engine 
visit, Christmas wreath making, and grand 

raffle.  

We have some excellent raffle prizes, 
including an authenticated signed Arsenal 

football, 4 tickets to Westminster Abbey 
(worth £120), £100 cash, a pair of Apple 

EarPods, cinema tickets and vouchers for 
local businesses. Fundraising for the 
South Norwood Community Kitchen.   

 

 

hǤ NŷŔƪᴊȈ SħŴŋƈŋŴǹ bŕħǹ 
As part of our 10am service we will be hav-
ing a Nativity Play on Sunday 17 December 

2023at St Luke's.  

Please fill this in if your children would like 
to take part!  

https://forms.gle/PiCVVbUMZyWXG5nv7  

.
  

 

 

https://forms.gle/PiCVVbUMZyWXG5nv7


Attendance  

Over a school year, we are open for 190 days which equates to 380 sessions. 

This includes  Soft Starts from 8.40am, registration in the morning and again 

after lunch in the afternoon. Attendance is affected if  a pupil is not present 

at school for any whole session including registration.   

Attendance Target: 97.0% Attendance This Week: 94.19%   

Attendance This Year: 96.8% 

 

Weekly Attendance Awards  

Y5 HERON Attendance Cup  98.21%  

Y2 CHAFFINCH - Penguin 96.67%  

Pupils Late This Week: 33 pupils  
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This initiative is part of our Friday Celebration Assembly. 

Every child who has had 100% attendance for the previous 

5 days (Fri -Thurs) has their name entered into a prize draw. 

We spin the wheel (a child is chosen to do so) and whoever 

the wheel lands on, wins a £5 Amazon voucher. This is NOT 

cumulative so every week children have a fresh chance at 

having their names added to the draw.  

èŗůůĭƣ ŀŹƣ ƸŔŗƨ ǔĭĭš ŗƨĞ  

ÅFæF{ Ĺìĭúƣ ņ ¤èq 



This Weekõs Adventures 

Nursery:  Following on from learning about nocturnal animals last week, this week Nursery have been learning 
about the concept of opposites. We had good fun guessing the opposites of things. We drew daytime/night time 
nature and activity pictures, played with polar and jungle animals, explored light and dark with torches, 
weighed heavy and light objects and looked at rough/smooth and shiny/dull artefacts and tall and short 
animals, buildings, people etc. When we realised that the opposite of opposite must be ôsameõ  we decided to 
print and fold butterfly pictures so that each wing decoration was the same, and we realised that the nocturnal 
moths we learnt about last week are the opposite of our beautiful butterflies!  

Reception : In Reception this weekõs topic was Celebrations Around the World . The children have been learning 
about special celebrations such as Christmas, Hannukah and Kwanza. The children have been listening to the 
Nativity Story, learnt how Christmas is celebrated in different parts of the world, why Hannukah is special to 
Jews and how Kwanza is celebrated in African culture. They enjoyed various activities around this topic within 
the provision. In Write Away they watched the movie ôRoom on the Broomõ and each day wrote a sentence 
about a part in the story. The children impressed us with their beautiful letter formation. In Maths, we continued 
learning numbers to 5 and we looked at numbersõ composition and partitioning number 5. 

Year 1 : This week in maths we have been focusing on subtraction and have started to learn some different 
strategies to subtract numbers. In art, we painted our own pointillism landscape in the style of George Seurat. 
In science, we learnt about herbivores, omnivores and carnivores and sorted animals into groups depending 
on what they eat.  

Year 2 : This week, Year 2 have been working hard beyond our assessments. We have become energy warriors 
in science, put our historian hats on to ask questions about Crystal Palaceõs past, and have continued learning 
about the continents and climates of the world. In maths we are continuing our learning about 2D and 3D 
shapes whilst in English we have started a new book, ôMeerkat Mailõ by Emily Gravett! We are first focusing on 
making predictions about the story - who is this meerkat and why are they sending mail? Please make sure 
iPads are being charged and brought into school every day. Reminder ð our class assemblies are Thursday 30 th 
November (Goldfinch) and Thursday 14 th December (Chaffinch). We are looking forward to seeing you all there!  

Year 3: This week, Year 3 have been working extra hard in completing assessments in English, Maths and 
Reading. We have been impressed with their patience and self -control throughout their testing. In Maths, Year 
3 have been recapping on maths operations, problem solving questions and times tables to help them get ready 
for their maths tests. In English, we have been revising grammar, punctuation and spelling, children have 
enjoyed practising expanded nouns phrases, sharing sentences that display adjectives, conjunctions, and 
preposition. For reading lessons children have been applying their VIPERs skills to help build their 
understanding and comprehension of texts. In preparation for the festive season Year 3 have made a start on 
decorations for their classrooms and Christmas hoops. In Music, the glockenspiel practise continues, children 
have had great fun practising new notes and following a piece of music. Well done Year 3 for all the hard work 
you have been doing this week!  

Year 4:  Year 4 have had another busy week. They tackled our Autumn progress quizzes with enthusiasm and 

determination. In English, we looked at using pronouns across sentences to avoid repetition. In Maths, we have 
continued our work on multiplication and division exploring what changes and stays the same when we times 
and divide by 1 and 0. In Science, we learned about how particles move and change in the Water Cycle, and in 
Geography we studied the pros and cons of living in a volcanic region. PSHE has seen us continue our work on 
British Values and we practised balancing in PE before finishing the week with Chess.  
Year 5:  Assessment week has flown by ð all our Year 5 pupils have focused and worked hard to apply their 
understanding and knowledge ð well done Heron and Raven!   In PE, tennis skills have moved onto learning to 
serve.  Everyone tried hard to learn both underarm and over arm serving so next week, we hope to be able to 
hold ôminiõ matches.  In our writing lessons, we planned and started to write our own version of ôThe Lost Happy 
Endingõ, including great vocabulary, setting and character descriptions.  In science and coding lessons ð all 
has been going well ð Year 5 pupils are leading the way with their knowledge!   Whilst in music, we are sounding 
better by the day ð keep up the great work Year 5! Lastly, maths has been challenging but rewarding; adding, 
changing denominators, subtracting, and changing mixed numbers to improper fractions has been hard work 
but everyone is progressing well.  

Year 6 : This week, we have been finishing our narrative based on 'The Arrival'. We explored the impact of 
pathetic fallacy, personification and onomatopoeia and applied them to enhance our writing. In maths, we have 
been practising long multiplication and short division. We applied our skills to solve reasoning questions. In 
history, we looked at what life in factories was like for children and compared this to the factory owners and the 
plantation workers. In art, we have been using tache brushstrokes to create reflections in water. We have also 
started to look at the work of Andre Derain, a French artist, known for Fauvism.   
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Stars of  the Week   
 

 

Each week, a child in each class is 

chosen for portraying one of  the Oasis 9 

Habits.  
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Spelling 

Shed  
Class  Child  

1st  KINGFISHER  
JUDE 

(KINGFISHER)  

2nd  GOLDFINCH  
RASSIAH  

(GOLDFINCH)  

3rd  EAGLE 
AMELIA   

(HAWK)  

Robin  Ottilie - Joyful  

Wren  Jack - Joyful  

Sparrow  Mark - Compassionate  

Starling  Kacharell - Honest  

Chaffinch  Jonny - Humble  

Goldfinch  Rassiah - Considerate  

Kingfisher  TJ  - Hopeful  

Woodpecker  Hannah - Hopeful  

Magpie  Etta - Hopeful  

Owl  Hamedul - Hopeful  

Heron  Joshua - Joyful  

Raven  Amari - Compassionate  

Eagle  Nikola - Humble  

Hawk  Lucy - Hopeful  

Childrenõs 

Choice  

Albert chose Brielle for being 

Joyful  

Ruby chose Khanak for being 

Compassionate  

Zedekiah was awarded a 

special Habit badge by Miss 

Sarah for being so 

compassionate at Breakfast 

Club  

Maths Shed  Class  Child  

1st  RAVEN JACK (RAVEN)  

2nd  EAGLE 
JOSIAH 

(RAVEN)  

3rd  RAVEN 
ANABIA 

(EAGLE)  

SUMDOG  Class  

MOST CORRECT 

ANSWERS 
CRISTIAN (HERON)  

1st  RAVEN 

2nd  WOODPECKER 

3rd  SPARROW 
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Date  Event  

Thurs 30th November  9.05am Y2 Goldfinch Class Assembly  

Fri 1st December  14.45pm Parents Meeting Staying Safe Online  

Tues 5th December  
Y1 Croydon Central Library For the Jolly Christmas Postman 

Performance  

Thurs 7th December  

9.05am Y1 Sparrow Class Assembly  

1.30pm Y1 & Y2 Shooting Stars Entertainment ñRobin Hood  

Pantomime  

£1 Wear a Christmas Jumper Day  

3.30pmñ5.30pm FoR Christmas Fair  

Tues 12th December  
EYFS and Y1 Christmas Production  

Y6 Christmas Singing at Woodside Baptist Church Hall  

Wed 13th December  
EYFS and Y1 Christmas Production  

Y6 Trip to South Norwood Park  

Thurs 14th December  

9.05am Y2 Chaffinch Class Assembly  

1.30pm Carol Concert at St Lukeõs Church 

Y5 London Sight Seeing Trip  

Fri 15th December  16.45 Nursery Story by Candlelight  

Tues 19th December  
9.30am Carol Concert at St Lukeõs Church 

13.45pm Nursery - Visit from the Christmas Elf  

Wed 20th December  Christmas Lunch  

Thurs 21st December  LAST DAY OF TERM 

Dates for your Diary  



We would like to say thank you to all those children who come into school 
earlier for Soft Starts; people reported that this made a very calm start to 
the day. The children in Years 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 continue to be invited and en-
couraged to come into school from 8:40am on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednes-
days and Thursdays. The aim of  this slightly earlier start is to enable a slow 
and gentle start to the school day. The children will be welcomed into their 
classroom by their teacher and encouraged to complete low stakes, calming 
activities, possibly to some gentle music. This may involve looking at a book 
alone or with a friend, mindful colouring, free drawing, playing a calm game 
etc. During this time, the teachers will be able to chat with the children, see 
that everyone is ok and give attention to those that may need it. We are aim-
ing to use this time to help develop the childrenõs emotional wellbeing. We 
would like as many children as possible to participate in these ôSoft Startsõ 
so that we can explore the benefits for the children. Thank you in advance 
for your support.  

ÅŹŀƸ ÅƸúƣƸƨĞ yŹůģúǖ ĺ ÍŔǈƣƨģúǖ  

ŀƣŹŪ ĳĞņǞúŪ ŀŹƣ ìĭúƣƨ ƃ-Ʋ 








