
Dear Parents and Carers,  

After a fantastically busy week jam -packed with singing, smiles and laughter, we have finally arrived at the 
Christmas break. Itõs always great fun this time of year with Christmas art (LOTS of glitter!) and Slade/
Mariah/Shaky or Wham blasting through the corridors. In fact, when weõre back in January the classrooms 
and corridors  will be back to normal ...until next year when it starts up all over again!  

It was lovely to see so many people join us at St. Lukesõ on Tuesday  for our Christmas Carol Concert and a 
big thank you to everyone who walked down to the church with us. Itõs an impressive sight when we are on 
the move as a whole school but we couldnõt dream of doing it without your support. Looking up Portland 
Road and seeing all our children walking so sensibly and calmly always makes me proud  and we are so 
lucky that you all support us with these community events.  

Itõs been party-party -party this week with all kinds of fun times , activities and events happening. In fact, 
between Christmas jumpers, Santa hats , baubles and tinsel...itõs been an extremely colourful week. The 
children joined in too, which was niceé 

As with the end of every half term, the children have been set homework tasks to complete. Whilst the i -
pads are a wonderful learning resource and homework is important to support understanding, itõs so 
important to have a balance ñespecially at holiday time.  A long walk, completing some art and craft or 
creating something truly Bake Off worthy are also wonderful uses of your time  - and will make your 
teachers smile with your initiative. Donõt be dissuaded from thinking outside the box! 

Many thanks for your continued support and have a truly happy Christmas holiday break.  

 

Kate, Glenn and the Ryelands Team  
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Blue Monday is soon after the festive season on 
Monday 15th January. To get rid of our January 
blues, Friends Of Ryelands (FOR) will be having a 
fun run in South Norwood country park on Sun-
day 14th of January.   

Buy your tickets here and support our wellbeing 
fund whilst getting rid of your January woes.   

We hope to have the kiosk open for hot drinks 
and you can buy add -ons at the event too, blue 
hats for example.  

Please see our link and share with friends and 
family   

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/blues -run -tickets -

780397629317?aff=oddtdtcreator   
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Attendance  

Over a school year, we are open for 190 days which equates to 380 sessions. 

This includes  Soft Starts from 8.40am, registration in the morning and again 

after lunch in the afternoon. Attendance is affected if  a pupil is not present 

at school for any whole session including registration.   

Attendance Target: 97.0% Attendance This Week: 94.88%   

Attendance This Year: 95.85%  

 

Weekly Attendance Awards  

HERON Attendance Cup  99.11%  

WREN - Penguin 100.00% (MUFTI DAY MONDAY 8TH JAN 24)  

Pupils Late This Week: 19 pupils  
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This initiative is part of our Friday Celebration Assembly. 

Every child who has had 100% attendance for the previous 

5 days (Fri -Thurs) has their name entered into a prize draw. 

We spin the wheel (a child is chosen to do so) and whoever 

the wheel lands on, wins a £5 Amazon voucher. This is NOT 

cumulative so every week children have a fresh chance at 

having their names added to the draw.  

èŗůůĭƣ ŀŹƣ ƸŔŗƨ ǔĭĭš ŗƨĞ  
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100% ATTENDANCE 

AWARD 

VUE GIFT CARD £25  

Lilly - Hawk Class  

Zedekiah - Starling 

Class  
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  This Weekõs Adventures 

Nursery:  Nursery have had a very exciting week. Last Fridayõs Christmas stories by candlelight was very 
exciting and twinkly and we had a fantastic turnout for it. On Tuesday,  there was more excitement as Fred the 
Elf and Smelly the Reindeer came to visit. It was brilliant fun because Fred was very silly indeed and his show 
was extremely funny! Then on Wednesday we had a morning and afternoon party with party games, nibbly food 
and dancing. We spent the rest of the week finishing off our Christmas crafts, dressing up as Santaõs little 
helpers, wrapping presents for Santaõs sleigh, making Christmassy necklaces and hats and singing Christmas 
songs. We are very excited for the Christmas holidays and wish you all a very Merry Christmas!  

Reception :  In Reception this week, our topic and learning has been based around the topic of Christmas. The 
children loved the vast amount of creative activities, making Christmas tree decorations, 2024 calendars and 
Christmas cards. We have continued to consolidate learning in Phonics and Maths. We have been recapping 
previously taught letter sounds and High Flying Words in Phonics and focused on finding the total of two groups 
through addition in Maths.  

Year 1 :  Year 1 have been busy having lots of Christmas fun but have also been learning too! In art, we created 
our own aliens using the òscrape throughó method. We painted paper plates in one colour, let it dry and then 
painted over the top in another colour. We then used forks to scrape the top layer of paint to create a colourful 
pattern. In maths, we have been recognising and naming 2D shapes as well as using our knowledge of 2D and 
3D shapes to create patterns.  

Year 2 :  For the last week of term year 2 have been winding down for Christmas and putting our arts and crafts 
skills to good use! In DT we constructed frames, learning about how using bracing struts can strengthen 
structures, and we have put in the time to draw and create Christmas decorations. Thank you to the grown ups 
who came to watch our Carol Concert and for those who walked us to the church, we loved performing for you! 
Year 2 are excited (and ready) for a much -needed break, Miss Sales and Miss Williams hope you have a restful 
and fun -filled time off and look forward to seeing you in the New Year!  

Year 3:  This week, Year 3 have had a great week finishing off their Autumn term learning whilst having a lot of 
fun doing it! In English, we have been mastering our instruction writing skills by writing our own potent potion 
recipes. In Maths, we had the chance to use all the mathematical operations and skills we have been working 
on this term, to help us crack the Christmas code and solve some tricky problems. We have also taken part in 
Safeguarding Week which saw us discussing different scenarios and how we should act/respond to them. A 
particular highlight was obviously the carol service at St. Lukes. Weõre sure you all enjoyed our angelic singing! 
A huge and heartfelt thank you as ever, to the adults who made it possible. Well done Y3 for a fantastic Autumn 
term! We hope you enjoyed celebrating together this week as much as we did, and we wish you a wonderful 
and restful holiday.  

Year 4:   This last week of term ,we have continued to be busy in our learning.  We went to the church for our 
Christmas service and performed   ôWe Three Kingsõ, ôWe Wish You A Merry Christmasõ, ôI Wish It  Could Be 
Christmas Everydayõ and õ12 Days of Christmasõ to everyone. We have also worked on making photo frames for 
our DT project. We also had our class Christmas party and played a few games and enjoyed our last few days 
together in 2023!  

Year 5:  What a lovely, joyful week in Year5! All pupils have completed and published their balanced argument 
writing piece and some are now on display in the Year 5 corridor. All assessments are finished; whilst maths, 
reading and computing are up to date and everyone is progressing well. We had a great trip to the church and 
tried our bestéwhilst our Christmas parties were full of fun, prizes, dancing and eating! A great end to a long, 
yet super, Autumn Term!  

Year 6 : This week we have finished our letters to Mr Sunak and written them up in neat. In maths, we have 
continued with long division with remainders and applied this to problem solving questions. Miss Fisher's group 
have been looking at solving multi -step problems using all 4 operations. We have been finishing off our learning 
about rainforests, deforestation and natural resources in geography. We have thought about the impact of the 
Industrial revolution on society in history. We programmed our own pets in computing this week. Finally, we 
enjoyed practising our singing ready for the performance and performing at the church on Tuesday (we hope 
you enjoyed it too).    Year 6, you have worked incredibly hard this term and Mrs Smith and Miss Fisher are very 
proud of you. Well done and thank you  
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Stars of  the Week   
 

 

Each week, a child in each class is 

chosen for portraying one of  the 

Oasis 9 Habits.  
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Spelling 

Shed  
Class  Child  

1st  KINGFISHER  
JUDE - 

KINGFISHER  

2nd  GOLDFINCH  
ALPHA - 

GOLDFINCH  

3rd  RAVEN 
RASSIAH - 

GOLDFINCH  

Robin  Ralph - Patient  

Wren  Conrad - Joyful  

Sparrow  Raiõa - Joyful  

Starling  Pepa - Joyful  

Chaffinch  Cario  - Self Controlled  

Goldfinch  Isabelle - Hopeful  

Kingfisher  Shuyan - Joyful  

Woodpecker  Tyhla - Humble  

Magpie  Ketav - Joyful  

Owl  Sophie - Self Controlled  

Heron  Amelia - Hopeful  

Raven  Shakai - Humble  

Eagle  Ethan - Self Controlled  

Hawk  Zuriel - Self Controlled  

Childrenõs 

Choice  

Evie chose Eliza for being 

Compassionate  

Keegan - Mrs Cutter for being 

Joyful  

Maths Shed  Class  Child  

1st  GOLDFINCH  
RASSIAH - 

GOLDFINCH  

2nd  RAVEN 
HUZAIFAH - 

RAVEN 

3rd  KINGFISHER  JOSIAH - RAVEN  

SUMDOG  Class  Child  

1st  STARLING  
1ST GODWIN - 

HERON 

2nd  HERON  

3rd  SPARROW  



Date  Event  

Mon 8th Jan 2024  ALL CHILDREN RETURN TO SCHOOL  

Thurs 11th Jan  
Y6 Trip to Croydon Fire Station  

9.00am Starling Class Assembly  

Fri 12th Jan  14.45pm Parentsõ MeetingñChild on Child Abuse  

Mon 16th Jan  9.00am Parentsõ Maths Meeting  

Tues 17th Jan  18.00pm Parentsõ Meeting SRE 

Thurs 18th  Jan  
9.00am Hawk Class  

11.00am Y5 Young Voices Concert O2 Arena  

Fri 19th Jan  Y6 Trip to Chislehurst Caves  

Mon 22nd  Jan  1.00 Year 4 Swimming Everyday For 2weeks  

Tues 23rd Jan  9.00am KS1 Space Dome  

Wed 24th Jan  Parentsõ Evening 

Thurs 25th Jan  Parentsõ Evening 

Fri 26th Jan  Y6 WW2 Workshop  

Mon 29th Jan  1.00 Year 4 Swimming Everyday last week  

Thurs 1st Feb  9.00 Eagle Class Assembly  

Monday 5th Feb  
Reception Height and Weight  

2.45 Y1 Parentsõ MeetingñPhonics Sreening  

Thurs 29th Feb  9.00am Owl Class Assembly  

Dates for your Diary  





Still time to get orders in. Call up Ram-
bling Rose on 02086533909 and order 

these gorgeous table pieces for the holi-
days. Choose your colour and style.   

Small is £20 and large is £30  

25% of  orders through Ryelands 
come back to FOR for our wellbeing 

fund.  
 


