
Dear Parents and Carers, 
I hope that you all had a good half term week and managed to spend some quality 
time with friends and family. 
It feels like it’s been a very busy first week back after the half term. On Monday we 
had a visit from the author Banji Alexander, on Wednesday we held the GLD meeting 
for Reception parents, on Thursday we were entertained by Y6 Hawk class in their 
assembly and on Friday many children and parents stayed after school to join in with 
Fitness Friday. 
Coming up next week, we have a Wellbeing Coffee Morning on Wednesday at 9am. It 
would be great if you could join us for a drink and catch up, with the opportunity to 
meet other parents and find out more about the school.  
Thursday 6th March is World Book Day and we look forward to seeing an array of 
book characters around the school. Samantha from ‘Book Love’ will be setting up a 
book stall on the main concourse at the end of the day so please do come to have a 
look to see what you can buy for you and your children to enjoy. 
I hope that you all have a good 
weekend and that the sun 
continues to shine. 
Thank you for your continued 
support. 
Kate and the Ryelands Team 
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A Message From Miss Reed  

              

 

Thursday 6th March is World Book Day and 
this year our theme is Reading for          
Enjoyment. So, if your child would like to 
dress up as a character from their favourite 
book or wear their onesie or jimmy jams, 
both options will be welcomed.  We will be 
spending time sharing stories across year 
groups and key stages to promote a love of 
reading, across multi-media platforms and 
joining the BBC Live Lesson with thousands 
of other schools across the country. A day 
spent relaxing and enjoying narratives,   
poetry, information books, instructional 
texts and both visual and aural stories…
fabulous! 

- Mrs Read (the best teacher name for World 
Book Day!) 
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The Valentines Disco and dress down day held on 14th February was a real 
success and, together, we raised £706.88 in profit from the event—a big 
thank you to everyone who attended and also supported at this event. 

If you would like to get involved with Friends of Ryelands, please email  

friendsofryelands@gmail.com  

Our new Chair is Alex Innett 
(on the right) and our new 
Secretary is Liz Butt (on the 
left). Please do let them know 
if you are interested in     
support Friends of 
Ryelands…..it would be great 
to have even more people on 
board. Jennie Karonka has 
also just been announced as 
our new Treasurer. 

Friends of Ryelands 

Friends of Ryelands is a group of parents,       
grandparent, carers and school staff who 
work together for the benefit of the children 
at Oasis Academy Ryelands. 

This year, we have a new Chair, Secretary and   
Treasurer as Sarah, Anna and Lucy have     
decided to step down after many years of 
hard work for the group. I would like to thank 
them for all of their hard work and         
continued support. 





 
 
 
 

Wednesday 12th March 
15:40-18:00 

and 
Thursday 13th March 

15:40-19:00 
Book via MCAS next 

week! 
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Excitement filled the air as our students welcomed author Banji Alexander, writer of 
Lockdown Looms, for a special visit! The children were thrilled to meet him, eagerly 
asking questions about his book, his inspiration, and the writing process. 

A highlight of the event was the lively singalong to his song, creating a fun and     
engaging atmosphere. Students who had purchased copies of Lockdown Looms were  
delighted to have them personally signed by the author—a cherished keepsake from 
an unforgettable day. 

Banji Alexander’s visit left a lasting impression on our young readers, inspiring them 
to explore their creativity and develop a love for reading. A huge thank you to him for 
making the day so special! 

- Mrs Kalaydzhieva 

Author Banji Alexander Inspires Young Readers at Oasis Academy! 
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This week, Year 2 stepped back in time for 
a special Victorian Day, and what a    
fantastic experience it was! The 
children arrived dressed in     
wonderful Victorian outfits, from 
chimney sweeps to maids, school-
children to teachers—it truly felt 
like we had been transported to 
the past. 

The day began with a Victorian-
style lesson, where the children 
practised their handwriting on 
chalkboards and recited times  
tables by rote. Our very strict 
"Victorian teacher" kept a close 
eye on behaviour, and we even had a    
pretend caning (don’t worry—just for 
fun!). 

In the afternoon, the children took part 
in Victorian P.E., where they did drill     
exercises just like Victorian children would 
have done to keep fit. We also played   
traditional Victorian playground games, 
such as hopscotch, skipping, and marbles. 

One of the highlights of the day was   
comparing Victorian schools to modern 
schools. The children were fascinated by 
the differences—no comfy chairs, no    
colourful displays, and definitely no 
iPads! We talked about how lucky we are 
to have the schools we do today. 

It was a wonderful day of learning, and 
we are so proud of how well the children 
embraced the experience.  

Thank you to all parents for helping with 
the fantastic costumes—we couldn't have 
done it without you! 

- Year 2 Team 

Victorian Day in Year 2 



Over a school year, we are open for 190 days which equates to 380 sessions. This 
includes  Soft Starts from 8.40am, registration in the morning and again after lunch 
in the afternoon. Attendance is affected if a pupil is not present at school for any 
whole session including registration.   

Attendance 

 Weekly Attendance Award 

  Year 2 Goldfinch Class Attendance Penguin 99.64%   

Year 4 Owl - Attendance Cup 99.31% 

       Attendance Target: 97.0%      

      Attendance This Week: 96.1%  

       Attendance This Year: 95.7% 

 

  

Pupils Late This Week:  

17 pupils 

This initiative is part of our Friday Celebration Assembly.  

Every child who has had 100% attendance for the previous 5 
days (Fri-Thurs) has their name entered into a prize draw. 
We spin the wheel (a child is chosen to do so) and whoever 

the wheel lands on, wins a £5 National Book  
Token Voucher.  
This is NOT cumulative so every week children have a fresh 
chance at  having their names added to the draw. 

Year 5 Heron - Abdurrahman 
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Positive  Playtime Weekly Winners!! 

The winning class will receive Biscuits and Juice this week: 

                        

 
  

 

 

 

Positive Points  

  WINNING CLASS                              
Year 2 Goldfinch Class with 624 points  

WHOLE SCHOOL  2756 points  

Our winning class will be rewarded with an extra play session. 

OAR—Craze of the Week!  Spring 2 Week 1 & 2 
UGA Junior playground Infant playground 

‘Craze’ Date ‘Craze’ Date ‘Craze’ Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winners Spring 2 Week 1  

Year 6 Hawk Class 



Stars of the Week      
Each week, a child in each class is 

chosen for portraying one of the Oasis 9 
Habits. 

 

 

 

Robin Remi - Hopeful 

Wren Diala - Joyful 

Sparrow Omari - Self Controlled 

Starling Thea - Patient 

Chaffinch Seelay - Hopeful 

Goldfinch Luca - Hopeful 

Kingfisher Orla - Considerate 

Woodpecker Jamie - Hopeful 

Magpie Alarna - Considerate 

Owl Lenny - Compassionate 

Heron Musa - Humble 

Raven Maria - Considerate 

Eagle Kyla - Honest 

Hawk Riley - Joyful 

Pupil Choice 

Elsie choose Scarlett for 
being Forgiving 

Adam chose Rafa for 
being Forgiving 

SUMDOG  Class Child 

 Magpie Oscar—Magpie 

2nd Kingfisher 
Godwin - 

Hawk 

3rd Sparrow Leo 

Maths 
Shed  

Class Child 

 Kingfisher 
Gloria -  

Owl 

2nd Eagle 
Ressiah — 
Kingfisher 

3rd Hawk  David - Eagle 

Spelling 
Shed 

Class Child 

 Kingfisher Ida - Owl 

2nd Owl 
Alpha—

Kingfisher 

3rd Kingfisher 
Gloria - 

Owl 



Dates for your Diary 2025 

Date Event 

Tues 4th March 
11.30am Infant School Choir to Fairfield Halls 

9.30am Pets and Ponies in Nursery 

Wed 5th March 

9.05am Wellbeing Coffee Morning 

2:45pm Phonics Screening Check Information 
Meeting for Parents (Year 1 & any children retaking 

in Year 2) 

Thurs 6th March 9.00am Year 5 Heron Class Assembly 

12th March and 

13th March 

3.40pm—6.00pm Parents’ Evening 

3.40pm - 7.00pm Parents’ Evening 

Thurs 13th March 9.00am Year 4 Magpie Class Assembly 

Tues 18th March 9.00am Infant School Choir to Fairfield Halls 

Thurs 20th March 9.00am Year 3 Woodpecker Class Assembly 

Fri 21st March 
Comic Relief Red Nose Day -  

Dress down and donate £1 

Wed 26th March 1.00pm Reception Visitor ‘The Wiggly Wild Show’  

Thurs 27th March 9.00am Year 6 Eagle Class Assembly 

Wed 2nd April 9:00am Year 2 Chaffinch Class Assembly 

Thurs 3rd April 9.00am Year 1 Sparrow Class Assembly 

Fri 4th April 
Easter Half Term 

Return to school Tuesday 22nd April 










