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Dear Parents and Carers, 

We’ve finally made it to the end of the first half term of this academic year…..it feels 
like it’s been a really long one. After 8 weeks I think we’re all feeling exhausted and 
are definitely ready for the break! 

This week has been a busy one for community events here at Ryelands. On Tuesday   
afternoon, we welcomed over 100 grandparents to school for our annual 
‘Grandparents’ Tea’. Our guests were waited on by our Year 6 children serving teas and 
coffees and were entertained by children from across the school. We always receive so 
much positive feedback from this event which just seems to get more popular every 
year. Please do extend our thanks to all the grandparents who attended. 

Yesterday we all trekked off in the cold wind and drizzle to St. Luke’s Church for our 
special Harvest Assembly. Once we arrived, we soon forgot about the horrible weather 
outside as Edith and Rafa introduced uplifting performances from the different year 
groups across the school.  

I spoke about one of my favourite ‘autumnal’ quotes from the book The Great Gatsby,  

“Life starts all over again when it gets crisp in the fall”.  

I like the idea that we get a new beginning at this time of year too. Traditionally,  
people talk about new beginnings at the start of the year, in January, or in the spring 
when the flowers start to grow. Personally, I like to think about new beginnings in the 
Autumn, when we return to school. It’s a chance to make a new start, to think about 
what we wish for and what we are going to try to achieve over the coming months. I 
asked everyone in the church to think about what they are going to wish for as they 
are walking through the crisp autumn leaves….please do talk to your children about 
this—as you probably know by now, I’m a big  believer in wishes—sometimes they      
actually do come true! 

Today we have the Friends of Ryelands Halloween 
Disco after school which is being held at The Kiosk 
in South Norwood Country Park. This is the first 
time we have organised a joint event with The Kiosk, 
hopefully this will be a big success. Please do try to 
pop along if you can. 

This week has reminded me, once again, what a   
supportive community we have built here at 
Ryelands. It really has been fantastic to see so 
many of you at our events. I hope that you all have 
a great half term break and we look forward to  
seeing you when we return on 3rd November.  

Thank you all for your continued support. 

Kate and the Ryelands Team 



Diwali 
On Monday morning, our school hosted a special Diwali     
assembly, where some of our Year 4 pupils showcased their 
creativity and enthusiasm through a vibrant drama         
performance. 
The assembly was a wonderful celebration of the Festival of 
Lights, featuring story telling, colourful costumes and       
traditional music. Our pupils shone in a heartwarming 
presentation that embodies the spirit of Diwali- symbolising 
joy, love and togetherness. 
We hope all our families celebrating Diwali have had a lovely 
time with their family and friends. 



Grandparents’ Tea 

On Tuesday afternoon, we hosted a tea with entertainment for our 
Ryelands’ grandparents. The children were excited and humbled to 
be able to perform in front of their special guests. The tea was 
hosted by members of our Mini School Leadership Team (Mini SLT) 
supported by other children from Year 6. The children throughout 
the school delighted the audience with their songs, poems and  
dramatic performances. Like every year, the event was a fantastic 
success, with many guests commenting on how wonderful it was. 
Thank you, grandparents for attending this event! 
 

Mrs Saftoiu 



On Thursday morning, we celebrated our Harvest Festival, at St 
Luke’s Church. Once again, our pupils put on a fantastic           
performance. Their hard work and dedication shone through as 
they brought the spirit of harvest to life with songs, stories and 
poems. We were delighted to see so many members of our        
wonderful community coming together for this special event. We 
are also very grateful for all your food donations for the local 
community. 
A big “Thank you” to all 
the parents and carers who sup-
ported us on the trip to and 
from the Church.  Mrs Saftoiu Harvest 
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Positive Points 
Throughout the week, all of the adults in school (as well as members of our 

Mini SLT team) look out for children showing positive behaviour.  
Points can be awarded for good effort, demonstrating the Oasis 9 Habits, 

helping others………..pretty much anything positive. 
 

Across the Whole School we earned 8641 points. 
 

This week’s winning class is Y2 Goldfinch with  
2229 points. 

 
Our winning class will be rewarded with an extra play session. 

Positive Playtime Weekly Winners!! 
The winning class will receive a juice and biscuit treat this week: 

 

                        

 
  

 

 

 

Winners Autumn 1 Week 5 

Y5 Heron  



Stars of the Week       

Robin Shadane-Patient 

Wren Aniyah-Joyful 

Sparrow Harley-Joyful 

Starling Sylvie-Humble 

Chaffinch Sachin-Joyful 

Goldfinch Zion-Considerate 

Kingfisher Hank-Humble 

Woodpecker Frankie-Hopeful 

Magpie Ben-Hopeful 

Owl Edie-Patient 

Heron Manuela-Humble 

Raven Jaden-Forgiving 

Eagle Freya-Joyful 

Hawk Tilly-Self-Controlled 

Pupil Choice 

Hugo chose Zion for being 
Forgiving 

Nova chose Farley for 
being Humble 

Maths 
Shed  

Class Child 

 Raven 
Hannah-

Raven 

2nd Heron Lois-Raven 

3rd Hawk 
Amariah-

Raven 

Spelling 
Shed 

Class Child 

 Hawk 
Hakeem-

Hawk 

2nd Owl Wilf-Magpie 

3rd Magpie 
Alexander-

Raven 

SUMDOG  Class Child 

 Magpie 
Muhammad-

Starling 

2nd Sparrow 
Shiloh-

Goldfinch 

3rd Starling 
Liam- 

Sparrow 



Over a school year, we are open for 190 days which equates to 380 sessions. This includes Soft 
Starts from 8.40am, registration in the morning and again after lunch in the afternoon. 
Attendance is affected if a pupil is not present at school for any whole session including 
registration.  

 

Attendance 

 

Weekly Attendance Award  

Reception—Wren Class won the  

Attendance Penguin  99.17% 

 Y6 Eagle Class won the Attendance Cup 98.85% 

Attendance Target: 97.0% 

Attendance This Week: 94.3% 

Attendance This Year: 97.4% 

Late Pupils: 13 
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100% Attendance Wheel 
This initiative is part of our Friday Celebration Assembly.  

Every child who has had 100% attendance for the previous 
5 days (Fri-Thurs) has their name entered into a prize 
draw. We spin the wheel (a child is chosen to do so) and whoever the wheel lands on, 

wins a £5 National Book Token Voucher.  
This is NOT cumulative so every week children have a fresh chance at having their names 
added to the draw. This week’s winner is: 

Nyah –Y5 Heron Class 



 

 Dates for your Diary 2025 
Date Event 

Fri 31st October Y6 Secondary School Application Deadline 

Mon 27th-Fri 31st Oct HALF TERM 

Tues 4th Nov 
Y6 Hands On Science Workshop am 

Y4 Hands On Science Workshop pm 

Wed 5th Nov 

9am English Meeting for Parents & Carers 

Parents’ Evening (3:40pm –6.00pm) 

Thurs 6th Nov Parents’ Evening (3:40pm –6.00pm) 

Wed 12th Nov 
Y6 trip to London Docklands Museum 

9am Community Coffee Morning 

Fri 14th Nov 
Wear Spots for Children in Need—£1 donation on  

MCAS 

Mon 17th Nov 9am SEND Parent Meeting: Dyslexia Focus 

Tues 18th Nov School Photos—Individual and Sibling 

Fri 21st Nov Y6 trip to Kew Gardens 

Tues 25th Nov Y3 Trip to British Museum 

Wed 26th Nov 9am Maths Morning for Parents & Carers 



Special Menu for Wednesday 5th November 
…..Remember, remember... 






