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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have finally reached the end of the Autumn Term! This last week has been a busy one with performances, 
parties and lunches celebrating Christmas and the end of term. 
 
On Tuesday, Fred the Elf visited our youngest children 
in the Nursery, telling them jokes and making them all 
roar with laughter. By Wednesday evening, things were 
far more peaceful as our Little Ducklings returned to 
school in the darkness for their Stories by Candlelight. 
The children were all snuggled up with their cuddly 
toys, listening to stories read by our Nursery Team. 
Wednesday was also Christmas Dinner day at 
Ryelands….. The staff donned their Santa hats and 
aprons and helped to keep everything running 
smoothly while the children enjoyed their food while 
pulling crackers and singing Christmas songs. 
 
Thursday brought the annual Christmas Carol Concert at St. Luke’s Church. The church was fully packed 
with standing room only up the sides and along the back—it was great to see so many of you there and we 
are so glad that you could come and be a part of it. The children from across the school entertained us with 
their singing, playing and performing. I don’t think that there are many schools who manage to pull togeth-
er such an impressive show of talent that brings members of the audience to tears. Saying that I am proud 
of our children and community really does feel like an understatement. I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Ryelands very own Fab Four, Aoife, Karina, Rich and Roland. This talented group of parents gave up 
so much of their own time to come and rehearse with the children and help put the concert together—we 
really are very grateful to you for sharing your talents with us. If there are any more of you out there who 
are interested in getting involved next year, please do come and speak to me. 
 
As I said in the church, for me, the Christmas story is one about love, family and a little bit of magic. There 
are lots of different types of families in the world and here at Ryelands. Lots of us care about other people’s 
children very deeply…..for us, in school, this is something that we do every day – we care for and love other 
people’s children. Your children. You don’t have to be related to be family. We are a family here. A really big 
one, where most of us aren’t related, but we love and care about each other. For me family isn’t just the peo-
ple you are biologically related to, it’s the people you choose to have and love in your life. 

I really do believe that our school community is a very special one and, like I said in the church, while it’s of-
ten me who gets thanked and praised for what we have created, really it’s all of you, our children and our 
staff who make Ryelands what it is—thank you. 

Finally, a little reminder that St. Luke’s Community Carol Service is taking place on Sunday 21st December at 
4pm. It would be lovely to see our Ryelands families at this event too, as a way of supporting Father Sam who 
does so much for us as a school. I will be there, doing a reading, and it would be great to see you too if you 
can make it…...a nice way to start the holidays. 
 
I hope that you all have a wonderful time over the festive period and I look forward to seeing you all in 2026. 
 
Kate and the Ryelands Team 



Toddlers Together at Christmas 
This week, our toddler group held a special Christmas 
Celebration session. It was really nice to see many of 
our regulars and also a few new faces enjoying the 
Christmas themed activities…..there was biscuit     
decorating, stocking painting and festive themed toys 
to play with. Thank you to everyone who came and 
joined in! 

Our toddler group runs every week on a Wednesday 
morning from 9:30-11am. If you have a little one, we 
would love you to join us for a chance to meet other 
parents and for the children to play and explore    
together. We will be back after the Christmas break 
on Wednesday 7th January 2026. 



 

Today in assembly we awarded fifteen ‘10 Years Oasis Service’ 
badges to a number of our longstanding members of staff. These 
dedicated individuals have worked at Ryelands for over 10 years 

now, supporting the children of our school community.  

Thank you so much for everything that you do. 

Staff Rewards: 10 Years Oasis Badges 

 

Emily Carew   Sally Davis   Kris Wallace 

Louise Champion  Sarah Le Neveu  Jess Ellis 

Samantha Read  Cynthia Oram  Teresa McCrea 

Jamie Sheehan  Janice Petch 

Jayne Bhandari  Liz Portsmouth 

Lisa Brooks    Linda Turner 

 



 

Year 2 Country Park Trip – Exploring Materials 
Year 2 had a fantastic day at the country park as part of 
their science learning on materials and their properties. The 
children explored the natural environment and compared  
natural materials such as wood, stone, and leaves with man-
made materials like plastic and glass. 

Using scientific vocabulary, pupils described what they found, 
discussing whether materials were rough or smooth, hard or 
soft, flexible or rigid. In class, we considered why certain    
materials are used for specific purposes and how their      
properties make them suitable for everyday objects. 

A huge thank you to our wonderful parent helpers who joined 
us and supported the children throughout the day – your help 
made the trip possible and enjoyable for everyone. 

To finish off, the children enjoyed some well-deserved playtime 
in the park, which was the perfect end to a day of hands-on 
learning and discovery! 



  Year 2 Victorian Experience Day 

Year 2 recently stepped back in time for an exciting Victorian Experience Day,    
immersing themselves in what life was like for schoolchildren over 150 years ago. 
The classrooms were transformed into traditional Victorian schoolrooms, complete 
with rows of desks, chalkboards, and even a dunce hat and pretend cane to 
demonstrate the strict discipline of the era. 

The children looked fantastic in their Victorian-style outfits, which added to the 
authenticity of the day. They took part in lessons typical of the time, practising 
handwriting on individual chalkboards and learning about the expectations 
placed on pupils in Victorian schools. 

At lunchtime, pupils enjoyed traditional Victorian playground games such as   
hopscotch and hoop rolling, which gave them a real sense of how children         
entertained themselves before modern toys and technology. 

In the afternoon, boys and girls were separated to reflect the gender roles of the 
period. Activities included sewing, cleaning, and caring for younger children for 
the girls, while the boys engaged in marching drills, physical exercises, and       
construction.  

This hands-on experience gave pupils a real insight into the differences between 
Victorian education and modern schooling. It was wonderful to see their           
enthusiasm and curiosity as they compared life in the past to their own            
experiences today. 



Christmas Carol Concert at St. Luke’s Church 

On Thursday morning, the Year 2 to Year 6 pupils put on a fantastic     
performance in our Christmas Carol Concert, at St Luke’s Church. Like   
every year, it has been wonderful to see so many members of our         
community joining in with the celebrations. A huge well done to our lovely 
hosts Nova and Hugo, the Angel of Music- Arlo, the talented musicians 
and singers, to our poetry writers and all the performers taking part.   

We couldn't be prouder of their efforts, hard work and dedication in  
making this event a memorable celebration. A huge thank you to Aoife,  
Karina Roland and Richard for their invaluable support with this event.  

Thank you to all parents and carers who stepped in to help us walk to and 
from the church. 

Mrs Saftoiu  



Stars of the Week       

Robin Eamonn –Joyful 

Wren Saketa –Hopeful 

Sparrow Arlo –Humble 

Starling Anaya –Hopeful 

Chaffinch Daniela –Self-Controlled 

Goldfinch Thomas –Considerate 

Kingfisher Max –Considerate 

Woodpecker Louie –Self-controlled 

Magpie Aoibhin –Hopeful 

Owl 
Michael & Sophia –Swirly 

Whirly 

Heron Lenny –Honest 

Raven George –Patient 

Eagle Frankie –Forgiving 

Hawk Joshua –Joyful 

Pupil Choice 

Rassiah chose Jeremy for 
being Joyful 

Caoimhe chose Eliza for 
being Compassionate 

Maths 
Shed  

Class Child 

 Raven 
Hannah –

Raven 

2nd Kingfisher 
Jovina –

Kingfisher 

3rd Magpie 
Layla –

Kingfisher 

Spelling 
Shed 

Class Child 

 Magpie 
Toyosi –
Magpie 

2nd Raven 
Alpha –
Magpie 

3rd Eagle 
Rassiah –
Magpie 

SUMDOG  Class Child 

 Sparrow Michael –Owl 

2nd Heron 
Rassiah –
Magpie 

3rd Magpie 
Caleb –
Sparrow 
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Positive Points 
Throughout the week, all of the adults in school (as well as members of our 

Mini SLT team) look out for children showing positive behaviour.  
Points can be awarded for good effort, demonstrating the Oasis 9 Habits, 

helping others………..pretty much anything positive. 
 

Across the Whole School we earned 4009 points. 
 

This week’s winning class is Y6 Eagle Class with  
1116 points. 

 
Our winning class will be rewarded with an extra play session. 

Positive Playtime Weekly Winners!! 
The winning class will receive a juice and biscuit treat this week: 

 

                        

 
  

 

 

 

Winners this Week  

Year 3 Kingfisher Class 



Over a school year, we are open for 190 days which equates to 380 sessions. This includes Soft 
Starts from 8.40am, registration in the morning and again after lunch in the afternoon. 
Attendance is affected if a pupil is not present at school for any whole session including 
registration.  

 

Attendance 

Weekly Attendance Award  

 Y2 Goldfinch class won the  

Attendance Penguin  98.33% 

Y4 Magpie Class won the                               
Attendance Cup 98.97% 

Attendance Target: 97.0% 

Attendance This Week: 93.9% 

Attendance This Year: 96.4% 

Late Pupils:  21 
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100% Attendance Wheel 
This initiative is part of our Friday Celebration Assembly.  

Every child who has had 100% attendance for the previous 
5 days (Fri-Thurs) has their name entered into a prize 
draw. We spin the wheel (a child is chosen to do so) and whoever the wheel lands on, 

wins a £5 National Book Token Voucher.  
This is NOT cumulative so every week children have a fresh chance at having their names 
added to the draw. This week’s winner is: 

Orla –Reception–Robin class 

Autumn 2 100% Attendance £25 Vue Cinema Gift Card 

Sparrow—Caleb £25 Vue Gift Card    Magpie –Sierra £25 Vue Gift Card 



  

 Dates for your Diary 2025 
Date Event 

Sun 21st Dec 2025 4pm Community Carols at St. Luke’s Church 

Mon 5th Jan 2026 INSET DAY—school closed to pupils 

Tues 6th Jan 2026 Start of Spring Term—all children return 

Wed 7th Jan 2026 1.45pm Reception Tour 

Mon 12th Jan 2026 9.45am Reception Tour 

Tues 13th Jan 2026 Reception Measure Checks 

Wed 14th Jan 2026 
9am Community Coffee Morning 

6pm SRE Meeting for Parents 

Thurs 15th Jan 2026 9am Y6 Eagle Class Assembly 

Tues 20th Jan 2026 Young Voices Concert at the O2 

Tues 27th Jan 2026 Y6 Trip to Docklands Museum 

Thurs 29th Jan 2026 9am Y5 Raven Class Assembly 

Wed 4th Feb 2026 Y2 Chaffinch trip to The Monument 

Thurs 5th Feb 2026 
9am Y4 Owl Class Assembly 

Y2 Goldfinch trip to The Monument 

Tues 10th Feb 2026 Safer Internet Day 

Wed 11th Feb 2026 Y6 WW2 Workshop 

Thurs 12th Feb 2026 Friends of Ryelands Disco 

Fri 13th Feb 2026 INSET DAY—school closed to pupils 

Mon 16th—Fri 20th Feb 2026 HALF TERM 






