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English in the Early Years- Nursery- 3 to 4 years old



English in the Early Years- Nursery- 3 to 4 years old



English in the Nursery

• Writing equipment 

and opportunities 

within the provision. 

• Writing/Mark making 

area both indoors 

and outdoors.

• Phonics Friday- 

letter a week 

(Spring and 

Summer)

• Word rich 

environment- pictures 

and vocabulary . 

• Musical Bumps- 

Phase 1 Phonics

• Writing opportunities 

in the role play area.

• Vocabulary rich carpet 

sessions. Linked to 

themes. 



English in the Early Years- Reception- 4 to 5 years



English in the Early Years- Reception- 4 to 5 years





• Writing opportunities 

within the provision. 

• Designated writing area 

both indoors and 

outdoors- activities linked 

to the weekly theme. 

• Word rich 

environment- 

picture and 

vocabulary. 

• Musical Bumps

• Writing opportunities 

in the role play area.

• Daily Phonics- Book 

Wings.
• Daily Write Away 

(writing session). 

English in the Early Years- Reception

• Vocabulary rich carpet sessions- 

linked to theme. .



Phonics and Early Reading   

Phonics

Monster 

Phonics

Library Books

Book 

Bands

➢ Taught daily.

➢ Using the Book Wings 

scheme. 

➢ Graphemes are taught one 

at a time, through high 

quality story books. 

➢ High Flying Words (common 

exception words) taught 

weekly, building up a word 

bank. 

➢ Daily practice videos 

uploaded to Seesaw, to 

support learning at home. 
➢ Changed weekly.

➢ Stories to enjoy as a family. 

➢ Read, enjoy and discuss. 

➢ Linked to children’s 

reading ability. 

➢ Changed regularly- class 

teacher/teaching assistant. 

➢ Promote High Flying 

Words (common exception 

words).   

➢ Online eBooks. 

➢ Specifically linked to the 

sound the child has 

learnt that day. 

➢ May be at the children’s 

reading ability- adult 

support is 

recommended as the 

books progress. 



English in the National Curriculum

‘The overarching aim for English in the national 
curriculum is to promote high standards of language 
and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong 
command of the spoken and written language, and to 
develop their love of literature through widespread 
reading for enjoyment.’

NC 2014

English has 3 NC strands –  1) Reading

                                                2) Writing

                                                3) Speaking & Listening



OCL Blended Approach to English

Rosenshine’s Principles of 
Instruction:

Reviewing - Retrieval
Questioning - 
Sequencing concepts and 
modelling - 
Stages of practicing – I Do, 
We Do, You Do



Year 6 Writing Overview





English working walls 
– I Do

• Modelled example – narrative provided

• Questioning to extend understanding

• Vocabulary word banks

• Linked to The Write Stuff

• Star Writer/Writer of the Week



Feedback and Response

Year 1 text  transcript:
The Martian likse his new friend. That was
a long time for the boy too be gon_
The Martian is in space (edited) watinge for his friend. 
The boy is getting the tols becuds they veacalls
are brokin.

Pink means take another look
Green means well done, impressive!
The child responds to the teacher in purple



The Write Stuff is the Writing component of our curriculum; also encompassing Grammar, Punctuation, Spelling and 
Handwriting



Grammar – I Do
The ‘I’ here is 
the teacher.

The teacher will 
read the 
sentence aloud 
and then 
annotate with 
the correct 
punctuation.

Providing a 
narrative 
throughout the 
process to 
explain their 
thinking.



Grammar – We Do
The ‘We’ here 
are the children 
and the 
teacher.

This activity is 
completed 
together…

- on show-me 
boards
- on i-pads
- calling out the 
answer
-working with a 
partner
- Beat the 
Teacher
- Clap hands



Grammar – You Do
The ‘You’ here are the 
children.

Lots of ways to complete 
this activity…

- Working with a partner
- Recording voice notes on 
the i-pad
- Show-me boards
- Calling out the answer
- Working with a partner
- Beat the Teacher
- Clap hands to show the 
position of the comma



KS1  



Read Aloud offers
A varied approach using quality texts–

• Teacher reads aloud
• Children partner read
• Cross year group pairings
• Access to books in class and library
• Entitlement books to take home
• Different list for every Year group



Comprehension – example is Year 4



Comprehension example-





Pupil decks on Showbie

Strategies:

Echo reading
Vocabulary grid
Odd One Out
Likes, Dislikes, Puzzles and Connections
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