
Supporting your child 

with their literacy-

KS2 Workshop



Reading for Pleasure 

• Evidence suggests that there is a positive relationship between reading 

frequency, reading enjoyment and attainment (Clark 2011; Clark and Douglas 

2011). 

• Reading enjoyment has been reported as more important for children’s 

educational success than their family’s socio-economic status (OECD, 2002). 

• Regularly reading stories or novels outside of school is associated with higher 

scores in reading assessments (PIRLS, 2006; PISA, 2009). 

• International evidence supports these findings; US research reports that 

independent reading is the best predictor of reading achievement (Anderson, 

Wilson and Fielding, 1988). 

• Evidence suggests that reading for pleasure is an activity that has emotional and 

social consequences (Clark and Rumbold, 2006). 

• Other benefits to reading for pleasure include: text comprehension and 

grammar, positive reading attitudes, pleasure in reading in later life, increased 

general knowledge (Clark and Rumbold, 2006)



Reading at school

• Whole Class Guided Reading 

Individual reading and small group discussion 

High quality texts 

• Shared Reading 

Literacy, whole class text 

• Independent reading 

supported by class teacher, students and TAs.

• Accelerated Reader

•



Accelerated Reader

• A web-based programme that encourages children to read for 

pleasure.

• An EEF study found that Year 7 pupils who were offered 

Accelerated Reader made 3 to 5 months’ additional progress in 

reading compared to other similar pupils. 



Reading in school 

Access to texts in school: 

• Book corners 

• Library 

• e-libraries ( Accessit, myON)



All reading is positive. We also 

want to develop a wide reading 

repertoire.



Useful websites
Book Trust – amazing site, book lists under categories, e.g. love, 

environment, books featuring characters with disabilities, books for children 

with autism etc. 

• ‘Best Book Guide’ http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-

andreading/children/best-book-guide

Love Reading 4 Kids
• Biggest and best recommendation site for reading- keep up to date with 

the latest children’s literature and read extracts. 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk

Oxford Owl 
• Free eBook library to help children develop reading skills at home. Free 

eBook library – practise reading with phonics eBooks | Oxford Owl

http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-andreading/children/best-book-guide
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/free-ebooks/


Share more advanced books with your child

It is also important to read to your child. This is an 

opportunity for them to hear stories and language at a 

higher level than they can read alone. Research shows 

the hearing texts read aloud is a significant source of 

vocabulary acquisition. Use audio books/ Amazon Audible



Focus on language 

Due to the lexical poverty of spoken 

language, most new vocabulary is 

acquired through reading. Adult 

spoken language ranks lower in word 

complexity than that found in 

children’s books. 



Reading at home with your child 

• Expectation: ideally 20 minutes per day. 

• Try to build this into your daily routine. 

• Have a quiet, comfortable space your child (and you) can 

read in. 

• Read with your child and read in front of your child. 

• Remember, both reading and hearing texts read aloud are 

important.



Reading at home with your child 

Top tips – before, during and after reading: 

• Remember, try to avoid a pressurised 

environment around reading. 

• Try to build this into your daily routine. 

• Have a quiet, comfortable space your child 

(and you) can read in.

• Read with your child and read in front of your 

child. 



Before Reading 

• If it is the first time your child has read the 

book, look at the cover and title with them to 

predict what they think the book might be 

about. 

• Make links to other books read with similar 

themes, the same characters and/or similar 

authors/illustrators. 

• Give them time to flick through the book and 

read the blurb.



During Reading 

•If needed, encourage children to track the 

words with their finger or use a reading ruler. 

•Help the children to decode (read) the words 

and ask them about the meaning of more 

challenging words. 

•Ask children about the content of what they 

have read – who, what, where, when, why, how?



Always use your own parental 

judgement. If your child is tired 

or feeling unconfident, shift the 

balance of reading more 

towards you... 

Decoding



Reading for meaning



Growth Mindset

All readers make mistakes. This is how we learn. 

Encourage a growth mindset in your child by praising 

them for recognising their mistakes and trying to fix 

them. 

‘This is what you said ….. Can you spot anything wrong 

with that?’ ‘Does that make sense?’ ‘Have another go’



After reading



Remember.. 

• Encourage a love of reading – use libraries, audio books, book shops 

(Daunt Books, Tales on Moon Lane), use i-Pads and the internet (e.g. 

Newsround website, National Geographic Kids, First News, Phoenix 

comics) 

• Encourage children to read… anything(!) and ideally a range of genres 

and authors 

• Read higher level texts aloud to children 

• Enthuse (or get someone else to enthuse!) about particular authors 

and genres 

• Use audio books.



The Write Stuff

• Vocabulary rich classroom. 
• Pupils more confident to write 
independently.
• Wide range of genres and non-fiction text 
types.
•Children have a clear view of what high 
quality writing looks like and their learning 
is structured clearly and misconceptions 
dealt with.



Chunking



Sentence Stacking

Sentences are 

stacked together 

and organised to 

engage children with 

short, intensive 

moments of learning 

that they can then 

immediately apply 

to their own writing.



A language children can 

understand when talking about 

their writing.



• Children work in mixed ability groups during literacy 

lessons.

• High quality language models are accessible for all.

• Children who are working towards the year group 

standards are supported well during the initiate phase 

and when writing sentences. 

• Children working at the Expected or Greater Depth 

standard can ‘Deepen the moment’ to extend their 

sentences. 

Inclusive 



Year 1 Text Map 



Year 2 Text Map 



Year 3 Text Map 



Year 4 Text Map 



Year 5 Text Map 



Year 6 Text Map 



Edshed

• As part of our spelling curriculum, children are asked to play 5 games 
of Edshed per week.

• Once they click play, they can choose their difficulty. Depending on 
difficulty, the word is read out and the children must spell the word.

• Again, teachers can track children’s progress which helps us build on 
what they know and inform our next steps.






